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** On vidoar's side the odds of combat lie. 
The brave live glorious, or lamented die ; 
The wretch who trembles in the field of fame, 
]Meet8 deatlif or, worse than death, eternal shame. 

POPE 



HEROES OF THERMOPYLAE. 

It having been resolved, at a general council of the 
government of Sparta, to defend the Straits of Ther- 
mopylae against the Persians, seven thousand foot 
were put under the command of Leonidas, of whom, 
however, only three hundred were Spartans. Leo- 
nidas did not think it practicable to defend the pass 
against such multitudes as the Persian king com^ 
manded ; and therefore privately told his friends, that 
his design was to devote himself to death for his 
country. 

Xerxes, advancing near the straits, was greatly sur- 
prised to find that tiie Greeks were resolved to dis- 
pute his passage. Still entertaining hopes that they 
would betake themselves to flight, he waited four 
days without undertaking any thing, on purpose to 
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4 PERCY ANECDOTES. 

give them an opportunity. He at length sent a 
herald to Leonidas, to command him to deliver up his 
arms. Leonidas, in a style and with a spirit truly 
laconical, answered, " Come thyself and take them." 
Xerxes, at this reply, transported with rage, com- 
manded the Medes and Cissians to march against 
them ; take all alive, and bring them to him in fetters. 
The Medes, not able to stand the shock of the Greeks, 
soon betook themselves to flight. Hidames was then 
ordered to advance with a body of ten thousand 
chosen men, called, by way of supreme distinction, 
the Immortals ; but when tiiiese came to a close with 
the Greeks they succeeded no better than the Medes 
and Cissians, being obliged to retire with great 
slaughter. 

The next day, the Persians, reflecting on the small 
number of their enemies, and supposing that so many 
of them must have been wounded, that they could 
not possibly maintain a second fight, advanced with 
great confidence to another assault. The Greeks, 
however, exerted themselves in a manner so extra- 
ordinary, that, instead of giving way, they put the 
Persians, for a third time, to the rout. Xerxes is 
said to have three times leaped from his throne, so 
great was his apprehension of the entire destruction 
of his army. 

Xerxes, having lost all hopes of forcing his way 
through troops that were determined to conquer or 
die, was extremely perplexed as to the measures he 
should take ; when one Epialtes, in expectation of a 
great reward, came to him, and discovered a secret 
passage to the top of the hill, which overlooked and 
commanded the Spartan forces. The king imme- 
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diately despatched Ilidernes thither, with his select- 
body of ten thousand Persians, who, marching all 
night, arrived by a circuitous route at the mountain: 
by the break of day, and possessed theroseWes^with^ 
out difficulty, of that advantageous post. 

Leonidas, being now satisfied of the impossibility 
of bearing up against the enemy, desired his allies 
to retire, while he remained himself with his three 
hundred Lacedemonians, all nobly resolved to brave 
the extremity of fate. The Oracle had foretold, thaf 
either Sparta should be destroyed, or the king lose 
his life ; and Leonidas did not hesitate a moment to 
make the sacrifice, which was to secure the safety of 
his country. The Thespians, with their leader De* 
mopUlas, were the only body of the allies who could 
not be prevailed upon to abandon Leonidas and thfe 
Spartans, llie augur Megiatias, who had foretold* 
the fate of this enterprise, being pressed by Leonida» 
to retire, sent home his only son ; but remained him- 
self by the side of Leonidas. Those who staid, dic^ 
not feed themselves with any hopes of conquering 
OF escaping, but looked upon lliermopylae as their 
graves ; and when Leonidas, exhorting them to take- 
some* nourishment, sud that they shbold' all' sup 
together with Pluto, they set up, ¥rith one accord, » 
shout of joy, as if they had been invited to a ban- 
quet. 

Xerxes at the rising of the sun began to move for- 
ward with the whole body of his army. On their 
approach, Leonidas advanced to the broadest part of 
the passage, and fell upou the enemy with such un- 
daunted courage and resolution, that the Persian offi- 
cers were obliged to stand behind the divisions w hich 

B 3 



O PERCY ANECDOTES. 

they commRnded, in order to prevent their flight. 
In this onset the gallant Leonidas fell. The two 
brothers of Xerxes rushed forward to seize his body, 
anxious to carry it off in triumph to Xerxes. But 
the Lacedemonians covered the fallen hero with in- 
vincible resolution ; four times they repulsed their 
assailants ; and both the brothers of Xerxes, and 
many other brave commanders of distinction, were 
slain. 

The force that was led on by the treacherous 
Epialtes, was at length espied descending from the 
mountain to attack the Spartans in the rear. The 
heroic band now retired to the narrowest part of the 
passage, and drawing all close together, posted them- 
selves on a rising ground. The Persians poured in 
upon them on all sides, and a dreadful conflict ensu- 
ed ; till, at length, not \|uiquished, but overwhelmed 
by numbers, every man of the Greeks was slain ex- 
cept one, who escaped to Sparta, where he was treat- 
ed as a traitor and cowaid to his country ! 

Some time after, a magnificent monument was 
erected at Thermopylae, in honour of those brave de- 
fenders of Greece. It had two inscriptions. The one^ 
which was general, relating to all who died on this 
occasion, imported that the Greeks of Peloponnesus, 
to the number of only four thousand men, had there 
made head against three millions of Persians ! The 
other inscription related particularly to the three 
hundred Spartans, and was composed by the poet 
Simonides. It was to this effect: *' Go, passenger, 
and acquaint the Spartans, that we died here in obe- 
dience to their just commands." 
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PHILIP OF MACEDON. 

No warrior was ever bolder or more intrepid in tlie 
field than Philip of Macedon. DemosUienes, who 
cannot be suspected of having flattered him, gives a 
glorious testimony on this head. ** I saw," says this 
orator, " this very Philip, with whom we disputed 
for sovereignty and empire. I saw him, though 
covered with wounds, his eye struck out, his collar- 
bone broke, maimed both in his hands and feet, still 
resolutely rush into the midst of dangers, and ready 
to deliver up to fortune any part of his body she 
might desire, provided he might live honourably and 
gloriously with the rest.' 
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THE BATTLE OF MARATHON. 

While the Persians, after the reign of Cyrus, 
became enervated by luxury and servitude, the Athe- 
nians were nobly animated by the freedom they had 
so recently recovered. It was this that enabled 
Miltiades in the plains of Marathon, with only ten 
thousand Athenians, to overcome the Persian army 
of a hundred thousand foot and ten thousand cavalry, 
lliis memorable battle, which was fought in the year 
490 before Christ, reflected the highest glory on 
Miltiades. To prevent his little army from being 
surrounded by the enemy, he drew it up in front of a 
mountain, extended his line as much as possible, 
placed his chief strength, in his wings, and caused a 
great number of trees to be cut down, to prevent 
the enemy's cavalry from charging them in flank. 



BO many furiouB liaui. Thia ia remuilu'il to hais 
been the Gnt time iliat tliey tdvuiced lo the attack 
ruQniBg ; but b; their impetuosity, tbey opened a lauo 
through the Baemj. md Buppoited with the graatoat 
firmneu the attacka of the Periiana. The battle wu, 
at fint, fought b; both paniea with great talour and 
obstinacy; but the wiuga of the Athenian army at- 
tacking tlie main body of (he enemy in flank, threw 
them into inetrieiable confuBian. Six thouaand 
Peraiana perishud oa the spot, and amongst the rest, 
the traitor Hippiaa. the priacipal cause of the war* 
The rest of the Persian army fled quickly, and aban- 
doned to the lictors their camp, full of richea. 

Animated by their success, they pursued tha 
Persisna to their rery ships ; of which they took 
aeven, and get Greioseteral moro. On this occasion, 
one CynegiruB, ea Athenian, after performing prodi- 
gies of Talour in the field, endeavoured to prerent a 
particulsr galley from putting Co aea, and for that 
porpoae hsld it fast with his right hand ; wlieo hia 
right hand wai cut off, he then aaUed the gaUej 
with hia left, which being alao cut off, be took bold of 
it with hia teeth, ud kept it ao- until he died. 
Another soldier, aU' covered with the blood of the 
enemy, nn to saoounce the Tictory at Athena ; and 
after crying out, " Rejoice, we are coaqneiora 1" fell 
dead in the preaence of hia fellow cicizma. Tbs 
Creeka in thia engagement lost only t*ro hsodnd 
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THE FABII. 



When C<B80 Fabius and T. Virginins were consuls* 
Kome had several wars to sustain, less dangerous 
thaus troublesome, against the ^qui, Volsci, and 
Veientes. To put a stop to the incursions of the last, 
it would have been necessary to establish a good gar- 
rison upon their frontiers; but the commonwealth 
was too much exhausted of money to be in a condi- 
tion to provide for so many different cares and ex- 
penses. It was then that the family of the Fabii 
shewed a generosity and love of their country, that 
has been the admiration of all ages. They applied to 
the senate, and demanded as a favour, that they 
would be pleased to transfer the care and expenses of 
the garrison necessary to oppose the Veientes, ta 
their house, which required an assiduous rather than 
a numerous body ; promising to support with dignity 
the honour of the Roman name, in that post. Every 
one was charmed with so noble an offer, and it 
was accepted with grateful acknowledgement. The 
news spread over the whole city, and nothing was 
talked of but the Fabii. Every one honoured— 
every one admired their conduct. " If" said they, 
" there were two more such families in Rome, the 
one might take upon them the war against the Volsd, 
and the other against the ^qui, while the common- 
wealth remained quiet, and the forces of particulara 
subdued the neighbouring states." 

Early the next day the Fabii set out, with the 
consul at their head in his robes. Never was there 
so small, and, at the same time, so illustrious an army 
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wen. Tlires Iiundred andui iDldiers, all pHtriciaDi 
■nd of tlie Bsme f»mily. o( wliom there wM not one 
unworthy of commandiDg bh irmy, mucbing against 
the Veii, fgll of eouregs and BlBcritj, under a cBp- 
taiu of their ovm name, Fabiua. 1 Im-j were folkin-pd 
by ■ body of their friends, saiinattd by the tame 
apirit and leal, and BctuMcd only by grpat and noble 
Tiewa. The whole city flocked to aae bo fine a eight, 
■nd praiied thoae generom soldieni in the higbest 
terma. At they paased before the capitol and other 
temples, the assembled multitude implored the gods 
to take tliem under Iheir protection, to favour theii 
aaderuking, and to afford them k speedy and happ; 

When the gdlant band airived nesr the river Cre- 
■lera, which is not fn from tlie Veii, they erected ■ 
fort, which incommoded the enemy ertremely. 
llie Veientea, not finding themBeWeSBtrongenougb to 
ruin the fort, obtBised conBiderable aid from the 
Hetruriana. Tu the meantime the Fibii, encoui^ed 
bytlieirsuccesBfulincursioniintotheenemy'scouDtTy, 
made farther progress erery day. Tbeir eiceaairB 
boldness made the Hetruriana concsiTc tbongbti of 
laying an smbuacade for tbem in seTend places. 
Daring the n^nt, iney sebed all the enmiences tbat 
commanded the plain, uid found meana to conceal k 
good number of troops upon tbem. The next d^ 
they disperaed more cattle about the country than 
they had done before. The Fabii, being apprized 
that the plaiaa were covered with fiocka and herds, 
and defended only by a email numl)er of troops, 
quitted tbeir fort, leaving only a auffident number to 
guard it. They arrived at the place in order of battle. 
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and were preparing to attack the advanced guards of 
the enemy » when the latter, who had their orders so 
to do, fled, without staying till they were charged. 
The Fabii, believing themselves secure, seized the 
shepherds, and were preparing to drive away the 
cattle. The Hetrurians then quitted their skulking 
places, and fell upon the Romans on all sides, most 
of whom were dispersed in pursuit of their prey. AH 
they could do was to rally immediately ; and this they 
could not effect without great difficulty. They soon 
found themselves assailed on every side ; and although 
they fought like lions, yet, as they could not sustain 
this kind of combat long, they drew up in the form of 
a wedge, and, advancing with the utmost fury and 
impetuosity, opened themselves a passage through 
the enemy that led to the side of the mountain. 
Here they halted and fought with fresh courage , the 
enemy allowing them no time to respire. Although 
their number was so small, they defended themselves 
with advantage, and beating down the enemy, who 
did not relax in the attack, they made a great slaughter 
of them. But a body of the Veientes having gained 
the top of the mountain by a circuitous route, fell 
suddenly upon them, and galled them exceedingly 
with a continual shower of darts, llie Fabii de- 
fended themselves to their last breathy and were all 
killed to a man. 

The Roman people were greatly affected with the 
loss of this iUustriotts band of heroes. The day of 
their defeat was ranked among their unfortunate 
days, called nrfasti, on which the tribunals were shut 
up, and no public affair could be negociated,^or at 
WMtooodaded. The memory of these public-spirited 



pitridmii. who hid ao ganenMnly ncrificed tbar 
liTBi and foTtuoei for the Hrrica nf the Kate, could 
Dot be too much honoured. 



THE DECK, 
Decioi, the cddiuI, had, with hii coUe^^iBi Mm. 
lius, die commnid of the Romui forcei. In a baMle 
with the lAtinSj in which the two aitniofl had boon 
engaged for «ome time with equal foicea, TalmiT, md 
Bucceu. the teft wing, commanded by Dedua, gira 
way, and wa« thrown into confuaion. The enemy 
improved the adiaotage, and victory to all appearanca 
decided ia favour of tlie Latins. Inthia diaonler, the 
conaul called oiit to (he pontiff, Valeriua, ■' We hara 
occasion here for the aiaiBtBDce of the gods. Lend 
me the aid of your office, and repeat ths woidi I am 
to pronounce in devoting myaelt for the anoy." 
The pontilF ordered him to put on the robe called 
pr2t«ita ; and with hie head coverod with a teil, 
one hand raised under his robe ai high u hia 
chin, and a javelin under hie feet, ha caused him ta 
pronounce a few sentences, in which ha im[Jored th« 
goda to bestow courage and lictory on the Romans ; 
and solemnly deioted himself to (he for theserviceof 
the state. Having prooounced the words dictated 
bj the pontiff, he ordered his lictora to repair to 
Manlios, and inform him. withnot loss of time, that 
he had deiotod himself to the army. Theo, wiq>pii^ 
hia cloak about him, aiter the Gabian maaner, b* 
threw himself impetuously into the midat of the 
enemy. Tenor and conatemation seemed to leadtha 
Iray before him. Whererer he tuned, the enemy, as 
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if thondentrack, were seized with honor and dread-. 
But when he fell under a shower of darts, the con- 
fusion and disorder of the Latins redoubled. The 
Romans at that instant, fiUed with the confidence of 
having engaged the gods on their side, renewed the 
fight with amazing intrepidity and vigour. The 
fortune of the day was no longer doubtful ; the 
Romans carried every thing before them, made a 
horrible slaughter of the enemy, took their camp, 
and obtained a complete victory. 

The courage of devoting themselves for the pre- 
servation of their country became a kind of domestic 
and hereditary virtue in the family of the Decii. 
llie father gives us an example in the war with the 
Latins. His son did the same in that with the 
Hetrurians ; and his grandson, according to Cicero, 
maintained the glory of the family in ^e war with 
Pyrrhus. 

Q. SC^VOLA. 

When Sylla had made himself master of Rome, 
and expelled his enemies, he summoned the senate to 
meet, and, coming with an armed force, demanded 
that C. Marius should immediately be declared an 
enemy to the people of Rome ; and yet there was 
none found in that grave assembly with courage 
enough to oppose his motion, but by their silence 
gave consent* At length, Q. Scsvola, the augur, 
being pressed to declare his mind, and terribly threat- 
ened by Sylla if he shewed any reluctance, he 
spoke as follows : " Though, Sylla, thou thinkest to 
terrifjr me with thy armed troops that have mdrded 

96-97. ^ 
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lha8sDateIIcnue,ukdliB>e threatened me wjtii death 
ilaelf ; yet I acom to tme a little uiperannuated 
blood, by pniiuiuDciiig Marias an enemy to tbia atate, 
by whue lalnur u4 prudeut conduct not only ili« 
City of Rome, but all Italy, baa beeo preaerved. 

CJESAR. 
Wlien Cour waa adnaed by hia frienda to be more 
caatioiu of the xecuriCy of his person, and not to 
walk among the people without arEoa or any one to 
defend bim, be alwaya replied to these admonitions, 
" He that Uvea in fear of death, eiery moment feela 
it* loiturea ; I inill die but once." 

SUBRIUS FLAVIUS. 
The Roman tribune, Sabriiu Flarins, being im- 
peached for baTiug conapired againat the life of the 
Empei-OT Neto, not only owoed the charge, bnl glo- 
ried in it. Upon tha emperor's asking him what 
proTocatioD be bad given bim to plot bis death t 
"Because I abliorred thee," said Flavius ; "though 
there was not in the whole army one mare lealoualy 
attached to thee than I, so long aa thou didst merit 
affection ; but 1 began to hate thee when thou be- 
earnest Che murderer of thy mother, the murderer of 
thy brother aud wife, a charioteer, a comedian, m 
iucendiaiy, and a tyrant." Tacitus says, that the 
whole conapiracy afibrded nothing which proved ao 
bitter and pungent to Nero as this reproach. He 
ordered Flaiius to be immediately put to death ; 
which he Buffered with amazing intrepidity. When 
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the executioner desired him to stretch out bis neck 
valiantly, he reptied, " I wish thou mayost strike as 
valiantly. 



** 



PATRIOT MOTHERS. 
A Chinese emperor, pursued by the victorious 
forces of a prince of inferior ruik, who bad taken up 
ams in the cause of liberty, in order to extricate bim- 
self, had recourse to the principle of filial duty and 
reverence, which is carried in Cbina to a superstitious 
excess. An officer, with a drawn sabre in his band, 
was despatched to the mother of the victor, with a 
commandfrom the emperor,(in whose power sbe w as,) 
on pain of death, to order her son to disband bis 
uoops. Disdainfully smiling at the message, the 
intrepid matron replied, " Doth thy master believe 
that I am ignorant of the tacit, but sacred, convention 
between the people and their sovereigns, by which 
the master is bound to render happy the servant who 
obeys 1 It is the emperor who has first violated this 
treaty ; and thou, vile tool of a tyrant, learn in such 
a case, from a loonian, what is due to thy country." 
Then snatchingfrom his hand the weapon,she plunged 
it in her breast. " Slave !" said she, as the blood 
flowed from the wound, " if thou hast still any virtue, 
carry this poignard to my son. I'ell him to revenge 
the nation, and punish Uie usurper. He has now no 
caution to observe on the account of his mother. He 
is at liberty to be virtuous." 

When Abdallah, forsaken by his friends and be- 
sieged in a castle, was urged by the Syrians to an 
honourable capitulation, he consulted his mother^ 

c S 
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\v4io thus replied to him. " My son, when thoa 
tookest up arms against the house of Omniah, didst 
thou believe thyself espousing the cause of jnatioe 1" 
" I did/' repHed the son. " Where then is the 
cause for deliberation t Dost thou not know, that 
cowards only are swayed by fear 1 Wilt thoa be the 
acorn of the Omnites 1 and shall it be said, that, 
when thou wast to determine between life anddu^, 
thou didst prefer the former 1*^ 



A Lacedemonian mother had five sons in a battle 
that was fought near Sparta, and seeing a soldier that 
had left the scene of action, eagerly inquired of him 
how affairs went on 1 " All your five sons are slain," 
said he. " Unhappy wretch !" replied the woman, 
" I ask thee not of what concerns my children, bat of 
what concerns my country.'' " As to that, all is 
well/' said the soldier. "Then/' said she, <*let 
them mourn that are miserable ; my countiy is pros- 
perous, and I am happy.' 
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SEWARD, EARL OF NORTHUMBERLAND. 

Seward the Brave, Earl of Northomberland, on 
learning that his son had been slain, whom he had 
sent into the army against the Scots, demanded 
whether his wounds were in the fore or back part of 
his body ; and being informed in the fore part, re- 
plied, " I am rejoiced to hear it, and wish no other 
kind of death to befal me or mine." 

When the same Seward felt in his sickness that 
death was fast approaching he quitted his bed, and 
put on his armour, saying, " that it became not a 
man to die like a beast /* on which he died standing, 
au act as heroic as it was singular. 
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KING STEPHEN. 

In the battle of Lincoln, fought between the armies 
of King Stephen and the Empress Maud, the most 
determined bravery was displayed. The troops of 
Maud threw away Uieir lances, and fejl sword in hand 
among Stephen's cavaliers ; who, not ooing able to 
stand the fiist onset, fled in the utmost disorder, 
llie king, being thus left destitute to the right and 
left, was surrounded by the enemy ; and though he 
behaved himself with the utmost skill and bravery 
i^ainst great odds, he was obliged to yield to the 
superiority of strength and numbers. He fought with 
extraordinary address,tillhis battle-axe was broken to 
pieces ; then, drawing his sword, he defended himself 
singly against a large party that surrounded him. In 
this unequal conflict he shivered his sword ; but still 
continued to fight with his truncheon, till he received 
a blow with a stone which brought him to the ground ; 
yet starting up, he continued to fight on his knees 
with incredible obstinacy, when William de Kaimes, 
a knight, seized his crest, and presenting the point of 
his sword, threatened to kill him on the spot if he 
d«d not instantly surrender. He, however, refused to 
give himself up to any but the Earl of Gloucester, 
(the brother of the empress) who, being near the spot, 
came up and took him prisoner, together with four 
noblemen who endeavoured to rescue him. 



DEATH OF RICHARD COEUR DE LION. 

Richard Coeur de Lion, having invested the castle 
of Chains, was shot in the shoulder with an arrow -, 

i: 3 
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■n Diukilful ■urgeoii, endeaTODTing to eitnct tlM 
weipon, DUngled the wauad in sach a muiaer, thtl 
■ gugTSDS eniued. Ilia cutla being Uken, ud lbs 
king perceiviiig he ihtnild not live, ordered BortraB) 
de Uourdon, who had ihot the ■mw, to be biuu^ 
ialo hii preience. " What hnm did I ever do thee t" 
■aid the king, " thtt thou ahouldat kill me 1" Ber- 
tnm replied, with great magnwinutj end courage, 
" Ynu killed with jrour own bond my hither end tWQ 
of aj brotbera. and you tikewiM deeigned to Irare 
killed me. Yon may latiate youi re*enga. I ehooW 
cheerfully auSer all the toimenu that can be iuAicted, 
were I aun of baling deliTerad the world of a tjnmt 
who filled it with blood and carnage." This bold end 
qnriled anawei itnuik Richard with mnorae. He 
ordered the prieoner to be prewnted with one tiOB- 
dted ihiUinga, and aet at liberty ; but Haccardec, 
one of the king'a ftienda, Lke a true niffian, ordeied 
bim to be flayed alivv. 



EUSTACHE DE RIBAUMONT, 
Wben Edward III. took Calaia from the Treiteb, 
he entnuted the gotemmeat ot it to A imeri di Paiii, 
an Italian, by whom he bad been educated. This 
mm had agreed for a aecret Bum to reetore it, ud 
Geoffry de Charay, the goremor at St. Omer, wei, 
on a day fixed, to bring the money and enter the 
town. On the day appointed, he came with wiae 
choaen troopa, placed them near Calaii, and Mst ia 
the money to the goremar. A delay took pUce, 
ander pretence that the money wu wrong i and 
Kdward the Third, to whom Aimeri had dinKxared 
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Che whole transaction, rushed oat on horseback, dis- 
guised, with some horsemen, to attack the French 
troops. Among them was a knight celelnrated for 
his bravery, of Uie name of Eustache de Bibaumont. 
The king, desirous to try his strength with him, cried 
out, "A moi, Ribaumont!" The valiant knight imme- 
diately flew at him with great violence, and un- 
horsed him; Edward, remouirting, attacked him with 
equal bravery, but could make no impression on him. 
At last, Bibaumont finding himself idone, his friends 
and companions having fled, surrendered himself to 
Edward, without knowing that he had the honour of 
being made a pristmer by a sovereign. Edward con- 
ducted him to the castle of Calais, when he thus 
addressed him. " Bibaumont Eustache, of all the 
knights in the world that I have seen, you best know 
how to attack your enemy, aod to defend yourself. 
I never in my life was engaged in any combat, in 
which I had more to do to defend myself than I have 
had with you. I give you very readily the glory of 
it, and that of being above all the knights of my 
court.'' At the same time, the generous prince re- 
leased him, and presented him with • circle of pearls, 
which he wore upon his own head, and put it upon 
that of the kuight, bidding him wear it as a mark of 
his courage. 



BLIND KING OF BOHEMIA. 

When John de Loxemborg, the blind King of 
Bohemia, was told that the French were in terrible 
disorder at the battle of Cressy ; that his son Charles 
had been obliged to retire dangerously woionded ; that 



20 PEEClt ANECDOTEf. 

the Engliih had made 1 dreadful caratge ; uid tliM 
the Black Prince bore down eyrty tbing befors hia 
by bia ineaiatililfl valour, he commaaded hji kuighu 
to lead bJTn into the hottest part of the battle igaiiiM 
tbe ^ouDgwarcioi'' Accordingly, four of hia atteDdanta 
havipg placeJ him in the middle, and ititerliiced tho 
bridle) of their horaea, ruihed with him intu the thick- 
eat of the enemy's lanka, and the blind king intor- 
changed a few atrokaa with the prince ; they wore, 
holreTer, aoon parted, and the Bohemian nuHiucli 
and bia followen fell ili the battle. 

THE BLACK PRINCE 

When Edwwd the Black Frinca took tha dty of 
Limogea by atorm, he f.ie op the inhabitanta ta 
alaughter, until, proceeding farther into the town, he 
perceived tbree French geatlemeu, who with incre- 
dible courage were alone laataining the aback of hit 
Tictarioua army. Hie conaideration and reapect of 
■Dcb diatingoiabed valaur immediately blanted the 
edge of bis resentment, and he began by gianting 
the lirei of these three peraona. to apare the Uvea of 
aU that were in the town. 

The three heroee, whose names were Jehan de 
Villemur, Huguea de la Boche, and Roger de Beaatbrt, 
when they saw the misery and destruction that was 
pres^Dg upon themselves and tbeii people, rosol^ed 
to sell their lives dearly, aa true cheiraUeTa ought to 
do. When the prince in his car cane to the apot 
where they were, be observed with great pleaanra 
their eitraordinary acts of valoni. The three watriora, 
after having fought thus valiantly, finng their eyes 
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Upon their swords, said with one voice to the prince, 
and the Duke of Lancaster, "My lords, we are 
youTB ; >ou have conquered us, dispose of us ac- 
cording to the law." "By heaven/' replied the 
Duke of Lancaster, " we have no other intention, and 
therefore make you prisoners.' 



)i 



THE FIRST OF THE COUPLANDS. 

At the battle of Nevil*s Cross, when the Scottish 
army was defeated at every point. King David dis- 
dained to flee or surrender ; and his nobles, forming a 
circle for his protection, prolonged the fight till two 
wounds which he received brought him to the ground. 
Coupland, a Northumbrian gentleman, instantly 
sprang from his charger to seize on the royal prey. 
A violent struggle ensued ; Coupland lost two of his 
teeth ; but he secured the king, and, with the assist- 
ance of eight friends, carried him safely through the 
crowd, and rode with him to his castle of Ogle. David 
was conducted in great state to London. Coupland 
was knighted, and rewarded with the grant of an 
ample estate of land. 

MARGARET OF NORWAY. 

In the great church at Roekild, there is shewn a 
large whetstone, which they say was sent to the cele- 
brated Queen Margaret, by Albert, King of Sweden, 
in derision, intimating that women should sharpen 
their needles, instead of aiming at war. The wit, 
which is very poor, was better answered by the queen, 
who replied that she would apply it to Uie odges of 
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her xridieT'i iwordi. She wu » good u her word ■ 
(lie fought Albeit io ■ pitcbeil battle ; gave bim n 
entin OTerthniw ; nid made bim prisouMr. Id thM 
■ituition ihe kppt bim Mten yean, aod Uiea oul; 
releued him on tci^ hard cooditioni. 

OONSALVO OF CORDOVA. 

In an engBgement which the Spaniarda fought luider 
GodbbIio of Cordon, Iheir potrder-magaiine wat 
blown ap by Ihe Sral discharge of (he enemy ; but 
■0 fat vas thie from djacouragiog ti>e genenl, Ibit 
be immediately cried out to bis aoldien, " My 
brave boya, the victory ia ours ! Heaves fella na I7 
this signal, that vre sbsll have no fuMher occaaioB 
for our artillery." lliis confidance of the genenl 
paased to the soldiers ; they rushed to the coktaat, 
and gained s complete victory. 

liie BBme general cammanded the Spaniah anay 
in the kingdom of Naplei in the year ISOi. Tb« 
troops, ill paid and wanting oeceasariei, took q> 
arms, and presented tbemaelves before Gonsalvo ^ 
order of battle to demand their pay. One af Aa 
boldest of them urged the matter so far. aa ta lavel 
at him the point of bis hslbert. The general, not in 
the leaat dismayed, or even seeming to be siupriaed, 
laid hold of the aoldiet's em, and affecting a gay nd 
smiling sir, as if it had bees only in play, mii, 
" Take care, comrade, that in playing with thsi 
weapon you do not wound m«." His presenca of 
mind, and cool and undaunted manner, saved him; 
but in the night he had the seditious soldier put to 
dcBIb, and guspeoded from a window, where Ihe 
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whole army saw faim exposed the next day. This 
example of severity confirmed the general's authority, 
which sedition had so nearly oyertumed. 

Gonsalvo took Naples by storm in the year 1503 ; 
and when some of the soldiers expressed Uieir disap- 
probation at not having had a sufficient share in the 
spoil of that rich city, Gonsalvo nobly replied, " I 
will repair your bad fortune ; go to my apartments, 
take there all you can find ; I give it all into your 
hands." 



CATHARINA THE HEROIC. 

In an ancient chronicle of the sixteenth century, 
entitled, ''Res in Ecdesia et Politica Christiana 
gesta, ab anno 1500, ad ann. 1600, auctore, J. Sof- 
fing, Theolog. Doct."; we find the following re- 
markable story. 

As the Emperor Charles the Fifth, on his return, 
in the year 1547, from the battle of Muhlberg, to his 
camp in Swabia, passed through Thuringia, Catharina, 
Countess Dowi^er of Schwartzburgh, bom Princess of 
Henneberg, obtained of him a letter of safeguard, 
that her subjects might have nothing to suflfisr from the 
Spanish army on its march through her territories ; in 
return for which she bound herself to allow the Spanish 
troops that were transported to Rudolstadt, on the 
Saalbrucke, to supply themselves with bread, beer, and 
other provisions, at a reasonable price, in that place. 
At the same time, she took the precaution to have the 
bridge, which stood close to the town, demolished in 
all haste, and reconstructed over the rivef at a con- 
siderable distance, that the too great proximity of 
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the city might be no temptation to her rapacious 
guests. TheinhaUitants, too, of all the places trough 
which the umy was to pass, were informed that they 
might send the chief of their valuables to the castle 
of Rudolstadt. 

In the mean time, the Spanish general, attended by 
Prince Henry of Brunswick and his boob, approached 
the city, and invited themselves, by amessenger whom 
they despatched before, to take their morning's repast 
vHitii the Countess of Schwartzbui^h. So modest a 
request made at the head of an army was not to be 
rejected : the answer returned was, Uiat they should 
be kindly supplied with what the house afforded ; 
that his excellency might come, and be assured of a 
welcome receptioQ. However, she did not neglect, 
at the same time, to remind the Spanish general of the 
safeguard, and to urge home to him the conscientious 
observance of it. 

A friendly reception and a well furnished table 
welcomed the arrival of the duke at the castle. He 
was obliged to confess tbat the Thnringian ladies had 
an excellent notion of cookery, and did honour to the 
laws of hospitality. But scarcely had they taken their 
seats, when a messenger, out of breath, called the 
countess f^om the hall : his tidings informed her, that 
the I^Mmish soldiershad used violence in some villages 
on the way, vmI had driven off the cattle belonging to 
the peasants. Cttharina was a true mother to her 
people ; whatever the poorest of her subjects unjustly 
suffered, wounded her to the very quick. Full of in- 
dignation at this breach of faith, yet not forsi^en by 
her present of mind, she ordered her whole retinue 
to aim themselves immediately in private, and to bolt 
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and bar all the gates of the castle ; which done, she 
returned to the hall, and rejoined the princes, who 
were still at table. Here she complained to them in 
the most moving tenns of the usage she had met with, 
and how badly the imperial wc^rd was kept. They 
told her, laughing, that this was the custom in war, 
and that such trifling disorders of soldiers in marching 
through a place were not to be minded. " That we 
shall presently see," replied she, stoutly ; " my poor 
subjects must have their own again, or (raising her 
Toice in a threatening tone) prince's blood for oxen's 
blood." With this emphatical declaration she gave 
a signal, on which the room was in a few moments 
filled with armed men, who, sword in hand, yet with 
great reverence, planting themselves behind the chairs 
of the princes^ took place of the waiters. On the 
entrance of so many fierce-looking fellows, Duke Alva 
changed colour, and they all gaeed at one anotlier in 
silent terror. Cut off from the army, surrounded 
'by a resolute body of men, what could they do 1 The 
duke instantly despatched an order to the army, to 
restore the cattle vnthout delay to the persons from 
whom they had been stolen. On the return of the 
courier, with a certificate that all damages had been 
made good, the Countess of Schwartzburgh politely 
thanked her guests for the honour they had done her 
castle ; and they, in return, very joyfully took thei^ 
leave. 

It was in honour of this action that she received 
the surname of " the Heroic." 
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CATHERINE DE MEDICIS. 

With all lier faults, wc cannot help admiring the 
courage of Catherine de Medicis. When at the 
siege of Rouen, in 1563, she exposed herself lil^e a 
common soldier to the cannonading of the town, and 
was reproved by the Duke de Guise and the Cardinf^ 
of Lorraine, for thus risking the sacred person of a 
queen : she nobly replied, *' Why should I spare my 
person more than you do 1 Is it because I have less 
interest in what is doing, or less courage than you ? 
It is true, that I am not so strong as you are, b^t I am, 
I trust, as bold." 

MILITARY BON MOTS. 

A Lacedemonian was once rallied with having 
painted a fly on his shield, as if he wished to avoid 
being known , by adopting so small a mark of distinc- 
tion. ** You are deceived," said the brave Lacede- 
monian : " I shall go so near my enemies, that they 
will easily recognize me." 

Louis VI. of France, in one of his engagements, 
was in considerable danger ; a soldier of the enemy 
took hold of the bridle of his horse, crying out, " the 
king is taken." " No, sir," replied Louis, raising his 
battle-axe, with which he hewed down the soldier, 
'* no, sir ; a king is never taken, not even at chess.** 

At the siege of Ostend, a soldier was holding up a 
loaf of bread in a boasting manner, when a shot took 
off the uppei-most half, leaving the other in his hand •, 
on which he coolly said, " the shot had divided fairly, 
and left him the better half." 
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An Euglbh officer, in a sally from Ostend, had one 
of his arms shot uffwith a cannon-ball, which, taking 
up with him, he canied into the town to the surgeon, 
to whom he said, " Behold the arm which but at 
dinner did help its fellow/' 

General Medows, equally rehovt'ned for his wit und 
bravery, being on areconnoitering party in the Mysore 
country, a twenty-four pound shot struck the ground 
at some distance from the general, and was passing 
in such a direction as would have exposed him to 
danger had he continued his road. Quick as lightning 
he stopped his horse, and pulling off his hat very 
gracefully, as the shot rolled on, good himiouredly said-, 
" I beg you to proceed, sir ; I never dispute precedence 
with any gentleman of yuur family." 

When the Regisnt Duke of Bedford approached 
within a league of Vemeuil, before which the French 
weie encamped, he sent a herald to offer them battlis. 
and at the same time bid them tell DouglaA, who haw 
a principal command in the French army, that he was 
•« come to take a Int with him." Douglas smartly 
replied, thdt " he should find the cloth laid." 

An American soldier during the siege of Quebec, 
being posted as a sentinel in a place of some dange-r, 
requested his officer to change his situation. Being 
asked the reason, he replied, " He knew not bow it 
was, but he did not feel himself hold enough to stay 
there." 

CAPITULATION E.^TRAORDINARY. 

llie catholics, commanded by the Duke of Anjoii, 
besieged Rochelle in the year 1573. Thete was, 
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neu tha (onnteracnTp. i mill, of wliivb ■ Captain 
Nonnanil hadobtainadpoaMBUonanconditiDaofpro- 
UclingiC HeatGrUtboughiafronifyiugit.butMeiiig 
lhathflwciuldnotbeKble to putit inaitate of dtffcnca» 
he contented himaelf with hohliog it during ths dij 
witli ■ *m>l1 p*it; of aoldieri, whom be witbdrew M 
niglit, Ivaiing qnljone aeatinel. Suoisi.ooe of the 
catholic gvnerilA, thinking hb might derivif some ad- 
Tantigpfrora thii mill, attacked i( one moonlight night 
with B detachment, and two culveiins. A saldiaiaf 
tW Iile of Rh£, one of the name of Baihot, the onlj 
defender of this bad (Utioa, held it rewlutelf . He 
ired with on incredible celeritj a number of ahota 
Irom an arquebuu oa (he aaaailanta, and, by varjiDf 
the inflectians of bia voice, he made them believe that 
he bad aereial comiadea. Captain Noimiod, from ■ 
hatllameni, eoconraged him, and Bpeaking to him ai U 
there had been a whole compinj in the mill, cried 
gut, " that they had nobljrmaintained their position," 
but that he nouldiendBTeinforcementaooQ. Barbot, 
however, aeeiDghimanlf on the point of being forced, 
demanded quarter for himBetf and for olhera in the 
mill, which was granted. He inxmediatel; laid down 
his arma, and exhibited the whole gBrriion in hia owa 



SIR RICHARD GRENVILLE. 
Sir Richard GTenriUe. an English admiral in tha 
reiga of Queen Elizabeth, in cruising off tha Aiorea 
^^DSl the Spaniards, was seperaledftom hia aqnadron 
by diBCrrasof weather, and fell jn with the wholefleet of 
the enemy, conaiBting of no less thsn fifty-three ahipe. 
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The gallant admiral neither scnipled lit the weight 
of their metal, or feared the aiiperiority of Huit^rfl ; 
but with undaunted courage, and 6nly \ak owii single 
ship, began the attack, siink nine of th^ enemy, fiuid 
disabled many more. At leiigth, having Consiiihed all 
his powder and ammunition , lost his masts, and without 
hope of relief or assistance, most of his men being 
killed ot wounded, he was requested by the isurviving 
part of the Officers and crew to surrender. The brave 
admiral rejected the proposal with a most generous 
disdain, and declared he would rather die a ihouisand 
deaths, than bring the least dii^honour tO his queen, his 
country, or himself. Spent and exhausted with fatigue 
and wounds, he breathed his last in the following words. 
" I resign my life with the utmost pleaisure and satia- 
fiaction. I have acted the part of a good subject and 
a gallant commander. I have finished my course, a. 
course devoted to religion and honour, to my queen 
and country. My eoul quits this earthly tabernacle 
with joy trumiphant ; and I make no doabt that pos- 
terity will reverence and perpetuate my memory^ as 
they will pay a due regard to a brave soldier and an 
honest man.'' I'hus terminated the life of the re- 
nowned Sir Richard Grenville. 



CRILLGN. 

\y hen the brave Crillon was desired by his soverej^^ 
Henry the Third of France, to assist in the assassir 
nation of the Duke of Guise, he refused in a firm but 
gentle manner, adding, ** I will attack him, sire, faiily 
in single combat, with all my heart. I will run in upon 
him ; he will of course kill me, and I shall kill him. 

I) .3 
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A nto that ii canleu of hU own life, jou know, has 
■Iwiji that of hia eDam; in bia power." 

CiillaD wui not piaaent it the Uttln of Arqura, 
whera Henij the FaurUi gained a coioplete lictoi;. 
But the monarch wrote to him thia laconic epiatlo : 
"Hang joonalf immediately, brsFgCrilloDl Walitva 
bad an engagement at Arquea, and you wars not 
there. Adieu ! Jt wot ainu kUrtai Iranrt." 

The lilt Duke of Guiae, when he wia very yiMmg, 
endeiToared to alarm the rourageof Crillon, by cocc 
pretending that the town in which he wia aileep wu 
beaieged by the enenky, Crillon^ iwikened from bia 
■leep by the noise, niibed out with hii uiuil intrepi- 
dity, and finding it to be a trick, laid to the duke, 
" Young man, 1 wonld adviie yon neiiet ^jain to 
think of sounding the courage of i man of honaoT. 
By deitb itself, if you bad foand me fail, I ihould 
li»e atruck my d^ger into your heart." 

COUNTESS DE ST. BELMONT. 
When M. de St. Belmont, who defended a fe«Ut 
(brtreu igiiDit the arms of Louii XIV., was tiken 
prisonEr. bii intrepid wife, Madame la Comteaie de 
St. Belmont, who was of a nuut heroic dinposition, 
itiU remained upon the eatatea to take care of them. 
An officer of ciialtj bating taken up his quartera 
there without mvitatioD, Madame de St. Belmont aent 
him a verydiil letter of complaint on biaillbehaTioor, 
which he treated with contempt. Piqued attbis,ahe 
naolied be should give heriatiartction, and sent biin 
■ c<ialleiige, which she signed, " Le Chevalier de St. 
Belmont." IV officer accepted it, and repaired tn 
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the place appointed. Madame de St. Belmont met 
bim, dreaaed in men*s clothea. lliey immediately 
drew their aworda, and ihe heroine had the advantage 
of him ; when , after diaarming him, she aaid with a very 
gradoua anule, *' You thought, air, I doubt not, diat 
you were fighting with the Chevalier de St. Belmont ; 
it ia, however, Madame de St.Belmonf, who retoma 
you your aword, and bega you in future to pay more 
regard to the requeati* of the ladiea." She then left 
him, covered with ahame and confuaion. 

THE CHEVALIER BAYARD. 

*' Oh, fallen from glotry^s honoured height ! 
Who, foremoat ever in the fight. 
Gave, lion-like, the hoatile blow, 
Fled*at wolf-Uke, facing atiU the foe. 

It was aaid of Bayard, by the military men of 
hia time, that he aaaaulted like a greyhound, defended 
himself like a lion, and retreated like a wolf, which 
always retires from its pursuers with its fi^ce towards 
them. His device was a porcupine, with this motto : 
Vires t^minis unut hqbeU 

One man poasesses the power of a whole troop. 

This waa given him, in consequence of his having 
singly defended a bridge againat two hundred Spa- 
niards. 

At the piege of Meneres, which town ho defended , 
the Comte de Numu summoned him to surrender it. 
"Nay," replied he, "if I must march out of the place, 
it shall be over a bridge of the dead bodies of the 
enemy." 

At the defeat of Romagnans, Bonivet, wounded 
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and not able to serre any longer, gave the comman! 
of the army up to Bayani ; w]io, as usoal, performed 
prodigiea of valour, until he was wounded by i 
musket-shot, which broke the Tertebrn of his back. 
He then caused himself to be helped off his horae, 
and to be placed at the foot of a tree, ** that at least," 
said he, " I may die facing the enemy." llioa fdH 
the brave fiayard, the chevalier tam peur et turn 



DUKE DE MONTMORENCI. 

Tlie character of the very unfortunate Duke de 
Montmorenci, whom Cardinal Richelieu persecuted 
to death, seems to have been composed of the Tirtues 
that should distinguish high rank, courage, and libe- 
rality. When, after the fatal battle of Castelnadauri, 
he was brought, wounded in many places, to be exa- 
mined before the parliament of Thoulouse, he asked 
the officer who had taken him prisoner, how he could 
identify his person? ** Alas ! my lord," replied he, 
with tears in his eyes, *' the flames and the smoke 
with which you were covered prevented me at first 
from distinguishing you ; but when I saw in the heat 
of the engagement a person, who, after having broken 
six of our ranks, was still killing some of our soldiers 
ill the seventh, I thought that he could be no one 
except the Due de Montmorenci ; but 1 did not cer- 
tainly know that he was the person, till I saw him 
stretched upon the ground, with his horse dead upon 
him." 
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GALLANT SUITOR, 

The Abb4 Arnaold, in his entertaining memoirs, 
relates, that King Jamea I. and his coart bt* ing once 
present at cue of the combats between ball dogs and 
lions, at that time frequent in London, one of the 
maids of honour to the queen was attended by a 
young man of fashion, who was much attached to her, 
but whom she treated with indifference. • The lady, 
either to prove the strength of his passion, or perhaps 
to get rid of him, dropped one of her gloves upon the 
stage, and, taming to the gentleman, affected to ap- 
pear extremely concerned at her loss. He well knew 
what this meant, and quitting his seat very coolly, 
walked upon the stage with his sword drawn, and his 
left arm wrapped up in his cloak. He then picked 
np the glove which had exposed him to so much 
danger, returned to his seat, and restored to the lady 
her glove, to the admiration of the whole court. 
Having vindicated his courage, the gallant youth very 
properly punished the coquette who had put it to so 
severe a test, by taking no further notice of her. 

PITCHED BATTLE. 

Seigneur de Beaomanoir, a partisan of the Count of 
Blois, conferring one day with Richard Bembron, the 
English commandant of Ploermel, a small fortress in 
Bretagne, on the means of preventing the mutual 
outrages their respective soldiers committed upon the 
peasants, quarrelled, and a challenge took place. 1 1 
was agr^ that the two commanders should meet 



*t ■ given spot, nltli tliiiLy an each ade, uid MItl* 
the dUpule. Bcaumwioir and Beinbrou ippeared M 
the daj ippomted, inned cop-B-ptrd, sad at the lirad 
oC tbeii iMpecliTD Kldien. 'ib» CDthuiium tLit 
inflwned the»in«lenitloi«tii*ndCuriitiiinajMailj 
be iniAgined, The^ charged m«t fariouilyt man 
Bgaiuat man. Ten nf the En^ish vera eitherkilM 
oi dangercHulj wounded, when tha plan i>f btttll* 
win changed, and each paitj' fbnned itaelf into a little 
aquadnia. The iuiglialicamiBiuideTwis thrown down, 
auil slain upoa the (pot. The commindef of Iba 
Frrcich, dangeioualjwoaideil, and ready to liiik with 
beat and thint. dedred one of his companion* to glt« 
him aamething to drink. The latter replied, " Beaa- 
mauoir, diink aome of jour own bicwd, and jovt 
thiiit will go off. You suit p«wat to the Ter; lait 
eilrenitj." Bfaumanoii, animated hj thale wDida, 
CMidDaed the atruggle, and remuBed maater of tha 
field." 

FEMALE PATRIOT. 
When Charlea the Twelfth iBTadod Nofw«j, in 
tlie year 1716, tlie main bod]' of hia armj advaoced 
towarda ChristiaOB, nheoce a detachment was aeat ta 
destroy the ailiel Woifca at KousberE. On this ei- 
peditiun, a party of eight hUlidred httnefnen, com- 
manded byColaael LoereD, pUsed thitxigh a namw 
defile in the Hirestuewood, md quartetnd fbr the 
nig^E at Notderhoug, in (lie tteighbouthbnd ef which 
a junall detachment of Norwegian dragoona had been 
BUtioned to watch the inaiiolis of the enemy. The 
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soon after his arrival received infonnatioa Ihat tiie 
Norwegians were only at the distance of three miles, 
and altogether ignorant of his arrival. Mrs. Anna 
Colbioemsen, the wife of the clergyman, who was 
confined at that time to his bed, happened to overhear 
a consultation among her guests, in which it was re- 
solved to attack the Norwegians by break of day, and 
thea to march against Konsberg. She immediately 
determined to apprise her countrymen of their danger. 
In the mean time, the greatest attention was paid to 
her guests ; and while she appeared wholly oocufHed 
in providing for their entertainment, i^nproved her in- 
formation. She displayed equal apparent benevolence 
towards the comforts of the private soldiers ; and ob 
pretext of wanting other necessaries to complete their 
entertainment^ she despatched a servant, as it were, to 
procure them. 

I'he Swedish colonel, in the mean time, inquired 
of Mrs. Colbioemaen the road to Stein, where he in^ 
tended to station his outposts, and was completeljr 
deceived by her replies. He ordered his horses to be 
kept in readiness at the door; but she contrived to 
make the gro<»As intoxicated, upon which she put the 
horses in the stable and locked the door. Her next 
object was, under the plea of compassion, to obtain 
permission of the colonel to light a fire in the yard to 
co^tfort his men. lliis fire she insensibly increased 
to such a degree, that it served as a beacon to guide 
the Norwegians to the spot ; for she had informed 
her countrymen, that a fire would be a signal for them 
to advance. Every thing succeeded to her utmost 
wishes; and her address and intrepidity were re- 
*varded by the arrival of the Norwegians at her house 



witboot diicMBTjr. They took ths Swediib colone 
prUoDer. lad eithei cut to pieces m put to Bight tbt 
whole of hii pirty : upoa which, thej sit down to tha 
•ttteitunniBat which Hn. ColbtoetnMn hid proiidod 

The next moniiiig, iho went out. in compiny wi& 
another femila, to Tiew the Geld of bttde. Th« 
Swede*,wha hid B«d du ring the night, in the meiBtiBM 
nllied, nd haag itill niperior in Duotbeii to tha 
Norwegimni, they rsulred lo ittu^ them ; bnt beinf 
igaorint of the force of the enemy, the; KDt oat • 
reronnoilrring put; ; who, filling in with Mn. Col- 
bioemir^n, tho corponl rode up to her, lad pointii^ 
hii cvbine toherbieiit. deminded inMmt intcuibMiaB 
U to the pociljan and numben of tha Norwogiui. 
Her eompuion fiintad sway ; batMn. CotbioemMm 
boldly uked, "Is it the oidaiof your Idngtoihoot 
old women r llie corpotil, ibai^ed, reBOrad hi* 
carbine, but peniited in hii £nt queitiaii. " Aa to 
their number*," she replied, " that yon may caiily 
find out. ai they are it thii mnmenl muitering behiod 
the church, in order to punoe you. Man 1 cannot 
tell you, not hiTing; conuted them ; but thia I knew, 
they are ainumeroua aa the beea in a hi>e." Relying 
upon thii intolligence, the party retnmed to their 
countrymen, who fled in all directiona ; audaach waa 
their confuilon rnddiioider, that many were taken b]> 
the natiTss, and many loat in tha [areata. 
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EXTRAORDINARY DEFENCE OF NEMEZ. 

The Austrians, the Poles, and the Veoetians having 
formed a powerAil league i^;ainst the Turks in 1 686, 
the Polish general entered Moldavia, and posted hi]n« 
self in front of the fortress of Nemez, which had been 
abandoned by all the inhabitants, and left to only 
nineteen Moldavian chasseurs who had the hardihood 
to remain. These brave men raised the bridges, shut 
the gates, and refused to surrender. The Poles, who 
were ignorant of the state of the garrison, canno- 
naded the place for four days. The chasseurs de« 
fended themselves with vigour, killed a great number 
of the besiegert, and in particular the master of the 
artillery. Qn the fifth day, having lost ten of their 
comrades, they demanded to capitulate. An honour*^ 
able capitulation was granted to them, veith permission 
to go wher^ they chose* As foon as the capitulation 
was signed* 9ix men came out of the garrison, bearing 
on their shoulders three others, who were wounded. 
At this spectacle, sentiments of admiration, of shame, 
«nd of rage, succeeded each other in the breast 
of the Polish general. He remained for a moment 
speechless, but the sense of honour boqnd him to his 
engagement, and he dismissed these brave men with 
the highest eulogium on their courage. 



SIR CLOUDESLEY SHOVEL. 

Sir Cloudcsley Shovel, whose melancholy shipwreck 
on the rocks of Scilly is well known, was, when a boy, 
on board a ship commanded by Sir John Narborough, 
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ivlio, during BD actlmi, expressed * very earneit wish 
to haie Bome orden of cODBeqaence couvejed tn ■ 
■hip m a conaid«rabl« distBDce. ShOTel heftring tliifl, 
immediMely undettook to convey it ; and this he ac- 

tu«Ily performed, swimmingtliroujli the enemj'i line 
of fire, with ihe deapntchrs in bis mouth. 

LADY INGILBY. 
After the battle of MsTBlon Moor, CromweU, re- 
turning from the pursuit of s psity of the royslists, 
purposed to stop it Kipley, and lisiicg an officer in 
hb troop, s leluion of Sir William Ingilby, be sent 
hiiD toannouncehis'arrica]. The officer was informed 
by the porter at the gate, thiil Sir William was abaeat, 
but that he might send aoymessage be pleased to his 
lady. Having sent in hia name, and obtsined ui au- 
dience, he was answered by the lady, that no socJi 
peraon should be admitted there i adding, she had 
force sufficient to defend herself and ^t houae 
gainst all rebels. The officer, on his part, reprO' 
aenled the silremo folly of rnakii^! any resistance ; 
■ad, that the safest way wnuld be to sidniit the general 
peaceably, ^fter much persuasion, tbo lady took 
the advice of her kinimsn, and received Cromwell at 
the gate of the lodge, with s pair of pistols stuck iK 
her Bpron-scringi iand having (old him, she expected 
that neither he nor his soldiers would behave im- 
properly, led the way to the hall ; where, sitting 
each on a sofa, these two eitraordinary personages, 
equally jealous of each other's Intentiana, passed the 
whole night. At hia departure in the m^iniing, the 
lady observed, " It wm well he had behaved in ao 
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petceable a manner ; for that, had it been otherwise* 
he would not liave left that house uith his life." 



BRITISH TARS. 

When a vessel commanded by Prince Rupert had 
sprung a leak» and was filling with water so rapidly 
that there were no hopes of saving her, his crew« con- 
sisting of about sixty men, entreated him to save him- 
self by getting into the boat, and taking with him 
whomsoever he might select to row it, telling him that 
he was destined and appointed for future achieve- 
ments. He refused for some time, but at length 
quitted the vessel) and took as many in th6 boat as it 
would carry, when the rest, vrith the utmost courage^ 
remained in the vessel, and it almost immediately sunki 



DUKjK of ALBEMARLE. 

The famous Duke of Albemarle, who was equally 
distinguished in naval and milidlry exploits, possessed 
personal courage in the highest degree. When the 
Dutch fleet approached Chatham, the duke appre^ 
bending they would labd, exposed himself to the 
hottest of theif fire, that his example might keep 
others to their duty, and defeat the design of the 
enemy. Wheti a person of distinction expostulated 
with him on the danger to which he exposed himself, 
and would have persuaded him to retire, he answered 
very coolly, *' Sir, if I had beeil afraid of bullets, I 
should have quitted this trade of a soldier long agd." 
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SARL OF SANDWICH. 
On the ImduDg out of tha Mcond Dntcli war in 
167«, th« Eul of Suidwicli went to let with the 
Duke of York, uid conunndMl tbe blue diiiBiod. 
I'bey »on cncoimteTod the Dutch flert, wheD tba 
galluit iirl, in the Jimn of one hundred (oiw, led 
the Ttin, sad commenced the mctkm b; ■ taiaa 
■tUck on V*D Ghent's Kguadnm ; bat not being weD 
■oppOTtsd, he wu left ahnoR suTrouaded l^ the 
enemy. After BUiking one of the Dutch Mjm, iim- 
■bhng that of the wlmiral, ahetterinf five othraa, md, 
lutly, nnkliig thi«e fire-ehipe tbkt were Wnt igiiBM 
him, ■ foarth fire-)hip hoarded the Junei, ud 
tbe ship WW •onn in flunee. 1'he eu-l, then bi 
hie leientj-eerenth yetr, prenoui to hii going into 
■ction, had eipreaeed hii detaiminition to defend 
hii ahip to the Itet extremity. When heperceiTed 
thatitiniiim|K>eiible to UTstheTcHel.he be^edhia 
Captain, Sir Bichaid Hadock, who wu almoat biaoDlj 
aoniiing officer, and tba crew, to get into the bo«a 
and wre themaelvei, declaring that he would be the 
lattnan to qait the ship. Many oftlieaeanaBtbow- 
«er, with a noble diadain of death that oufht Berer 
to be forgotten, refuaed to leave tiieii adminl, and 
the ahip blowing up eoon after, peiiibed with him. 

SIR JOHN HARMAN. 
In tbe engagement between the Engliih fleet ander 
the Duke of Albemarle, and the Dutch fleet com- 
manded by De Rnyter and Van Tiomp, the Henry, 
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commanded by Sir Johxl Hannaal^ Vfza sarrounded and 
assailed from all quarters by the Zealand sqaadron ; 
so that Admiral Evertzen, who commanded it, hailed 
and offered him quarter. ** No, sir/* said the gallant 
officer, *' it is not come to that yet." The next 
broadside killed the Dutch admiral, by which means 
the squadron was thrown into confusion, and obliged 
to quit the Henry ; but the Dutch sent three fire-ships 
to bum her. One of them grappled her starboard 
quartet, but the smoke was too thick to discern wher^ 
the grappling-irons had hooked, until the blaze had 
subsided, when the boatswain resolutely jumped on 
board, disisntangled the irons, and instantly regained 
his own ship. Scarcely was this effected, . before 
another fire-ship boarded hier on the larboard side ; 
the sails and rigging of the Henry taking fire, de- 
struction seemed inevitable, and several of the crew 
threw themselves into the sea ; upon which Sir John 
Harman drew his sword, and threatened to kill any 
on^ who should quit the ship. At length, the exer- 
tions of the remaining crew extinguished the dames. 
Sir John Harman, although his leg was broken, con- 
tinued on deck giving directions, and sunk another 
fire-ship which was bearing down upon him. In this 
crippled state he got into HiUhfvich, and repAir^d the 
damages his ship had sustained. 



A DOUGLAS. 

A captain, of the name of Douglas, who commanded 
the Hoyal Oak when the Dutch sailed up the Med- 
way, had received orders to defend his ship to the 
last extremity, but none to retire ; and therefore 

t3 
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i%heii his ship was set oa fire, he clioBe nther to perish 
in her than quit his station, ezdaiiiiing heroicallj, ** A 
Douglas was never known to quit his post without 
orders !'* 

COLOURS SAVED. 

In a Scottish regiment, at the batUe of Waterloo, tho 
standard bearer was killed, and clasped the colours so 
fast in death, that a sergeant in trying to no purpose 
to rescue them, on the near approach of the enemy, 
made a violent effort, and throwing the dead corpse. 
colours and all, over his shoulders, carried them off 
together. The French seeing this, were charmed with 
the heroism of the action, and hailed it with loud 
clapping and repeated shouts of applause. 

MARSHAL DE NEVAILLES, 

At the batde of Senef, the Prince of Cond^ sent 
word to Marshal de Nevailles to be ready to engage 
the enemy. The messenger found him hearing mass ; 
at which the prince being enraged, muttered something 
in abuse of over-pious persons. But the marquess 
having performed wonders during the engi^ements, 
said after it to the prince, " Your highness, I fancy, 
now sees that those who pray to God, behave as well 
in battie as their neighbours.*' 

ADMIRAL BENBOW. 

The gallant Admiral Benbow, when engaged with 
the French fleet commanded by Do Casse, wss ahame- 
f idly deserted by the captains of several of his Tessds. 
at the moment when there was the best prospect of a 
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gknious victory. Two of these captains were after- 
wards shot for cowardice, and the others csshiered. 
In the heat of this engagement, and when he was 
wounded, one of his lieutenants consoled him for his 
nusfortune. " I am sony for it too/' said the gallant 
Benbow ; " but I would rather have lost both my legs, 
than have seen this dishonour brought on the English 
nation ; but hear me, should another shot deprive me 
of life, behave like men, and fight it out while the 
ship can swim." The admiral was obliged to have 
his wounded leg amputated, and this operation causing 
a fever, he died soon after, regretting in his last mo- 
ments the misconduct of his captains, which had 
robbed him of so fair an opportunity of rendering an 
eminent service to his country. 

VALIANT DESPAIR. 

The power of fear is never more strongly manifested 
than when, after depriving men of all regard both to 
duty and honour, it is seen hurrying them bsck to the 
very line from which they were most jdiverging* and 
making them act the part of heroes out of the i^eer- 
est cowardice. 

In the first pitched battle which the Romansfought 
against Hannibal, under the Consul Sempronius, a 
body of twenty thousand foot took to flight; but 
finding their escape intercepted by a large division of 
the Carthaginians, and seeing no other help for thieir 
cowardice, they threw themselves headlong upon the 
enemy, ud with wonderful force and fory cut their 
way through ; thus purchasing an ignominious flight 
at the same price which might have gained a glorious 
victory. 
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SELF-DEVOTED CITIES. 

The cit; of Abjdoa being doael; bed«^, both 
b; «■ uid land. 113' Fbilip of Martdoc, tlie inluibi- 
tuts being refDiKd uijr tylhtt allenntive thKii to war- 
leudrr at diacretion, or to fi|bt it oat gallKDtlj, thef 
cemeUi theilupentercKiliitiOaarprnlhiag onetsd 
ul, ntlier Ihmn lubmit to m inglorious larTelider. Tka 
men alint up ill their wireB in the Temfie of Dittnt, 
and placed their childrm and nuisea Reptntel^ fat 
the pnblic Khools, that ibe yeanlings of mMerad 
tendaraesa might be leas likpljto intetpose any hin- 
drance to Iheir awful pnrposo. All Ibeit silvei- and 
gold the; collided into one heap in the matkel-fdict, 
and Cbeir more periBhable fmnitare thejjnitiiiioti^' 
galleys. These arrangementa made, tbey choae out 
fifty peTSOna of tlie graateat bravery and traat amonj 
them, and caused them solemnly to sweat, "that tfacj 
WDold keep themaelves in reserve, while tho rest <d 
the dtiiena defended the walla to Uiair latest breilli ; 
that whca tbey saw the enemy masters of the InneT 
wall, they would kill all the women and children, act 
Gre to the galleys, cast the gold and silver into the 
sea, and then seek drilh foi themaahea on the tpeUa 
of the enemy, tbat not one of all the people of Abydos 
night remain to grace the triumph of the ioeionble 
PhiHp. 

The Maredonians now made theii last asOult. 
They wetemet with aheroisinwlucliastanishad them; 
every step tbey gained was knee-deefi in blood ; wall 
•fler wall, ruin after ruin, the citutena deftaded with 
an oUtioacy which would yield ubIj (0 death ; and 
when at last Ibe iuaei wall was passed, what a sccue 
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for tbe eyei of a conqueror to feast upon! The 
harbour in flames; the women and children perishing 
by the handa of their own kindred; and the very few 
men who aurvived, when they could no longer obtain 
death from an enemy sick of slaughter, falling on 
their own swords, casting themselves headlong from 
the tops of the houses, or rushing wildly into ^e sea. 
Philip made indeed a conquest of Abydos ; but it 
was the conquest only of a name. The glory the 
people gained by so extraordinary a sacrifice, could 
leave none to their conqueror. 



The Castle of Massada, built by Herod the Great, 
was deemed impregnable, and was in general abun- 
dantly stocked with provisions. When besieged by 
the Romans, it contained nine thousand and sixty 
men, besides women and children. It withstood for a 
long time every effort of the besiegers, but was at length 
■o doaely pressed, that the gai-rison saw no other hope 
of escape from the hands of the enemy but in death. 
The choice was soon made ; they unanimously pre- 
ferred a voluntary surrender of their lives, to dragging 
oat a vrretched existence in servitude and bondage. 
Hmj chose a resolute few, who iuflic ted the melancholy 
doom on the reat ; the few then cast lots for one to 
despatch hissurviving fellows ; and the man on whom 
the lot fell, having executed this last horrid duty, fired 
the palace, and then kiUed himself. Only two women 
and five children, who hid themselves in a vault, 
escaped, to give the Romans an account of the 
dzeadful tragedy by which they had become masters 
of the place. 
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ROMAM CAPriVES. 

PompaniDB. a kniglil of Rome. hsTinK been loTelj 
waimdfd tod takc^n prisoner iu an eDgagsment wilh 
the troopi et Mitliridntes, ubs brought into the pre- 
■ence of that piince, who asked him, " Whethiw, if 
ore va» taken oT the cure of his woundB, he WaoU 
becume his fiieud ?^' Pomponius, with the conMsncj 
chBrecteristic of > RomSD, nobly replied, "No, Milh- 
ridatee, never, whilst thou art the enemy of the Romaa 
people ; be their frirnd, and Lben Ihau slialt find ■ 
friend in Poroponius." 

C. Msriua, > CeDtation in the army of Auguataa 

CKsar. hating, after many gallant achieTementi in the 
open Geld, btea iDrpriaed by an ambuccade, waa 
caiiied to Aleiaadiia, and pieiented to Antony. 
■■ Hdw would you," aaid Aatony. "that lihoulddaid 
with jou?" " Inatantly," said MsBviua. " take airaj 
my Ufe,fDrneitherby saving it, nor by IbepnniahnMnt 
of any kind of death, can 1 eiei be brought to forf^el 
my allegiance toCa«ar, andbeeomeaaoldiercrfthine." 
Antony waa ao pleaaed with Ihiaintrepid answer, that 
he spared hia Ufe, and would have loaded him with 
hvouri, if the integiity of Msriiu would bave al- 
lowed him to teceive tbem. 

INDIVIDUAL PR0WE38. 

At tliSsiegeofDuraio.in the war between Cnaar 
■ud Pompey, Cauius Sceva aingly maintained an ini' 
pnrtant position gainst the whole fcH-ceof thecDeiuy, 
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eyes, was wounded in the shoulder and thigh, and had 
no less than one hundred and thirty arrows sticking 
in his shield ! 



In the reign of William the First, a Norwegian 
soldier maintained the passage of a bridge for several 
hours against the whole of the English army. Forty 
of the assailants fell under his arm, and he was only 
OTercome at last by one of them getting under the 
bridge, and,unseen, thrusting a spear through his body . 

During the wars of Suabia in 1499, a Swiss, named 
Jehan Vonvals, made head alone, and defended a pass 
against twenty men at arms. He had already over- 
thrown three of them with his pike, when the others, 
astonished at his valour, promised him good quarter, 
took him with them into their camp, and then suffered 
him to return. 

In the wars of Helvetia, against the House of 
Austria, the brave Uric Rothac of Appenzel, being 
surprised by twelve Aastrians, fought alone against 
them, and killed five ; the seven, despairing of victory, 
set fire to the cabin, on the top of which he had posted 
himself, and basely destroyed him in the fiames. 

GRENADIER COMPANY. 

During the siege of Montmaliaa by the French, in 
1 691 , the Marechal de Catinat, who wished to know if 
the ditch of the place was sunk in the rock, or only 
faced vrith masonry on the side of the glacis, caused 
soldiera to deacend in a gabion suspended by a oord. 
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Battominj brmfe menlud pciukedintkuduigenMi 
^mmution, that no ponon cooU Ew feqad to at- 
tempt it liirthei. At length i ycxug KildiaT hkd tka 
tcmerilj to oBer binurlf. " Whit mauu," uiil tha 
manhil," wilt thou tike to know whether it iimi>OBr| 
oi ihe rockl" " I ihdl know it TCTif well," he replied, 
" bj proliiDg it fiom tha window of Ihe gibiao with 
ths point of my bayonet." llie idldier deacended 
into the ditch, foitundely letoinad, md gar* agood 
Bccoont of what it ww of aurh great importanca lu 
know. " What wDnldat thou htiTe for thy recompenaar' 
aaid the ^neral. " I demand aa a faronr," replied 
he, " that 1 may enter the company of grenadiera." 

HEART OF ROBEHT BRUCE. 
" And here," be cried, " my ftieoda. aet down 
The heart that beaia the wisga and cra«na, 
Thatheart, beneath whoae h^y abada 
My lirea baie drawn their cooquering blade. 
Nor ever with diahonour ihealh'd, 
Since njil Bnu» hii heart bequtwth'd, 
And giU*°t Jimei of Douglia iwore 
To bear it from hia natife ahore. 
And yield it op in PaleatiDa, 
Widiin hia dear Redeemet'a ihiine. 
Now plant it here, for whence I go 
With whirlwind fiuj on my fiw ; 
But mark, whatCTei fata batide, 
I charge you, by yoor aaarafB tried, 
And aa my knightly lore yon piiu. 
To reat ia peace — who moTei, he die*. 
Now nond a aununona to the fight, 
UoogUa for Srotland aod the right V 
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The heart crowned and winged, is the ancient crest 
of the Douglas family. The circumstance from which 
it took its rise, is thus narrated by Froissart : 

When the valiant King Robert Bruce of Scotland saw 
his end approaching, he called to him the brave Lord 
James Douglas, and said to him, *'My dear friend, 
you know that I have had much to do, and have 
suffered many troubles during my life to support the 
lights of my crown. 

** At the time I wasjnost occupied, I made a vow, 
the non-accomplishment of which gives me much un- 
easiness. I vowed, that if I could finish my wars in 
such a manner that I might have quiet to govern 
peaceably, I would go and make war against the 
enemies of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the adversaries 
of the Christian faith. To this point my heart has 
always leaned ; but our Lord was not willing, and 
gave me so much to do in my life-time, and this last 
expedition has lasted so long, followed by this heavy 
sickness, that, since my body cannot accomplish what 
my heart wishes, I will send my heart, in the stead of 
my body, to fulfil my vow. And as I do not know 
any one knight so gaUant or enterpising, or better 
formed to complete my intentions than yourself, I beg 
and in treat of )ou, dear and special friend, as ear- 
nestly as I can;, that you would have the goodness to 
undertake this expedition for the love of me, and to 
acquit my soul to our Lord and Saviour ; for I have 
that opinion of your nobleness and loyalty, that if 
you undertake it, it cannot fail of success — and I shall 
die more contented : but it must be executed as follows : 
I will that, as soon as I shall be dead, you take my 
heart from my body, and have it well embalmed ;^ou 
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will also take as much money from my treasury, as 
will appear to you sufficient to perform your journey, 
as well as for all those whom you may choose to have 
accompany you, to deposit it at the Hc^y Sephulchreof 
our Lord, where he was buried, since my body cannot 
go there. You will not be sparing of expense; wood 
provide yourself with such company and such things 
suitable to your rank ; and wherever you pass, you 
will let it be known, that you bear the heart of King 
Robert of Scotland, which you are carrying beyond 
seas by hiscommand, since his body cannot go tUther." 

All those present began bewailing bitterly; and 
when the Lord James could speak, he said, "Gallant 
and noble King, I return you a hundred thousand 
thanks for the high honour you do me, and for the 
valuable and dear treasure with which you entrust me ; 
and I will most willingly do all that you command me 
vnth the utmost loyalty in my power : never doubt it, 
however I may feel myself unworthy of sudi a high 
distinction." 

The king replied, " Gallant knight, I thank yoa ; 
you promise it me then V* 

"Certainly, sir, most willingly," answered the 
knight. He then gave his promise upon his knighthood. 

The king said, " Thanks be to God ! for I shall die 
in peace, since I know that the most valiant and ao* 
complished knight in my kingdom will perform that 
for me, which I am unable to do for myself." 

Soon after, the valiant Robert Bruce, King of 
Scotland, departed this life on the T'th of November, 
1327. His heart was embalmed, and his body buried 
in the monastery of Dumfermline. 

The Lord Douglas immediately set about the ac- 
complishment of his honourable mission. Hearing 
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that Alphonso, King of Spain, was waging waragainat 
the Saracen Eling of Grenada, he thought that if he 
should go thither, he should employ his time and 
journey according to the late king's wishes ; designing 
when he had assisted to subdue the Saracen of 
Grenada, to proceed forthwith to complete the duty 
with which he was charged. He departed from 
Scotland accordingly with a splendid retinue ; landed 
at Valentia, and joined tlie Spanish king, who was 
with his army on the frontiers of Grenada. It hap- 
pened, soon after his arrival, that the King of Spain 
issued forth into the field, to make his approaches 
nearer the enemy ; the Kingof Grenada did the same ; 
and each king could easily distinguish the other's 
banners, and they both began to set their armies in 
array. The Lcnrd James placed himself and his com- 
pany on one side, to make better work and a more 
powerful effect. When he perceived that the bat- 
talions on each side were fully arranged, and that 
of the King of Spain in motion, he imagined they 
were about to begin the onset : and as he always wished 
to be among the first rather dian the last on such 
occasions, he and all his company stuck their spurs 
kyto their horses, until they were in the midst of the 
King of Grenada's battalions, and made a furious 
attack on the Saracens. They fled, and Douglas,, 
with his companions, eagerly pursued them. Taking, 
the casket from his neck, which contained the heart 
of Bruce, he threw it before him, and cried, "Now^ 
pass thou onward as thou wast wont, and Douglas will 
follow thee, or die." Tlie fugitives rallied. Surrounded 
and overwhelmed by superior numbers, Douglas fell 
His few iitrviving companions found his body in the 
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field, together with the casket, and reverently convey- 
ed them to Scotland. The remains of Douglas were 
interred in the sepulchre of his fathers, in the church 
of Douglas, and the heart of Bruce was deposited 
at Melrose, leaving the dying wishes of King Robert 
still unaccomplished. 



FAITHFUL GOVERNOR. 
While the Moors were laying siege to Tariffs, 
during the reign of Sanctius, Kang of Castile, a son of 
Alphonso Guzman, the governor of the place, fell 
into their hands, on which they exhibited him before 
the walls, and threatened to put him to a cruel dosth, 
unless his father instantly gave up the town. AU the 
garrison were much moved by the afflicting altematiTe 
presented to them ; the father and governor alone re- 
mained undaunted. Guzman called out with a load 
voice to the enemy, "that had they a hundred sons 
of his in their power, they would never make him 
swerve from the fidelity which he owed to his royal 
master ;" and added, " since you are so thirsty of 
blood, there is a sword for you," tlirowing his own 
over the wall to them. Having retired from the battle- 
ments, he was preparing to sit down to dinner, when a 
great noise again called him forth. On inquiring the 
cause, the people told him, " that his son had been 
just put to death, with circumstances of the most bar- 
barous cruelty." " Is that then," said Guzman, " all 
the cause of the tumult 1 I thought the enemy had 
forced their way into the town ;" and with these words 
he calmly returned to his dinner. The Moors, dis- 
couraged by a fortitude so extraordinary, soon after 
taised the siege. 
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BATTLE OF AGINCOURT.^ 

At this memorable battle, in which Henry the Fifth 
gained immortal honour, eighteen French knights 
having entered into an association to take the king 
dead or alive, fought their way to where he was ; 
and one of them struck him with a battle axe, which 
did not, however, penetrate his helmet. At this mo- 
ment, David Gam, a Welch captain, and two of hifl 
countrymen, rushed in to the assistance of the king 
and saved him, at the expense of their own lives, 
llie French knights were every one killed ; and when 
Henry saw his three gallant friends expiring of their 
wounds at his feet, in gratitude for such noble service, 
he knighted them as they lay on the field of battle, 
and charged the enemy with redoubled ardour. 
His brother, Gloucester, who fought by his side, re- 
ceived a stroke from a mace, which felled him to the 
ground. Henry covered him with a shield, and, at 
the same time, sustained the attack of a multitude 
of assailants ; but not being able to defend himsetf 
i^ainst them all, he received a blow on the head 
which brought him on his knees ; he, however, in- 
stantly sprung up, and laid the man who gave it, dead 
at his feet. At this instant the Duke of York came up 
to his relief, and the troops seeing his danger, with a 
sort of enthusiasm, bore down all before them, llie 
Due d*Alen9on, finding his army thrown into dis- 
order, and in danger of being totally defeated, re- 
solved to make one effort, that should either restore 
to him the glory of the day, or at least save him the 
mortification of surviving his defeat. Withthrea 
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hundred choice volunteers he made his way to where 
Henry was performing prodigies of valour, and crying 
out, " I am the Due d'Alen^on," he gave the king 
a most furious blow on the head, which pierood Ida 
helmet ; but not being able quickly to disengage hit 
sword, Henry returned the stroke so effectually^ that 
he brought the duke and two of his followers to the 
ground. The loss of Alen9on filled the French with 
consternation and confusion, and they betoc^ them- 
selves to flight. In this battle, which lasted five hoaiB», 
the French had ten thousand men killed, and six- 
teen thousand taken prisoners; while the loss of the 
English did not exceed four hundred men* The 
English were, at the commencement of the action, 
about twelve thousand or thirteen thousand in number, 
and the French not less than forty thousand. When 
Gam, the gallant Welch captain, was sent to recon- 
noitre the enemy's position the day before the battle, 
he reported on his return, that " Uiere were enough 
to be killed, enough to be taken prisoners, and enough 
to run away." 



CHEVY CHASE. 

The battle of Otterbum, which is perpetuated in 
one of the finest old ballads in the English language, 
Chery Chase, was fought at the end of the fourteenth 
century, between the Scots forces, under the com- 
mand of the Earl of Douglas, and the English com- 
manded by the famous Hotspur, Earl Percy. These 
two gallant heroes encount^ed each other on horse- 
back, in sight of both armies. They were nearly of the 
same age, and rivals in reputation, so that both sides 
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■uspended their efforts to see the isiue of the combat 
between them. Atthefint stroke Percy was unhorsed, 
hnd would hare fallen into the hands of his antago- 
nlMrhad not his men rushed in between them, and 
carried him away ; but Douglas had won his lance 
and pennon, whkh he wajred orer his head, calling 
aloud that he would cany it to Scotland, as a trophy 
of victoiy. Percy, feeling all the honors of mortified 
ambition, vowed that Douglas should never carry his 
lance into Scotland ; and, assembling a body of 
horse and foot, he set out in pursuit of the enemy, 
whom he overtook at Otterbum, and instantly at- 
tacked him with great impetuosity, although the day 
Mas almost spent before he could begin the battle, 
llie fight was maintained with equal obstinacy cm 
both sides, until the onnbatants were parted by the 
darkness. In a few hours, however, the English 
renewed the attack by moonlight, and Percy fought 
with such fury to retrieve his honour, that the Scots 
began to give way. Douglas, being informed of this 
circumstance, rushed into the midst of the English 
with his battle-axe in his hand, hewing down all 
before him, until his retreat was intercepted, and he 
was sunounded by his enemies, without any other 
second than his own chaplain, who had followed 
him, and being animated by his example, fought 
most valiantly. The friends of Douglas, learning 
his situation, penetrated to the place, where they 
found him fainting with the loss of blood, from three 
mortal wounds which he had received, and his chap- 
lain defending him singly against a host of foes. 
Having obliged the English to give way in their turn, 
they would have conveyed Douglas from the field -, 
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but the Taliant chief feeling his end approaching, 
would not suffer himself to be remoTed, but with his 
dying breath begged they would codcmI his fate, 
and revenge his death upon the enemy. Hia frMMa^ 
then throwing a cloak over his bodyi erected hk 
standard, and pronouncing his name as a ndlyJBg 
word, made such a desperate effort, that tiiey com- 
pletely routed the English, took Percy and his Inrother, 
with aboTe one hundred gentlemen, prisoners, and 
left twelve hundred dead upon the field of battle^ 



WARWICK, THE KING-MAKEBL 

The Earl of Warwick, commonly called the " Ktngt- 
Maker," from the facility witli which he created 
and deposed monarchs, during the conteste between 
the houses of York and Lancaster, lived in a style 
of magnificence and hospitality, of which no period, 
perhaps, furnishes an eiample. No less than thirty 
thousand persons are said to have lived daily at his 
board, in the different manors and castles which he 
possessed ; and the military, allured by his hospitality 
as well as his bravery, were strongly attached to his 
interesto. 

This distinguished warrior fell at the battle of 
Bamet, in 1471, when, owing to the mistake of one 
part of his army falling upon the other, during a fog, 
he was defeated by Edward the Fourth. In former 
battles, Warwick had always fought on horseback, 
that he might at once ride along the line, and perceive 
the particulars of the action ; but on this occasion 
he determined to fight on foot, that his soldiers might 
see tliat he was resolved to share with them the 
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dangers of the day. It was this gallant resolution 
ifi'bich was the great cause of his defeat; for could be 
have been personally present in those places where 
directions and assistance were wanted, the acci- 
dent would, in aU probability, not base happened. 
After having exerted himself as an ofllcer and a hero, 
in fruitless attempts to turn the tide and fortune in his 
favour, he rushed into the hottest part of the battle, 
and fell covered with wounds. His brother, Monta- 
cute, in endeavouring to save him, met with a simi- 
lar fate. 



RICHARD THE THIRD. 

In the battle of Bosworth field, which terminated 
the wars between the houses of York and Lancaster, 
Richard the Third, in order to animate his men by 
bis example, advanced to the front of the battle, and 
there perceiving his competitor, the Earl of Rich- 
mond, he couched his lance, and spurring his horse, 
ran against him with such fury, that he killed his 
standard-bearer. Sir William Brandon, and unhorsed 
Sir John Cheney, an officer remarkable for his strength 
and prowess. Henry, though he did not seem very 
eager to engage such an antagonist, advanced to 
meet him, and kept him at the sword's point until 
they were separated by the soldiers. 

When the king saw all his endeavours to rally the 
troops ineffectual, he rushed inta the midst of the 
battle, where he fought with the most determined 
courage, until, overpowered by numbers, he fell in the 
midst of those he had slain. 
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ENGLISH YEOMAN. 

An English yeoman, of the name of Jolm Person, 
particniarly distinguished himself hy his bravery in 
an engagement in France, in the reign of Henry the 
Seventh. After a cannon-shot had carried away his 
foot, still sitting and kneeling, he continued to i^oot 
his arrows until the French fled ; he then cried out to 
one of the archers, ** Have thou these six arrows that 
I have left, and follow thou the chase, for I may not*** 
This brave man died a few days after. 

NOBILITY OF BLOOD. 

Crantz, in his Saxon History, tells us of an Earl of 
Alsatia, sumamed, on account of his great strengdi. 
Iron ; who was a great favourite with Edward the 
Third of England, and much envied, as favourites 
are always sure tn be, by the rest of the courtiers* 
On one occasion, when the king was absent, soms 
nobleman maliciously instigated the queen to make 
trial of the noble blood of the favourite, by causing 
a lion to be let loose upon him, saying, according to 
the popular belief, that, ** if the earl was traly noble,, 
the lion would not touch him.*' It being customary 
with the earl to rise at break of day, before any other 
person in the palace was stirring, a lion was let 
loose during the night, and turned into the lower 
court When the earl came down in the morning, 
with no more than a night-gown cast over his shirt, 
he was met by the lion bristling his hidr, and growl&i|^ 
destruction between his teeth. The earl, not in the 
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least daunted, called out with a stout voice, ** Stand, 
you dog." At these words the lion couched at his 
feet, to the great amazement of the courtiers, who 
were peeping out at every window, to see the issue 
of their ungenerous project. The earl laid hold of 
the lion by the mane, turned him into his cage, and 
placing his night-cap on the lion's back, came forth 
without ever casting a look behind him. " Now," 
said the earl, calling out to the courtiers, whose 
presence at the windows instantly convinced him of 
the share they had had in this trial of liis courage, 
** Let him amongst you all, that standeth most upon 
his pedigree, go and fetch my night-cap." 



NASEBY FIGHT. 

In the battle of Naseby, so fatal to the fortunes of 
King Charles the First, General Fairfax had his 
helmet beaten off; bat, nevertheless, continued in the 
fight bare-headed. Colonel D'Oyley told him he 
exposed himself to too much danger, and offered his 
own helmet ; but Fairfax declined it, saying, " Its 
well enough, Charles." He then ordered D'Oy ley to 
charge a body of the king's foot, which stood un- 
broken in the front, whilst he would do the same in 
the rear, and meet him in them iddle : the manoeuvre 
was executed immediately. In this charge, Fairfax 
killed an ensign ; and one of D'Oyley's troopers 
having caught the colours, boasted afterwards that he 
had killed the ensign, llie colonel chiding him for 
this, Fairfax said, " Let him alone, I have honour 
enough ; I can spare him that." 
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DEFENCE OF CORFE CASTLE, 

During the dvfl wara, Corfe Caade, in the lale of 
Porbeck, waa moat gallantly defended by Lady 
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Bnnks, the wile of Sir John Banks, Lord Chief Justice 
of the Court of Common Pleas, to whom it belonged. 
Sir William Earle, who commanded the forces sent 
to reduce it, wishing at first to get possession of it by 
stratagem, sent a party of forty seamen, to demand 
four small field pieces which were in the castle. 
Lady Banks went to the gates, and desired to see 
their warrant ; they produced one under the hands 
of some of the commissioners. Instead of deliyering 
them, however, Lady Banks withdrew, and though, 
•t that time, there were but five men in the castle, yet 
these five, assisted by the maid servants, mounted 
the cannon on their carriages, loaded one of them, 
which they fired, and thus drove the party away. 

The besiegers next attempted to starve her to sur- 
render, by preventing all supplies of ammunition 
from reaching the castle. Lady Banks, at length, 
agreed to give up the four pieces of cannon, on con- 
dition that she should be permitted to enjoy the 
castle and arms in it, in peace and quietness. The 
besiegers on this relaxed in their vigilance, and Lady 
Banks benefited of the interval by laying in a stock 
of victuals, and getting the assistance of Captain Law- 
rence. The parliamentary forces, about six hundred 
in number, now attacked the castle, were repulsed, 
and the slender garrison sallied out and brought nine 
oxen into the castle, without the loss of a man. 
An attempt was afterwards made to take it by scaling 
ladders ; one party assaulted the middle ward, 
defended by Captain Lawrence and his few soldiers ; 
the other party assaulted the upper ward, which the 
Lady Banks, with her daughters, women, and five 
soldiers, defended against the rebels, heaving over 
99 c 
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large stones and liot embers upon them as they were 
climbing the ladders. After losing a hundred men ia 
this assault, the siege was abandoned. 



A CHAMPION. 

When OvLj Earl of Warwick wasretumiBglrai&the 
Holy Land in the habit of a {ulgrim, he Iramt that 
Athelf tan, one of the Saxon monarchs, was in great 
distress for a champion to fight Colebrand, amooaliioaa 
Danish giant, who, in behalf of the Danes, had dial- 
lenged any person the English should bring into thA 
field. Guy accepted this challenge, and witkout being 
known to any but the king, fought the giant near 
Winchester, and killed him. The Danes yielded the 
victory, while Guy retired privately to a heimft't 
cell near Warwick, and there ended his days. 

HEROIC BISHOP. 

The siege of Clonmell, in the year 1650, is ooecf 
the most memorable in the annals of Ireland. Hugh 
O'Neal, a spirited young man, with twelve hundred 
provincial troops, maintained the town in so gallant a 
manner, that Cromwell's temper, arts, and military 
strength, were fairly put to the test. Boetius M*£gan, 
the Roman Catholic Bishop of Ross, was particularly 
active in collecting, animating, and leading on die 
remains of the troops that Cromwell had put to flight 
in different engagements. This unfortunate prelate, 
who might weU be called the soul of the par^, at 
length, fell into the hands of Lord Broghill, one of the 
ablest of the parliamentarian generals. His lordship 
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knew the yalue of his captive, and prudently re- 
solved to turn a man, whom the fortune of war had 
thrown into his hands, to the greatest advantage. 
He knew that the influence of his prisoner over the 
royalists was unbounded; and that a few words 
from him would have more effect than all the ar- 
tillery he had collected. His lordship therefore 
offered him his life, on condition that he would exer- 
cise his authority with the garrison of a fort called 
Carrickdrogid, near the field of battle. The bishop 
promised to use his influence : and so he did ; for 
on being conducted to the fort, he conjured the gar- 
viBon, in the name of Heaven, their religion, love of 
conutry, and the spirits of those who had fallen in 
support of all that was dear to them, to maintain their 
post, and bury themselves in its ruins, before they 
would yield it up to an implacable enemy. As soon 
as he had done, he turned round, looked on Lord 
Broghill with a smile of complacency, and desired 
to be led to death. He was almost immediately exe- 
cuted on the branch of a tree, within view of the fort. 
Thus peridied the brave Boothghalach M'Aodhagan, 
(as his name is written in Irish) who acted so gallantly 
finom principle, and who undauntedly sealed the cause 
be espoused with his blood. 



KING WILLIAM III. 

At the battle of Senef, which gained him great 
credit with his countrymen. King William, then Prince 
of Orange, charged in person in a variety of places, 
and with great neglect of his safety, on which 
■o mach depended. He was at one time engaged 
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among a body of the French, when, thinking them his 
own men, he bade them chaise, and was answered 
that tliey had no more powder. Disoovering bis mis- 
take in an instant, he flew from them, placed himself 
at the head of one of his own troops, charged, and 
routed the enemy completely. 

At the battle of Montcassel, after a sharp dispute, 
the first regiment of Dutch infantry began to break. 
The prince rallied them several times, but was at kst 
borne down by the flight of his men, whom be was 
forced to resist like enemies. He fell in amoDg tihem 
sword in hand, and cutting the first across the ttee, 
cried aloud, " Rascal, I'll set a mark on thee, that 
I may know where to find a coward." He WM 
carried by the torrent of the runaways to the rest of 
his troops, which yet made a stand, and witb these 
accomplished a retreat, scarcely less glorious than a 
victory. 

BATTLE OF THE EOYNE. 

King William the Third had some very natrow 
escapes at the battle of the Boyne, not only from ^e 
enemy, but from his own troops. One of the Inais- 
killen men, mistaking the king for an <^cer of the 
enemy, levelled his piece at him. His majesty 
cried out, " What! don't you know your friends 
from your foes Y* and bo prevented the blow. Heed- 
less of the consequences, he was rushing towards 
the enemy at the head of a very small partf of 
guards, when Lord Scarborough strictly commanded 
that not a man should stir ; his orders were so well 
obeyed, that the king having advanced a little way. 
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vomed about, and fonnd he was alone, and so was 
forced to return to his company. 

The gallant Schomberg fell in this engagement, in 
the eighty-second year of his age ; as did idso the braye 
Caithmote, who had followed the dake*s fortunes 
and commanded one of the protestant regiiiients. 
After Caithmote had received his mortal wound, he 
was carried back through the river by four soldiers ; 
and though in the agonies of death, he with a cheerful 
countenance encouraged those who were crossing to 
do their duty. " A la gloire ! a la gloire V* he ex- 
claimed as long as he was able to speak. 

INTREPID CITIZEN. 

Charles the Seventh of France having made his ap- 
pearance with a powerful army before Florence, the 
citizens, anticipating that they would experience more 
favourable treatment by a prompt submission, threw 
open the gates to him. But no sooner had Charles 
entered the place, than he proceeded to treat it as a 
conquered town, and commanded the citizens to send 
him a deputation of their number, to whom he might 
make known his sovereign pleasure respecting them. 
Four of the principal citizens, among whom was one 
Petrus Caponis, were accordingly commissioned to 
treat with the king ; and on their appearance before 
him, his principal secretary was desired to read the 
terms which his majesty had decreed. These were, 
that the government of the town should be wholly 
given up to the French, and that a large sum of 
money should be paid by the citizens as ransom for 
their liberties and estates ! On hearing this rigoroos 
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sentence, Caponis was so indignant, that regardless of 
tbe royal presence, he snatched the paper jfrom the 
secretary's hands, and tearing it in pieces, exclaimed, 
"And now, king, sound you your trumpets, and we 
will ring our bells." Charles, astonished at the re- 
solution of the man, and awakened to a sense of thf) 
injustice he was about to conunit, desisted from his 
purpose ; and it became thereafter a proyerbial 
saying in Italy, Galium a Capone victumfidste,' 
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DON JOHN DE PADILLA. 

During the civil wars in Castile, in the reign ot 
Charles V., Don John De Padilla, a young and gallant 
nobleman, distinguished for his talents, his ambition, 
and his courage, was thechief leader of the insu^ents. 
In an engagement between the two parties, which a 
combination of circumstances had rendered disadvan- 
tageous to the rebels, Padilla,detennined not to survive 
a defeat and the ruin of his party, rushed into the 
thickest of the enemy, and being wounded and dis- 
mounted, fell into their hands. His execution quickly 
followed, and he submitted, but with the dauntless 
spirit of a man and a hero. One of his companions 
having expressed some indignation at hearing himself 
proclaimed a traitor, Padilla cahnly observed, '* that 
yesterday was the time to have displayed the spirit 
of gentlemen ; the present day to die with the meek- 
ness of Christians." Being permitted to write to his 
wife, and to the community of Toledo, his native 
city, previous to his ascendmg the scaffold, he ad- 
dressed and consoled the former in a strain of virtuous 
and manly tenderness, and the latter with the exul- 
tation of a martyr to freedom. 
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INDIAN WIDOW. 

When Hyder All inyaded the kingdom of Calicutf 
an Indian widow, about the age of thirty, braved in 
person all his efforts. She had upon her estate, near 
the confines of Carrara, a miserable fort, called Bailary, 
into which she went, and took with her twelve hundred 
horseman, her subjects and labourers, who determined 
to perish by her side. They sustained two yiolent 
assaults, and each time rushing into the midst of the 
enemy's troops, repulsed them with considerable loss. 
An incursion from the Mahrattas, at last, gire Hyder 
Ali an opportunity of abandoning the siege. Her 
gratitude was as eminent as her courage. A young 
gentleman of the name of Brown was, as a free 
trader, negociating for the purchase of some goods 
for the European market ; he went with her into the 
fort, and assisted in the defence. After the siege had 
been abandoned, she made him presents which ena- 
bled him to return to his native country, and enjoy a 
fortune acquired by his virtue and spirit. 



CAPTAIN DEATH. 

In the month of December, 1756, the Terrible 
privateer, of twenty-six guns and two hundred men, 
commanded by Captain William Death, engi^ed the 
Grand Alexander, a French vessel of four hundred 
tons, twenty-two guns and one hundred men ; and after 
a smart fight of two hours and a half, in which Captain 
Death's brotlier and sixteen of his men were killed. 
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he took her, and put forty men on board. A few 
days after, the Vengeance privateer of St. Maloes, 
thurty-six guns and three hundred andaiz^ men, bore 
down upon her, and retook the piisA. The Vengeance 
and the prize then both attadLcd the Terrible, which 
was between them, and shot aw^ her main-mast at 
the first broadside. One of the most despeimt^ en- 
gagements ever recorded ensued. It lasted one hoar 
and a half. Mons. Bourdas, the French detain, his 
lieutenant, and two thirds of his crew, on (me side ; and 
Captain Death, almost all his officers, and the greatest 
part of his crew, on the other side, were killed. The 
Terrible was ultimately taken and carried into St. 
Maloes, in a shattered and frightful condition, having 
no more than twenty-six of the crew aliTe, of whom 
sixteen had lost legs or arms, and all the rest were 
otherwise wounded. 

As soon as this heroic feat was known in England, 
a subscription was set on foot, which produced ayery 
handsome sum for the widow of Captain Death, and 
for the surviving seamen of the gallant crew. 



A SAILOR'S LAST REGRET. 

In the attack on Goree, in 1759, an English sailor 
being on the fore-top, one of his legs was carried awi^ 
by a shot. He let himself down by a rope, and the 
only words of complaint which escaped him were, 
that " he should not have cared for the accident, if 
he had done his duty ; but it gave him pain to think 
that he should die without having done any thing 
on that day for his country." 
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GENERAL WOLFE. 

When the immortal Wolfe receiyed his death wound 
on the heights of Quebec, his prindpal care was, that 
he should not be seen to faU. " Support me/* said 
he to such as were near him ; " let not my brave 
soldiers see me drop ; the day is ours ! Oh ! keep 
it ;" and with thes^ words he expired. 



HEROES OF QUEBEC 

At the siege of Quebec, Captain Ochterlony and 
Lieut. Peyton, both of General Monck ton's regiment, 
fell before the breast-work near the falls ; the former 
wounded mortally— the latter severely in the knee. 
Two savages pushed down upon them with the ut- 
most precipitation , armed with their knives. The first 
seized on Captain Ochterlony, when Lieut. Peyton, 
who lay reclining on his fusee, discharged it, and 
the savage dropt immediately on the body of his in- 
tended prey, llie other savage advanced with much 
eagerness to Lieut. Peyton, who had scarcely time 
to disengage his bayonet, and conceal his disposition. 
With one arm he warded off the purposed blow, and 
with the other laid the assailant lifeless by his side. 
A straggling grenadier, who had happily escaped the 
slaughter of his companions, stumbled upon Captain 
Ochterlony, and readily offered him his services. The 
captain, with the spirit and bravery of a true Briton, 
replied, " Friend, I thank you ! but with respect to 
me, the musket, or scalping knife, will only be a more 
speedy deliverance from pain. I have but a few 
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minatefl to lire. Go : nuke haste, and tender your 
•errice, x* here there is » pocsibility it maj be usefoL" 
At the Mine time he pointed to lieot. Pejtoo, who 
«rae then cndenvooring to ornwl swvf oa Ae Had. 
The {renndier took LieoL. Pejtai oa his both, nd 
ooDTejed him to the boot, but not withoot eedi le- 
oriving a woond ; Lieot. Pejtoa in his bock, mid his 
rescuer near his shoolder. 

FArraruL adherents. 

Doringthe war b ct w cea theTmksaodthe Rtiiriww. 
in 1769, Caraman Pac^ who hod a cmnmandin one 
of the actions near Chnram, ha;nng gone to meet the 
Grand Vizier on his marck ; that general, far what 
real or soppoeed cause is not known, flew into a most 
violent pamion, and immediately ordered his head to 
be cat off. The onfortanate Pachs endearoored to 
retire, and at the same time drawing his swordt 
defended himself brarely ; bat being soon sornnmded 
and overpowered by nnmbers, he was cat to pieces. 
In the mean time his selictsr, or sword-bearer, fired 
with rage and indignation at the sitoation of his 
msster, suddenly drew a pistol, with whidi ho at- 
tempted to shoot the Vizier. It happened forta> 
nately for the Vizier, that a futhfol domestic having 
seen the motion of the selictar^s arm, stepped sud- 
denly before his master, received the shot intended 
for him, and fell dead at Iur feet. 
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ADMIRAL KEPPEL. 



When Admiral Keppel was sent to the Dey of 
Algiers, to demand restitution of two ships which the 
pirates had taken, he sailed with his squadron into the 
bay of A^^ers, and cast anchor in front of the Dey's 
palace. He then landed, and attended only by his 
captain and barge's crew, demanded an immediate 
au(Uence of the Dey ; this being granted, he claimed 
full satisfaction for the injuries done to the subjects of 
his Britannic Majesty. Surprised and enraged at the 
boldness of the admiral's lemonstrance, the Dey ex- 
claimed, " That he wondered at the English king's in- 
solence in sending him a focdish beardless boy." A 
well-timed reply from the admiral, made tibe Dey 
forget the laws of all nations,in respect toambaasadors, 
and he ordered his mutes to attend with the bowstrio g, 
at the same time telling the admiral he should pay for 
his audacity with his life. Unmoved with this menace, 
the admiral tocfk the Dey to a window facing the bay, 
and showed him the English fleet riding at anchor, 
and told him, that if he dared to put him to death, 
there were Englishmen enough in that fleet to make 
him a glorious funeral pile. The Dey was wise 
enough to take the hhit. The admiral obtained 
ample zestitntioa, and came off in safety. 

GENOESE BOY. 

In the year 1777, a Teasel called the St. Michael 
waa brought-to by a Spanish guarda coata, just as 
she was entering die bay of Gibraltar, on pretence of 
searching for contraband goods. After much abusive 
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GALLANT INTERPOSITION. 

In the brttle between Lord HawkeMdAe R w wA , 
the gaUnnt adminl findinf^ ao moch to depend oiAe 
capture of the French admiral's ship, the SflnlBayu^ 
d<«ired to be laid along-side her ; imt the pilot heai- 
tatingly replied, that he feared to do ao. firona tiie 
rocky shoals of the coastoff which the battfe raged 
llawke, howerer, was not to be diasoaded, andbovo 
down upon her, with erery gim doable ahotted. 
The captain of a French aerenty-foar gnn ship, the 
SurveilUmU, aware of Hawke'a design, gaBantly 
threw his ship between Hawke and the French ad- 
miral, in time to receive Lord Hawke'a fire, whidi 
saved the French admiral, bot sent the SwrveiUanU, 
and every soul on board, to the bottom. 



IIEUOISIf. 4*^ 

DYING SCENES. 

In an action ^-ith the combined fleets of Franc6 
and Spain, about the year 178:2, John Addingbrook, 
a seaman on board the Royal William, received a 
cannon shot a little below his right hip, which severed 
his thigh from his body, except a small part of the 
skin by which it hong. In this situation he was 
brought into the cockpit. The surgeon was en- 
deavouring as much as possible to soften the rigour of 
his fate, when a wounded officer and another sea- 
man were brought down ; on which, Addingbrook 
said, with the utmost composure, " Don't regard me ; 
I*m past recovering ; but do what you can for those 
who may be serviceable again.*' He then lay bleed- 
ing for about half an hour, vdthout uttering a groan, 
when he heard an officer come down, and call out to 
the people on the lower gun deck, that the French 
tdnuralhad hauled close to the wind, and was making 
sail from them ; the seamen immediately gave three 
cheers, in which Addingbrook nobly joined, and then 
expired. 



In the memorable battle of Trafalgar, William 
Chambers, master of the Royal Sovereign, had part 
of his side carried away whUe steering the ship to- 
wards the close of the action. He just lived until 
the firing ceased, when, with a feeble voice, he ex- 
claimed, " Oh, could I but read the Gaxette of this 
glorious day !" and, with the remaining breath still 
left him, gave three feeble cheer8« in which h« 
100 H 
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WHS joined by aiiotlier dying man, and both immedi*- 
ately expired. 

SAILOR'S WIFE. 

During an action of Admiral Rodney with Aa 
French, a woman assisted at one of the guns upon 
the main deck, and being asked by the Admiral what 
she did there, she replied, "A n't please your honoar, 
my husband is sent down to the cock-pit wounded, 
and I am here to supply his place. Do you think, 
your honour, I am afraid of the French V* After the 
action, Lord Rodney called her aft, told her she had 
been guilty of a breach of orders, by being on board, 
but rewarded her with ten guineas for so gallantly 
supplying the place of her husband. 

AUSTRIANS AND SWISS. 

Leopold, third Duke of Austria, having invaded 
Switzerland in 1386, determined to risk every thing 
on the issue of one engagement. Having pitched 
upon a narrow and rugged plain, where cavalry could 
have been of little service, he obliged all the nobility 
and men of arms who surrounded him to dismount. 
These chosen troops placed themselves in the first 
rank, determined to bear the brunt of the day. 
Several of the duke's friends wished to persuade him 
to remain on horseback, a spectator of the batUe ; 
but the gallant chief refused. " I fight,'' said he, 
" for my friends and my inheritance— God forbid 
that you should die, and I live in prosperity ; I will 
divide with you the good and the evil — to day I wiQ 
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either die with my knights and my subjects, or enjoy 
the victory with them." The two bands advanced. 
The Austrian consisted of four thousand men, the 
fLower of Germany ; their cuirasses were proof, and 
their long lances kept the enemy at a distance. Form- 
ing an oblong battalion, they advanced slowly, in close 
array, like a moving citadel of steel. The Swiss were 
only about thirteen hundred men, ill armed, without 
cuirasses, having only a short halbert and sword, 
and a little target on thek arms to parry the first 
blows. They drew up in a triangular figure ; and 
presenting one angle, they began the attack ; but all 
their attempts to penetrate the hostile battalion were 
m vain, as they were transfixed by the long lances of 
the Austrians before their short halberta could reach 
themw They had already made several unsuccessful 
attacks ; sixty of them haofallen, and not one of the 
enemy had perished. Helvetic liberty would perhaps 
have for ever perished, had not Arnold Winchelried 
turned towards his countrymen and exclaimed, '* I 
will die for you and for your country ! take care of my 
wife and children— —remember me, and follow !*' At 
these words, he put himself at the head of the tri- 
angle, threw down his arms, caught hold of as many 
lances as he could grasp*, and sufEered. himself to be 
transfixed to. the spot where h* fell,.to.open the path 
of victory to his countrymen. The Swiss then pierced 
the Austrian battalion, wielded their halberts on all 
sides, and soon put the foe to rout. The- Austrians, 
heavily armed, overcome with lassitude and heat, and 
encumbered with their long lances, had in tlieir turn 
the disadvantage ; the nobles regretted the want of 
their horses, when it was too late ', they were now 

II 2 
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abandoned to the mercy of the enemy. They con- 
jured the duke at least to retire ; but the magnanimous 
prince replied, ** God forbid that I shoiild fly ! have 
so many braTe men, counts, lords, and knights, and 
infantry, exposed their lires for me, and ahi^ I aban- 
don them 1 No, I would imther die with iKmour than 
lire without it«" At this moment, seeing the Aostiian 
banner in danger of being taken, and bearing the 
standard-bearer ca*. for assistance, he threw himself 
into the thickest ot the fight, ran to his banner, and 
perished in its defence. Such was the glorious end of 
this prince, in the thirtieth year of his age. Near 
seven hundred gentlemen remained stretched aroimd 
him on the field of battle. Many great houaes wera 
annihilated, and there was scarcely a family in Upper- 
Germany, Alsace, and Swabia, which was notplui^ged 
in mourning. The stattdard-bearer was found dead 
with part of the flag still in his mouth, haidng swal- 
lowed the rest to prevent its falling into the hands of 
the enemy. 

PRINCE OF CONDE. 

When the first Prince of Cond^ was imprisoned 
through the intrigues of the Duke of Guise, his con- 
sort gaining admission into his prison, dressed him in 
her clothes, and thus enabled him to escape, while she 
remained in his stead. The prince, (m his release, fled 
for refuge to the fortress of Montargis, belonging to 
the Duchess of Ferrara, daughter of Louis XII., who 
had greatly interested herself in his behalf. The 
Duke of Guise, unable to discover his retreat, re- 
leased the Princess of Cond6, not doubting but tint 
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she would hasten to the prince, and thos afford his 
emissaries the opportunity of discovering him. 

The duke guessed rightly ; and having thus learnt 
that it was the Duchess of Ferrara who had afforded 
shelter to the prince, he despatched orders for her to 
deliver him up. The messenger returning with aa 
absolute refusal, the king, Francis II. was so irritated*, 
that he directed all his troops in the neighbourhood 
of Montargis to assemble under the Coimt de Mali' 
court, whom he ordered to invest the castle, and 
bring him the prince dead or idive. 

The coimt proceeded to^ezecute these commands; 
and suddenly appeared before Montai^ with a large 
body of troops and a formidable train of artillery. 
A trumpeter was despatched to the duchess, with 
threats of instantly laying the castle in ashes, if she 
did noiput the troops in possession of her illustrious 
guests. This spread such an alarm among her guards 
and dependants, that they aH crowded around her, 
and strenuously entreated her to acquiesce in the 
count's demand. She repulsed them with indigna- 
tion ; when the gallant C(md6 hearing their request, 
rushed from his chamber, and addressing himself to 
the duchess's followers, said, '* You tremble, and 
Cond6 is at your head ! since you have not courage 
to defend him, his death shall relieve you from your 
apprehensions." At these words he proceeded to 
mount the ramparts, determined to stand the fury of 
the first discharge of cannon. He called with a 
loud voice to the commanding officer of the artillery 
under the walls, " Behold," said he, " the object of 
your search ; direct your vengeance upon him alone, 
and let him die, as he has lived, with honour." 

H 3 
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ill w officer was astouislied at the drcumstimce, and 
sent to the Count de Malicourt, who was at a small 
distance, for his instructions. The latter immediattely 
rode up, and bade him fire according to the prince's 
request ; when the Duchess of Ferrara ^>peared upon 
the walls, and taking the prince by the hand, threw 
herself before him. " Turn your fury against me," 
said she to the count, " and destroy at one instant the 
illustrious Conde, and the daughter of your knig la- 
mented king." 

The memory of Louis XII. was idolized by the 
sddiers ; they caUed out almost with one voice to the 
engineer, who was putting the mi^*h to the cannon, 
to stop, and then bade the count respect the daughter 
of him who had been the father of his people. Malt- 
court saw with amazement his men turn their badui 
upon the castle, and suddenly march to their different 
quarters. 

The prince of Cond6, the same night, with a few 
friends, departed from his benefactress, joined alakge 
body of the Hugonots, and afterwards defeated the 
king's troops in several battles. 

MARLBOROUGH. 

At the siege of Nimeguen, Marlborough, then a 
very yoimgman, attracted the notice of the celebrated 
Turenne, who from that period spoke of him by the fa- 
miliar title of " the handsome £nglishman,"and short- 
ly afterwards put his spirit to the test. A lieutenant^ 
colonel having scandidously abandoned, without re- 
sistance, a station which he was enjoined to defend to 
the last extremity, Turenne exclaimed, " I will bet 
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a supper and a dozen of claret, that my handsome 
Knglishman will recover the post with half the number 
of men that the officer commanded who has lost it." 
The wager was instantly accepted, and the event 
justified the confidence ol the general ; for Captain 
Churchill, after a short but desperate resistance, ex* 
peUed the enemy and maintained the post. 



DEATH OF TURENNE. 

In the year 1675, the Council of Vienna sent 
Montecuculi to oppose Turenne, as the only officer 
that was thought to be a match for him. BoUi gene- 
rals were perfect masters of the art of war. They 
passed four months in watching «ach other, and in 
marches and counter-marches ; at length Turenne 
thought that he had got his rival into such a situation 
as he wanted, near Saltsbach, when, going to choose 
a place to erect a battery, he was unfortunately struck 
by a cannon shot, which killed him on the spot, 
llie same ball having carried away the arm of St. 
Hilaire, lieutenant-genertd of the artillery, his son, 
who was near, could not forbear weeping. ** Weep 
not for me," said Hilaire, " but for the brave man 
who liea there, whose loss to his country nothing can 
repair." 

DEFENCE OF CREMONA. 

In the defence of posts, there are so many circum* 
stances in favour of the attacked, that it is surpridng 
that they do not hold out longer than they commonly 
do. The eiample of Cremona, surprised by Prince 
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Eugene in 1703, will remain a lasting proof wHat 
determined bravery can do; and shew that, though an 
enemy is master of half the ramparts and part of the 
town, he is not master of the whole* 

Prince Eugene, having formed the design of lor- 
prising this town, got some thousand Austrian soldiers 
admitted at a secret passage by a priest. These 
troops seized the two g^tes, and a great part of the 
town 'f the garrison,, buried iu sleep^.were roused by 
the assault, end obliged to fight in their shirts ; but 
by the ezcrllent maiioeuvre»ef the officers and bravery 
of the men, they repulsed the Imperialists fr(nn square 
to square, from street to stseet, till Prince Eugene 
was at last obliged to abandon the town of whidblw 
had so nearly made a conquest. 

DEFENCE OF ANOUILLA. 

A French squadron attacked the small Island of 
Anguilla in the West In^es in the year 1745; and 
landed six hundred and fifiy men. The governor, 
Hodge, had only a< company of twtnty'two mm to 
oppose this immense force, but not at ail daunted by 
their superiority, he mustered hislittleband, and thus 
addressed them ;— 

** Gentlemen, I am an utter stranger to aU manner 
of military discipline, so have nothing to recommend 
to you, but load and fire as fast as you can, and stand 
by one another in the defence of your country ; so 
God bless yc." 

This address was not lost on these brave fellows, for 
they immediately shook hands, and solemnly bound 
themselves to each other, either to drive away the 
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French, or die in tlie attempt, lliey then marched 
forward, and, meeting the French in a narrow path, 
attacked them from a small breast-work prepared for 
the purpose, and killed and woonded abo? e • hun- 
dred of their men. The survirors hastened on board 
their vessels, and immediately sailed. It is remark- 
able, that not one of Governor Hodge's men was 
either killed or woonded. 



CAPTAIN HORNBY. 

Mr. Richard Hornby, of Stokesly, was master of a 
merchant ship, the Isabella of Sonderla&d, in which 
he sailed froin the coast of Norfolk for the Hague, 
June 1, 1744, in company with three smaller vessels 
recommended to his care. Next day, they made 
Gravesant Steeple, in the Hague ; but while thty 
were steering for their port, a French privateer, that 
lay concealed among the Dutch fishing boats, sud- 
denly came against them, singling out the Isabella as 
the object of attack, while the rest dispersed and 
escaped. The strength of the two ships was most 
unequal ; for the Isabella mounted only four carriage 
guns and two swivels, and her crew consisted of only 
five men and three boys, besides the captain ; while 
the privateer, the Marquis de Hrancas, commanded 
by Captain Andr^, had ten carriage guns and eight 
swivels, with seventy-five men and three hundred 
small arms. Yet Captain Hornby was nothing daun- 
ted. Having animated his little crew by an appropri- 
ate address, and obtained their promise of s t a nding by 
him to the last, he hoisted the British colours, and with 
his two swivel guns returned the fire of the enemy's 
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cliase guns. The Frenchmen, in abusive terms, com- 
manded him to strike. Hornby coolly returned an 
answer of defiance* on which the privateer a^anced, 
and poured such showers of ballets into the Isabella, 
that the captain found it prudent to order his braixe 
fifeUowa into close quarters. While be li^ thus 
sheltered, the enemy twice attempted to board hin. 
on the larboard quarter ; but by a dexterous turn of 
the behn he frustrated both attempts, though the 
Frenchmen kept firing upoA him both, with guns and 
small arms. At two o'clock, when the actioa had 
tasted an hour, the privateer running furiously in 
upon the larboard of Uke Isabella, entangled her bow- 
sprit among the main shrouds, and was lashed fast to 
her. Captain Andr6 now bawled out, in a menacing 
tone, *' You English dog, strike." Captain Hornby 
challenged him to come on board and strike his 
colours if he dared. The exasperated Frenchman 
instantly threw in twenty men on the Isabella, who 
began to hack and hew into the close quarters ; but a 
general discharge of blunderbusses forced the assail- 
ants to retreat as fast as their wounds would' permit 
them. 

The privateer being now disengaged from die Isa- 
bella, turned' about and made anoUier attempt on the 
sterboard aids, when the valiant Hornby and faia 
mate shot each his man as the enemy were again 
lashing the ships together; 1lie Frenchman once 
more commanded him to strike ; and the brave 
Englishman returning another refusal, twenty freah 
men entered, and« made a* fierce attack (m the dose 
quarters with hatehete and pole axes, with which they 
had nearly cut their way through in three places, when 
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the conBtant fire kept up by Captwn Hornby and his 
crew obliged them a second time to retreat, carrying 
their wounded with them, and hauling their dead 
after them with boat-hooks. 

I'he Isabella continuing still lashed to the enemy, 
the latter, with small arms, fired repeated and terrible 
Tolleys into the close quart«rB ; but the fire was 
returned with such spirit and effect, that the French- 
men repeatedly gave way. At length. Captain 
Hornby seeing them crowding behind their mainmast 
for shelter, aimed a blunderbuss at them, which being 
by mistake doubly loaded, containing twice twelva 
balls, burst in the firing, and threw him down, to 
the great consternation of his little crew, who sup- 
posed him dead. In an instant, however, he started 
up again, though greatly bruised, while the enemy, 
among whom the blunderbuss had made dreadful 
havoc, disengaged themselves from the Isabella, to 
which they had been lashed an hour and a quarter, and 
sheered off with precipitation, leaving their grapplings 
and a quantity of pole axes, pistols, and cutlasses, 
behind them. 

The gallant Hornby now ezultingly fired his two 
starboard guns into the enemy's stem. The indignant 
Frenchman inunediately returned and renewed the 
conflict, which was carried on yard-arm and yard- 
arm, with great fury, for two hours together. The 
Isabella was shot through her hull several times, her 
sails and rigging were torn to pieces, her ensign was 
dismounted, and every mast and yard damaged ; 
yet she still bravely maintained the combat, and at 
last, by a fortunate shot, which struck the Brancas 
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between wind and water, obliged her to sheer off and 
careen. While the enemy were retiring, Hornby and 
Ids little crew sallied out from their ftuitiieaa, tod, 
erecting their fallen ensign, gave three cheers. 

By this time both vessels had driven so aesr the 
English shore, that immense crowds had asaembledto 
be spectators of the action. The Frenchman having 
Btopped hie leak, returned to the combat, and poured 
a dreadful volley into the stem of the Isabella, when 
Captain Hornby was wounded by a ball in the tem- 
ple, and bled profusely. The sight of their bnre 
commander, streaming with blood, somewhat diaoon- 
certed his gallant companions, but he called to theai 
briskly to keep their courage, and stand to their 
arms, for his wound was not dangerous. On this 
their spirits revived, and again taking post in their 
dose quarters, they sustained the riiock of thrce 
more tremendous broadsides, in returning whidi 
they forced the Braucas, by another well-aimed ahot, 
a second time to sheer off and careen. The hussaa 
of the Isabella's crew were renewed, and they again 
set up their shattered ensign, which veas ahot through 
and through into honourable rags. 

Andr6, who was not deficient in bravery, aoon re- 
turned to the fight, and having disabled the Isabella 
by five terrible broadsides, once more summoned 
Hornby, with terrible menaces, to strike his coloora. 
Captain Hornby turned to his gallant comradea. 
*' You see yonder, my lads," pointing to the shore, 
*' the witnesses of your valour." It was mmeceaaary 
to say more ; they one and all assured him of their 
resolution to stand by him to thie last ; and finding 
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them thus invincibly deteimined, he hurled his final 
defiance at the enemy. 

Andr6 immediately ran his ship upon the Isabella's 
starboard* and lashed close alongside ; but his crew 
murmured, and refused to renew the dangerous task 
of boarding, so that he was obliged to cut die lashings 
and again retreat. 

Captain Hornby resolred to sslute the privateer 
with one parting gun ; and this last shot fired into 
the stem of the Brancas happening to reach the 
magazine, it blew up with a tremendous explosion, 
and the vessel instantly went to the bottom. Out of 
seventy-five men, thirty-six were killed or wounded 
in the action, and all the rest, together with the 
wounded, perished in the deep, except three, who 
were picked up by the Dutch fishing-boats. 

This horrible catastrophe excited the compassion 
of the brave Hornby and his men ; but they could, 
unfortunately, render no assistance to their ill-fated 
enemies, the Isabella having become unmanageable, 
and her boat being shattered to pieces. 

Mr. Hornby afterwards received from his sovereign 
a large gold medal, in commemoration of his heroic 
conduct on this occssion; conduct, perhaps, not 
surpassed by any thing hi the annals of British naval 
prowess. 



TOM BROWN. 

At the battle of Dettingen, on the 16th of June, 

1743, a private in Bland's dragoons, of the name of 

Thomas Brown, who had not been more than a year 

in the service, singularly distinguished himself by his 

100 I 
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intrepidity. After haviDg had two horses killed 
under him, and lost two fingers of his left hand, 
seeing the regimental standard borne off by some of 
the enemy, in consequence of a wound received by 
the comet, he galloped into the midst of the enemy, 
shot the soldier who was carrying off the standard ; 
and having seized it, and thrust it between his tbigli 
and the saddle, he gallantly fought his way back 
through the hostile ranks ; and, though covered with 
wounds, bore the prize in triumph to his comrades, 
who greeted him with three cheers. In this valiant 
exploit. Brown received eight woonds in his face, 
head, and neck ; three balls went through his hat, 
and two lodged in his back, whence they could never 
be extracted. 

The fame of Tom Brown soon spread through the 
kingdom ; his health was drank with enthasiaam ; 
his achievement was painted on sign-posts ; and 
prints, representing his person and heroic deeds, were 
sold in abundance. 

He recovered of his wound so far as to be able to 
serve for a short time in the life-guards ; but, being 
ultimately found disqualified for further service, he re- 
tired on a pension ofc£30 a year, to the town of Yarm, 
(where there is still a sign that commemorates his 
valour) and died in this retirement in January, 1746, 

THE LION MAN OF WAR. 

In the year 1745, his majesty's ship the Lion, 
of fifty-eight guns, commanded by Captain Biett 
engaged with two French vessels : one, a man of war 
of sixty-four guns, and the other a ship o^ sixteen 



gani* TKe Lion ran alongude- the large slitp, and 
fought her within pistol shot for five hours, when her 
vising being cut to pieces, and her masts shot away, 
so that she lay muzzled in the sea, and could do 
nothing with her sails, the French ship> escaped. 
Forty-five of the Lion's men were killed, and one 
hundred and seven wounded^ Every person- quartered 
at the gunft was killed upon the spot, except two men 
and a boy. Captain Brett was wounded in the anoy 
in the foot, and was knocked down with splinters 
several times. His l^utenants were all wounded 
two hours before the close of the action, but still 
would not leave the deck, but continued to en^ 
courage the men to the last. It is singular that, with 
such examples of bravery, a coward could be found 
in the vessel ; but yet this was the case. The cap- 
tain ot marines, though called upon several times 
during the action, could not be found. At last, one 
of the midshipmen discovered him concealed under a 
large bag of hay, with one of his corporals by him. 
The charge which this recreant so basely deserted, 
was taken by the Rev.. Mr. Leach, the chaplain, who 
bravely put himself at the head of the corps, rallied 
them twice on the poop of the ship, and encouraged 
them to behave like &igliahmen, until he was shot 
dead on the spot. 

COLONEL GARDiINER. 

The day before the hattle of Preston Pans, Colonel 
Gardiner rode through the ranks of his regiment, 
an^ addressed his men in the most respectful and 
anmiating manner* Perceiving a timidity in part 
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of his troops, he determined to set them a spiritMl 
example. " I cannot," said he, " influence the con- 
duct of others as I could wish, bat I h«re one iife to 
sacrifice to my country's safety, and I shall not spare 
it." They continued under arms aQ night, and in 
the morning, by break of day, peroehred the ap- 
proach of the rebel army, under Prince Charles. 
The highlanders, though half armed, charged with 
such impetuosity, that in less than ten minutes after 
the battle began, the king'a troops ¥rere broken and 
totally routed. After Cdlonel Gardiner'a o^n regi- 
ment of dragoona had forsaken him, peroeiving a 
party of the foot continuing to oppose the enemy 
without an officer, he immediately headed them, 
though already twice wounded, exclaiming, '* Fight 
on, my lads, and fear nothing.'* At the instant, he waa 
cut down by the scythe of a hi{^ander fnitenad to 
a long pole, and fell covered wiUi wounds. 

When the engagement was over, Colonel Gardiner 
was pointed out to Charles among those who had 
fallen in the field. The Pretender, stooping over him, 
gently raised his head from the ground, and ez- 
clsimed, " Poor Gardiner, would to God I could 
restore thy life !" 

BATTLE OF MINDEN. 

The most prominent achievement in this memora- 
ble battle, the cause of so much military controveray, 
was one which can never fail to call forth, in military 
as well as ordinary readers, an unmingled expreaaion 
of admiration and surprise. Six regiments of Britiah 
infantry, assisted by two of Hanoverian guards, weie 
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detacBed from the right of the line of infantry, ta* 
charge the enemy's centre, which consisted of sixty 
squadrons of horse ; they obeyed tliis order : and to 
tht'ir eternal honour, by half an hour past eight, 
drove the enemy before them, without any other 
assistance than from theartiUery of their own country. 
In vain did the French cavalry attempt to rally; 
they could not look this little corps of infantry in the 
face. In vain was it taken in front and flank by 
their artillery ; its resolution was not to be daunted ; 
the ground over which they marched was strewed 
with slaughter and blood,imd carnage paved the path, 
to glory - 

FR£I>£RICK THE GR£A>T. 

Before the battle of Roshach, which led to the 
most celebrated of all the King of Prussia's victories, 
Frederick addressed his little army, not amounting to 
more than twenty-five Ukootand men, in nearly the 
following words : 

** My brave soldiers— llie hour is come in which 
all that is, and all that ought to be, dear to us, 
depends upon the swords that are now drawn for the 
battle. Time permits me to say but little, nor is 
there occasion to say much. You know that there is 
no labour, no hunger, no cold, no watching, no 
danger, that I have not shared with you hitherto ; 
and you now see me ready to lay down my life with 
you and for you. All I ask, is the same pledge of 
fidelity and affection that I give. Acquit yourselves 
like men, and put your confidence in God." 

The effect of this speech was indescribable. Ilie 

1 3 
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soldiers answered it by an uniTersal ■boat, tnd thdr 
looks and demeanour became animated to ft sort of 
heroic phrenzy. 

Frederick led on hia troops in penon, expoied to 
the hottest of the fire, llie enemy for • few moments 
made a gallant resistance; but, ovenvhelmed by the 
headlong intrepidity of the Pmssians, they at Inifth 
gave way in every part, and fled in tfie utmost 
disorder. Night alone saved fnmi total destruction 
the scattered remains of an army, which, in the mora- 
ing, was double the number of its conquerors, 

MARSHAL SCHWERIN. 

When the King of Prussia entered Bohemia in 
1757, at the head of thirty thousand men, the 
Austrian army, though consisting of one hundred 
thousand men, fled before them. At Anwal, a 
viUage about two miles from Prague, however. Count 
Brown, the Austrian general, determined to make a 
stand, and wait the arrival of the Prussians. His 
camp was fortified by every advantage of nature and 
every contrivance of art ; his centre wss an eminence, 
his left was covered by Prague, and his right by a 
morass, llie King of Prussia soon came up, and <m 
the 6th of May, 1757, at three o'clock in the after- 
noon, a battle began. Marshal Schwerin, with the 
left of the Prussians, attacked the Austrians with 
amazing intrepidity in the very front of the enemy's 
batteries, climbed precipices till then thought in- 
surmountable, and, with this dsring resolution, 
charged, sword in hand, forces much superior to his 
own. He was repulsed ; but not without a very ob- 
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stinate struggle, which occasioned a temble carnage. 
The troops were soon rallied, and the brave Schwerin 
attempted to lead them (m again-, bat the men hesi- 
tating about passing the morass, which was enfiladed 
by the enemy's batteries, he snatdied the standard 
from the officer who bore it, and, xnshing foremost 
into the morass, cried out, "Iiet all brav« Pr«8sians 
follow me.*' At that instant, he was cAruck dead by a 
cannon ball. 



SIR WILLIAM ERSKINE. 

In the month of February, 1761, when Prince 
Ferdinand beat up the quarters of dife French, they 
w«re obliged to retire • great way, widwut being 
able to oifier any lesistanoe. When they began at 
lengtii to recover UieaBseWes, and to recoil on the 
allied anny. Sir WiUiam Erskine, wkh tiie 15th 
regiment, was stationed in a viUage m the advance. 
In a very foggy morning, soon after the patroles 
reported that aU was well. Sir William was alarmed 
by his videttCB having seen a large body of cavalry 
coming to surprise him. He iastanliy mounted his 
horse, and sallied intrepidly forth, at the head of the 
pioquet of fifty men, leaving orders for the rest of 
the regiment to follow as fast as they could mount, 
without beating a drum or making any noise. He 
attacked the enemy's advanced guard, in the cursory 
manner of the light cavalry, and continued to do so 
while his men were joining him by tens and twenties, 
and the French cavalry were forming to resist an 
attack, till he collected the whole regiment, and then 
retired in good ordei, without the loss of a man. 
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The presence of mind which disttnguished Sfr 
William Erskine, on this occasion, was still more 
strikingly shewn in another instance. After a repulse 
and a hurd march of seventy-two miles in one day, 
when the men were fatigued, and scarcely a hone 
able to trot, he came unexpectedly in sight of a 
French regiment, drawn up with a morass in their 
rear. Sir William left his own corpii, and adTandng 
to the French, desired to speak with the oomnmnding 
officer, whom he entreated to surrender, to prevent 
their being cut to pieces by a large body of cmTahry 
that were advancing. The French commander re- 
quested leave to consult with his ofliom ; on d«inf 
which, they refused to surrender; but upon Ss 
WiUiam telling them, in an animated and confident 
tone, that their Klood must be on their own heads, and 
turned to move o£f to his own corps, they called to 
him, and laying down their aims, surrendered to 
harassed troops. 



DASHING EXPLOIT. 

In the campaign of 1761, when the French waBj, 
under the command of Marshal Broglio, and the 
Prince of Soubise, were retiring towards Hozter, where 
they passed the Weisser, Prince Ferdinand fitdlowed 
dose after them for several days ; and on the evening 
before they gained the pass over the river, one of 
Prince Ferdinand's aides-de-camp desired the gre* 
nadiers and highlanders who were in front to push oii» 
and take some of the enemy's baggage, which was 
but a little way before them, and weakly guarded* 
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They immediately formed, and hastily marched over 
a plain with a thick wood in front, which they were 
told was clear, and had got within four hundred paces 
of the enemy's baggage, when several 'squadrons of 
French dragoons rushed suddenly out upon them from 
the skirts of the wood on both flanks, and began to hew 
them down without mercy. At this critical moment 
Comet Nangle, with an advanced party of twenty 
horsemen, coming up the hill, got sight of the 
attack, and instantly rushing on, charged the French 
cavalry, regardless of their superior numbers. Startled 
at the briskness of an attack which they were little 
expecting, the French immediately retired back, when 
the rest of Nangle *s regiment getting in view, came 
on, and, joining in the attack, drove them off with 
considerable loss. The gallant intrepidity of this 
young officer, with his twenty men, was the salvati<m 
of the grenadiers and highlanders, great numbers of 
whom must have been otherwise cut to pieces. 

SIR JAMES WALLACE. 

In 1780, Sir James Wallace^ in the Experiment, of 
fifty guns, conducted a predatory warfare on the French 
coast. Having driven several large frigates into the 
Bay of Cancalle in Normandy, until the^ had run close 
under cover of a battery, and his pilots not venturing 
to take further charge of his ship, he immediately 
took the risk and management npon himself, boldly 
passed up the bay, and laid her ashore abreast of the 
battery. In that situation he engaged until he silenced 
the batteiy, and compelled the French crews to aban* 
don their ships, which were immediately boarded and 
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brought away. Two other frigates, an armed cutter, 
and a number of small craft, were set on fire, or 
otherwise destroyed. 

FAIR PLAY. 

In the attack on the strong fortress of St.FenMBido 
de Omao, inthe year 1780, an English sailor, wli» had 
scrambled singly over the wall, had, for thebettser an* 
noyonce of the enemy on all sides, armed himself wrili 
a cutlass in each hand. Thus equipped, he fell in with 
a Spanish officer just roused from sleep, and who in 
the hurry and confusion had forgotten his sword. 
This circumstance restrained the fury of the British 
tar, who, disdaining to attack an unarmed foe, but un- 
willing to relinquish so happy an opportunity of dis- 
playing his courage in single combat, presented one 
of the cutlasses to him, saying, ** I scorn any adran- 
tage ; you are now upon an equal footing with me." 
llie astonishment of the officer at such an act of gene- 
rosity, and the facility with which • friendly parley 
took place, when he expected nothing else, from the 
uncouth and hostile appearance of his foe, than being 
cut into pieces instandy, and without mercy, could 
only be rivalled by the admiration wkich his relatioii 
of the story excited in his countrymen. 



IRISH CORPORAL. 

A corporal of the 17th Dragoons, named O'Lsveiy, 
serving under Lord Rawdon in South Carolina doii^ 
the American war, being appointed to escort an im- 
portant despatch through a country possessed by the 
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enemy, wis a Bhort time after their departure wounded 
in the aide by a aliot, which laid his companion dead 
at his feet. Insensible to every thing but duty, he 
seized the despatch,and continued his route till he sunk 
from the loss of blood. Unable to proceed farther, 
and yet anxious for his charge, to which he knew death 
would be no security against the enemy, he then 

" Within his wound the fatal paper placed 
Which proT*d his death, nor by that death disgrac'd. 
A smile benignant on his countenance shone 
Pleas*d that his secret had remained unknown ; 
So was he found." 

A British patrol discovered him, on the following 
day, before life was quite extinct ; he pointed out to 
bis comrade the dreadful depository he had chosen, 
and then satisfactorily breathed his last, llie Earl of 
Moira has erected a monument to the hero, in the 
church of his native parish. 



FIGHTING QUAKER. 

In the late American war, a New York trader was 
chased by a small French privateer, and having four 
guns with plenty of small arms, it was agreed to stand 
a brush with the enemy rather than be taken prisoners. 
Among several other passengers was an athletic qua- 
ker, who, thoogh he withstood every solicitation to lend 
a hand, as being contrary to his religious tenets, kept 
walking back wards and forwards on the deck, without 
any apparent fear, the enemy all the time pouring in 
their shot. At length, the vessels having approached 
close to each other, a disposition to bowdwasmani- 
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fested by the French , which was very soon pat in exe- 
cution ; and the quaker being on the look out, unex- 
pectedly sprang towards the first man that jumped on 
board, and grappling him forcibly by th« coU«r, cooXLy 
said, " Friend, thou hast no business hare," tt the 
same time hoisting him over the ship's side* 



SIR JOHN MOORE. 

Colonel, afterwards Sir John Moore, bad the com- 
mand of the party which stormed and carried Fort 
Mozello, the principal outlet to the city of Cahi, in 
the island of Corsica. Day break was the time chosen 
for the assault ; and, that no alarm might be given Is 
the garrison, the soldiers were ordered not to load, as 
it was resolved to attempt it by the point of the 
bayonet. Colonel Moore, with a chosen body of troops, 
had proceeded abouthalf way, when the enemy, whose 
attention had been diverted by a false attack, st Isst 
perceived their danger, flew to arms, and dischsrged 
a volley of grape shot, which, however, did little execu- 
tion. Colonel Moore continued to press forward st 
the head of his men, leaving behind die wounded and 
dying, and was entering the walls, when a bomb-slidl 
bursting struck him to the ground. Ftnlunstely, how- 
ever, he instantly recovered himself ; and, notwith- 
standing the great effusion of blood, he pressed on, 
and after a mostobstinate and sanguinary conflict, the 
enemy was compelled to surrender. Nothing hut the 
most consummate skill and determined brsveiy cooU 
have stormed a fortress garrisoned by somn of ttks 
best troops of France, commanded by sn M. expe- 
rienced general, and furnished with every necessary for 
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t vigorous reaiitance. When General Stewart, the 
commander-in'Chief, who was a witness of the attack, 
perceived the grenadiers ascending, he rode up to the 
fort, and, quitting his horse, mounted the breach. 
Finding the troops in possession of the place, he flew 
into the arms of Colonel Moore ; the surrounding 
soldiers shouted, and threw their hats into the air for 
joy. 



DEFENCE OF THE TYROL. 

After the battle of Aspem, Bonaparte detached a 
force of nearly 40,000 men, under the command of 
General Lefebvre, to subjugate the Tyrolese, who, 
beaded by the brave and enterprising Andrew Hofer, 
had opposed a desperate resistance to all their attacks. 
The account of this expedition, as related by a Saxon 
major, who escaped from the destruction of those ter- 
rible days, presents one of the most striking instances 
of national and individual heroism that history records. 
" We had penetrated to Inspruck," says the officer, 
''without great resistance. Our entrance into the passes 
of the Brenner was only opposed by a small corps, 
wliich continued fallingback, after an obstinate though 
short resistance. Among others, I perceived a man 
full eighty years old, posted against the side of a rock, 
and sending death amongst our ranks at every shot. 
Upon the Bavarians descending from behind to make 
him prisoner, he shouted. Hurrah! struck the first man 
to the ground with a ball, seized hold of the second, 
and, with the ejaculation, in GotVt name ! precipitated 
himself with him icco the abyss below. 

" Marching oat « rd, we heard resound from the 
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summit of a high rock, Stephen, shali I chop it off yet J 
to which a loud nay reverberated from the oppoaite. 
This was told to the Duke of Danteic, Mho notwith- 
^qKnding ordered us to advance ; attke same time he 
prudently withdrew from the centre to the rear. The 
▼an, consisting of four thousand Bavarians, had jost 
stormed a deep ravine, when we again heard halloed 
over our heads, Hans! for the most Holy Trinity ! Our 
terror was completed by the reply that immediately 
followed. In the name of the Holy Trinity, cut all loott 
below ! and ere a minute was elapsed, thousands of my 
comrades in arms were crushed, buried, and over- 
whelmed, by an incredible heap of broken rocks, stones, 
and trees, hurled down upon us. We were all petrified : 
every one fled that could ; but a shower of balls from 
the Tyrolese, who now rushed from the surrounding 
mountains in immense numbers, and among them boys 
and girls of ten and twelve years of age, killed or 
wounded a great many of us. It was not till we had 
got these fatal mountains six leagues behind us, that 
we were re-assembled by the duke, and formed into 
six columns. Soon after, the Tyrolese appeared, headed 
by Hofer, the innkeeper. After a short address from 
him, they gave a general fire, then flung their rifles 
s side, and rushed upon our bayonets. Nothing could 
withstand their impetuosity. They darted at oar feet» 
threw or pulled us down, strangled as, wrenched th» 
arms from our hands, and, like enraged lions, killed all. 
French, Bavarians, and Saxons, tibat did not cry (tc^ 
quarter. By doing so, I, with three hundred men, was 
spared and set at liberty. 

" When all lay dead around, and the victory was 
corjipleted, the Tyrolese, as if moTed by (me iiii|ii]]at. 
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tell upon their knees, and poured forth the emotions 
of their heaxts in prayer, under the canopy of heaven ; 
a scene sc awfully solemn, that it will ever be present 
in my reoiembrance. I joined in the devotion, and 
never in my li/e did I pray more fervently.* 



)> 



FRENCH GAIETY. 

In the campaign of 1812, a distinguished general 
officer of the French army was severely wounded in 
tlie leg. The surgeons, on consulting, declared that 
amputation was indispensable. The general received 
the intelligence with much composure. Among the 
persons who surrounded him, he observed his V alet-de- 
chambre, who shewed by his profound grief the deep 
share which he took in the melancholy accident. 
'* Why dost thou weep, Germain 1" said his master, 
smilingly, to him. " It is a fortunate thing for thee, 
you will have only one boot to clean in future.*' 



YOUNG CASABIANCA 

On the fatal explosion of the Orient at the bat tie of 
the Nile, the conduct and death of admiral Casa^ 
bianca's son, a boy whose age did not exceed thirteen, 
were singularly remarkable. Stationed among the guns, 
he encouraged the gunners and sailors -, and when the 
firing happened to be impeded in the heat of the ac- 
tion, through excess of zeal and agitation, he restored 
order and tranquillity by a coolness which was quite 
astonishing for his age ; he made the gunners and 
tailors sensible of their inadvertencies, and took care 
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tliat each gun was served with cartridges suited to its 
calibre. 

He did not know that his father had been mortallj 
wounded ; and when the fire broke mt on homtA the 
Orient, and the guns were abandoned, this coarageoos 
child remained by himself, and called londl j on his 
father, to tell him, if he could quit his post like the 
rest without dishonour. The fire was making dreadful 
ravages, yet he still waited for his father* s answer ; 
but in vain ! At length an old sailor informed him of 
the misfortune of Casabianca, and told him that he 
was ordered to save his son's life by surrendering. He 
refused, and ran to the gun-room. When he perceived 
his father, he threw himself upon him, held him in his 
close embrace, and declared tiiat he would never quit 
him. In vain his father entreated him and threatened 
him ; in vain the old sailor, who felt an attachment to 
his captain, vdshed to render him this last service* 
" I must die, I will die with my father !" answered 
the generous child. " There is but a momoit remain- 
ing," observed the sailor ; " I shall have a great di^ 
ficulty in saving myself; adieu !" The flame reach- 
ing the powder, the vessel blew up, with the young 
Casabianca, who in vain covered with his body the 
mutilated remains of his father. Such .is what the 
old sailor related to General Kleber and Louis Bo- 
naparte, on landing at Alexandria. 



PATRIOTIC FANATICISM. 

Fatigued 6nd exhausted by forced marches, a regi- 
ment of the infantry of the guard of Jerome, the ex- 
king of Westphalia, arrived before the monastery of 
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Figueiras, in ^pain. Tlie colonel of tlie regiment, a 
Frenchman, sent in an officer, to demand of the prior 
ihe necessary refreshment for th« men, as well as for 
the staff, consisting ^f about twenty officers. I'he 
prior, with some of the monks, came out to meet the 
general, assured him that the inhabitants of Figueiras 
would provide for the soldiers, but that he himself 
would prepare' a frugtl meal for the staff. The prior's 
offer was accepted ; Captain Korff received from the 
^^ueral some commissions for the regiment, and about 
an hour afterwards it was announced to the prior, 
that the dinner was served up in the refectory of the 
monastery, llie generd, who was aware that the 
French in Spain had reason to be on their guard in 
eating and inking what was offered by the natives, 
invited the prior to dine with them : he and two other 
monks accepted the invitation in such a manner, as to 
leave no doubt that he felt himself much flattered by 
it. After the officers had taken their seats, the prior 
said grace, carved, ate of every dish first, and with 
his two brethren, who poured out the wine, drank 
plentifully with his guests. The general expressed his 
satisfaction to the pri<M', whose kind reception had 
surpassed all expectation. Suddenly, however, the 
cheerfulness of the prior was changed into pro- 
found seriousness ; he rose from his seat, thanked the 
company for the honour they had done him, and 
concluded by asking if any of them had affairs to 
settle in this world 1 adding, with emphasis, " This, 
gentlemen, is the last meal you and I shall take on 
earth : in an hour we shall all be before the Judgment 
Seat of God !" Cold and trembling horror seized the 
amazed guests ; for the prior and his two monks had 

aS 
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poisoned the yvme in which they had pledged the 
French officers. All the antidotes given by the French 
physician were in vain : in leas than an hour •very 
man of them had ceased to live. 



AUGUSTINA SARRAGOSSA. 

At the siege of Sarragossa, in the year 1809, 
Augustina Sarragossa, about twenty-two yearn of age» 
a handsome woman of the lower daaa (rf peof^e, 
whilst carrying refreshments to the gates, arrived at 
the battery of the Portillo, at the very moment when 
the French fire had absolutely destroyed every peraon 
that was stationed in it. The dtizenaand soldiers for 
the moment hesitated to reman the gims ; Augustina 
rushed forward over the woonded and the alain, 
snatched a match from the hand of a dead artillery* 
man, and fired off a twenty-six pounder ; then jumping 
upon the gun, made a solemn vow never to quit it 
aUve during the siege ; and having stimulated her 
fellow citizens, by this daring intrepidity, to freah ex* 
ertions, they instantly rushed into the battery, and 
again opened a tremendous fire on the enemy. 

For her heroism on this occasion, she afterwards re* 
ceived the surname of " Sarragossa," apensioQ from 
the government, and the daily pay of an artiUeiynuuu 

FATHER SASS. 

Another extraordinary character, unexpectedly de- 
veloped during the siege of Sarragossa, was Father St« 
J ago Sass, curate of one of the parishes. In every 
part of the town where the danger was moat 
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nent, and the enemy most numerous, there wts Father 
Sass to be found. As General Palafox made his 
rounds through the city, he often beheld Sass alter- 
nately playing the part of a priest and a soldier ; 
sometimes administering the sacrament to the dying, 
and at others, fighting in the most determined manner 
i^ainst the enemies of his country : from his energy 
of character and uncommon bravery, the commander- 
in-chief reposed the utmost confidence in him during 
the siege : wherever any thing difficult or hazardous was 
to be done, Sass was selected for its execution ; and 
the introduction of a supply of powder, so essantially 
necessary to the defence of the town, was effected in 
the most complete manner by this dairyman, at the 
head of forty of the bravest men in Sarragossa. He 
was found so serviceable in inspiring the people with 
religious sentiments, and in leading them on to danger, 
that the general placed him in a situation where both 
his piety and courage might continue to be as useful 
as before. He made him both captain in the army, 
and chaplain to the commander-in-chief. 



COUNTESS BURITA. 

During the same siege, the Countess of Burita 
formed acorps of women for the relief of the wounded, 
and for the purpose of carrying provisions and wine 
to the soldiers. Manyper8ons,ofUie most unquestion- 
able veracity in Sarragossa. declare, that they have fre- 
quently seen this young, delicate, and beautiful woman 
coolly attending to the dutiim she had prescribed to 
herself, in the midst of the most tremendous fire of shot 
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and shells ; nor were they ever able to perceive, from 
the first moment that she entered into these novel 
scenes, that the idea of personal danger coald produce 
apon her the slightest effect, or bend her from her 
benevolent and patriotic purpose. 



HONOURABLE EMULATION. 

AVhen the Portugnese were overrunning ud sub- 
duing thd New World with astonishing rapidity, • 
large army of Indians besieged them in a citadel of 
which they had gained possession in 1546. The Por- 
tuguese defended themselves with a courage which 
scarcely appeared human. Their impetuosity and 
ardour were carried so far, that a soldier, in the heat 
of the action, tore out several of bis teeth, and put 
them in an arquebuss instead of balls, of which he 
was in want. 

This siege exhibited a singular example of emula- 
tion.^ Two young gentlemen, Juan Manoel and Juan 
Faucon, had gone out tofighttduel, but leanung that 
the order was given to drive the besiegers from their 
entrenchment, they changed instantly the object of 
their challenge to the glorious contention of who should 
appear first on the enemy's entrenchments. Manoel 
reached them the first, and was on the point of mount- 
ing, when a blow from a sabre cut off his right 
hand, so that it fell upon the wall ; another blow 
equally disabled his left hand, and as be was still en- 
deavouring to mount, and supporting himself on his 
two vmsts, a third blow nearly struck off hit head. 
Faucon, his rival, who mounted at the same time, 
shared a similar fate. 
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A RAGGED REGIMENT. 

fn 1(590, the French attacked aod defeated the 
Prince of Waldeck at Fleiirus. During this action, 
a lieutenant-colonel of a French regiment, whose 
name well merited preservation, was on the point of 
charging. Not knowing how*>to animate his men, who 
were very discontented with having commenced the 
campaign without being clothed, he said to them, 
' My friends, I congratulate you, that you have the 
good fortune to be in presence of a regiment newly 
clothed. Charge them vigorously, and we will clothe 
ourselves." This pleasantry so inspired the soldiers, 
that they rushed on the regiment, destroyed it, and 
completely dressed themselves on the field of battle. 

COUNT SCHULEMBOURG. 

The Turks, masters of the Morea, in 1716, attacked 
the Isle of Corfu, at that time in possession of the 
Venetians. The Comte de Schulembourg, after having 
exhausted all the expedients for defending the capitol 
that valour and experience could suggest, found him- 
self driven to the last extremity by the loss of his 
outworks, which the enemy had carried with extra- 
ordinary vigour. In a state apparently so hopeless, 
this brave and active officer thought to regain pos- 
session of what he had so recently lost. His reflec- 
tions presented to him but one means of accomplish- 
ing it, that of scaling the most considerable work on 
which the safety of the place depended, before the 
besiegers were able to establish themselves in it. He 



106 PERCY ANECDOTES. 

prepared the ladders without delay ; and putting 
himself at the head of the most determined soldiers, 
marched onward, scaled the works, and rendered 
himseU master ol the place. 

ADMIRAL KING. 

In the engagement between Sir Edward Hughes 
and M. de Suffrein, in 1781, the Exeter was afanost 
reduced to a complete wreck, having at times from 
three to five ships upon her. Commoidore King, who 
commanded her, displayed the most onshaken forti- 
tude and presence of mind. Towards the close of 
the action,, as two of the enemy's ships were bearing 
down to attack the Exeter, already a wreck, the 
master asked the commodore what he should do with 
the ship ? To which he bravely replied, ** There is 
nothing to be done but to fight till she sinks 



»» 



LORD HOWE. 

Admiral Lord Howe, when • captain, was once 
hastily awakened in the middle of the night by tbe 
lieutenant of the watch, who informed him, with great 
agitation, that the ship was on fire near the magazine. 
" If that be the case," said he, rising leisurely to put 
on his clothes, " we shall soon hear a farther report 
of the matter.*' 1lie lieutenant flew back to tlie 
scene of danger, and almost instantly returning, ex- 
claimed, " You need not, sir, be afraid, tile fire is 
extinguished." " Afraid !" exclaimed Howe ; " whst 
do you mean by that, sir 1 I never was afraid in my 
life ;" and looking the lieutenant full in the face, he 
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added, ** Pray bow does a man feel, sir, when he is 
afraid 1 I need not ask how he looks/' 



THE FIRST OF JUNE. 

In Earl Howe's engagement with the French fleet* 
on the Ist of June, 1794, the Marlborough, by intre- 
pidly breaking the enemy's line, became totally dis- 
masted, and in that situation dropped with her stem 
on the bows of a French eighty-four, whose bowsprit 
came over the Marlborough's poop. The frenchmen 
were preparing to board, though with evident reluc- 
tance, when an English sailor, of the name of Apple- 
ford, to be beforehand with them, mounted their 
bowsprit, and with his cutlass boldly leaped upon their 
forecastle, which he not only took possession of, but 
forced his adversaries to fly for safety into the waist 
of the ship ; a French officer, observing the uncommon 
behaviour of the British tar, rushed from the quarter- 
deck, to reproach BO many of his men for running away 
from one ; and, to convince them of his own honour, 
instantly commenced an attack upon Appleford, who 
however was fortunate enough to conquer him. His 
situation by this time becoming extremely dangerous, 
he thought it best to effect his retreat, as he was not 
at that time assisted on the spot by any of his country- 
men ; with this intention, he again mounted the bow- 
sprit, and, by courageously springing from it, reached 
the poop-deck of his own ship at the moment when 
the vessels were drifting from each other. 

During the confusion of the battle, the Marlborough 
was taken by several English ships for a Frenchman, 
more particularly so, as the whole of her colours had 
been i^ot away, but one white ensign, which was then 
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boiated. I'his circumstance occasioned much de- 
struction from the fire of those ships which fell into 
the mistake. At -length the solitary ensign was also 
shot away ; and hy this circumstance, the hop^ur of 
Old £ngland for a moment appeared to suffer. From 
the impossibility of replacing the colours, it seemed 
as if the ship had struck to the French, an idea which 
operated so strongly on the mind of Appleford, that 
be loudly exclaimed, " The English colours shall never 
be doused where 1 am !*' Then casting his eyes round 
the deck, he perceived the dead body of a marine, 
who had been shot through the head : he instantly 
stripped off his red coat, stuck it on a boarding-pike, 
and exalted it in the air, swearing that the Englishmen 
would not desert their colours, and that when all the 
red coats were gone, they would hoist blue jackets. 
The singularity of such conduct infused fresh spirit 
into the hardy sons of Neptune, and they bravely 
fought till the glorious moment when the terrific 
struggle ended in victory. 



FORTUNATE TEMERITY. 

The Portuguese being besieged by a body of 
Indians in Brazil, one of them, of the name of Ro- 
driquez, took a barrel of gunpowder in his arms, and 
called out to his companions, " Stand out of the way. 
I carry my own deaUi, and that of others.'* He then 
threw it in the middle of his enemies with a match 
so lighted, as to explode the momenthe threw it down. 
It burst immediately, and blew to atoms more than 
a hundred Indians. It is most surprising, that Ro- 
driquez escaped unhurt, and continued to distinguish 
himself by similar actions of valour. 
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LADIES OF BEAUVAIS. 

Charles le Temeraire, Duke of Burgundy, laid 
siege to the City of Beauvais in the year 1472. 
After inTeoting it closely for twenty-one days, his 
troops made a general assault, and were on the point 
of carrying the place, when a band of women, headed 
by a lady of the name of Jeanne Hachette, rushing 
to the walls, opposed such a resistance, with showers 
of stones, and other missiles, that the tide of fortune 
was instantaneously turned. A Burgundian officer, 
who attempted to plant the duke's standard on the 
wall, was fiercely attacked by Jeanne Hachette, 
who, snatching the standard from his hands, threw 
him headlong over the wall. The assailants, in short, 
were completely repulsed ; nor was the distaff, once 
thrown aside, resumed till the ladies of Beauvais had 
forced the Duke of Burgundy to retire in shame 
from their walls. 

In memory of this gallant achievement, the Muni- 
cipality of Beauvais ordered a general procession of 
the inhabitants to take place every year, on the 
10th of July, the day on which the siege was raised, 
in which the ladies were to have the privilege of 
preceding the men. As long as Jeanne Hachette 
lived, she marched in this annual procession, at the 
head of the women, bearing the standard which she 
had captured from Hie Burgundian officer ; and at her 
death this standard was deposited in the church of 
the Dominicans, and a portrait of the heroine placed 
in the Town Hall of Beauvais. 
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MILITARY DEVOTION. 

In 1760, the Prince of Bronswick, Commander-in- 
Chief of Uie Hanoverian anny, had made eveiy dis- 
position to surpriae, by night, the French anny. 
Louis d'Assas, captain in the regiment of AuTergne, 
was posted with his regiment near the wood of 
Kiostercamp, in the Department of Roer; and, 
wishing to assure himself of the position of the 
enemy, he went alone to explore the wood. He had 
not advanced many steps when he was surrounded by 
a troop of the enemy, who, pointing their bayonets 
at him, threatened to kill him on the spot if he ut- 
tered a word. D*Assas, superior to all personal 
considerations when duty called, cried out with all 
his might, " A moi d*Auvergne ! The enemy are at 
hand" He was on the instant bayonetted to death ; 
but his last words, by giving the alarm, saved the 
army. 

An instance of similar devotion occurred at the 
siege of Dantzic, in 1807. One Fortunas, a private 
in the 12th French light infantry, happened to stray 
in the dark into the midst of a column of Russians, 
who cried out, to an advancing body of Fren«h, 
'* Do not fire; we are Frenchmen !'' Although 
threatened with instant death if he spoke, he boldly 
called out, " Fire, fire, my captain ; they are not 
French, but Russians !" 
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RUSSIANS CROSSING THE ALPS. 

Tn tbe campaign of 1799; Suwaroff havuig passed 
St. Gotbard with the Russian anny, found himself 
environed by difficulties of the most appalling de- 
scription. His soldiers, worn out with cold and fa- 
tigue, found new enemies to contend with in every 
direction. The Cossacks were compelled to dismount, 
as their horses became useless, or, falling over pre- 
cipices, were lost in. the snow ; and the horrors of 
their situation were powerfully increased hy the 
absence of all intelligence of what was passing 
elsewhere. 

Suwaroff then attempted to push forward into the 
valley of the Renss, and arrived at what is called the 
Umerlock, adark cavern, eighty yards long, through 
which it was necessary for his troops to defile, in 
order to reach the Devil^s Bridge, by a steep die- 
clivity. This bridge connects, by a single arch, the 
rocks which run along the two sides of the valley, 
and over it the way leads to the left bank of the 
Reuss. The arch was sprung; and the French posted 
on the opposite mountain, by a continued fire, 
rendered its repair impossible, and commanded not 
only the outlet, but also the entrance of the Umer- 
loch. The first Russian battalion gallantly advanced 
into the cavern, and were completely swept away. 
The rest of the column followed, and, as the shot of 
the enemy poured in thick upon them, all were 
hurried pell-mell into this natural vault. The foremost 
were thiusC forward by those in the rear, and thus 
became exposed to the murderoos fire kept up from 
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the other side, or fell over the rocks into the abyss 
beneath. At laftt, Suwaroff resolved to do what a 
general, leas regardless of his soldiers* lives, would 
have done at first ; namely, to turn the enemy's 
flank by a circuitous rout, an attempt which seldoia 
fails among mountains, as the adversary rarely haa 
sufficient time, or advantages of ground, to guard 
himself against it. A ford above the bridge was ac- 
cordingly tried by the Russians ; they thr^w them- 
selves breast high into the impetuous stream, gained 
the heights on the opposite side, and drove the 
French from their positions. The Devil's Bridge was 
repaired by trunks of trees and planks, and Suwaroff 
reached Wasen in the evening of the same day. 



GENERAL DESAIX. 

At the battle of Marengo, General Desaix was 
struck by a ball, at the first charge of his division, 
and died almost instantly. He had only time to 
say to the young Le Brun, his aide-de-camp, *' Go, 
and tell the first consul, that my only regret in dying 
is, that I have done nothing for posterity." Thus 
modest to the last, was one of the bravest and best of 
men the French revolution has produced. The 
Austrians were wont to call him the brave, the indefa- 
t^ahU general. The Germans, over whom it was his 
frequent lot to exercise the rights of conquest, re- 
verenced him as the good Detaix ; and the ferocious 
Arabs, subjugated not more by his valour than by 
his wisdom, decreed him the sublime title of the 
Juit Stilton. 

The day before the battle in which his race of 
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glory was thus so early terminated, he observed, 
somewhat prophetically, to one of his aides-de-camp, 
" It is a long time since I fought in Europe. The 
bullets won't know me again ; something will hap- 
pen. 

When the tidings of his death were brought to 
the first consul, in the midst of the hottest of the en- 
gagement, he was much affected ; and it was one of 
his earliest commands after the victory, that a 
splendid monument should be erecced to the fallen 
4ero, on the top of Mont St. Bernard. 



GENERAL VALHUBERT, 

At the battle of Au8terlitz,itwas the French order 
of the day not to weaken the ranks, in order to give 
assistance to the wounded. General Valhubert was 
anumg those who fell, severely wounded by a cannon- 
shot in the thigh. His soldiers stopped to raise him 
up. The gallant general waved to them to be gone, 
exclaiming, <* Remember the order of the day ; you 
can pick me up after the victory !'* He was after- 
wards removed, and met death with the most heroic 
tranquillity. " In an hour," he wrote to the emperor, 
" I diall be no more. I do not regret life, since I 
have p.articipated in a victory which will ensure you 
• happy reign. When you think of the brave, who 
were devoted to your service remember Valhubert." 



t. 3 
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SCOTCH PIRATE. 



A Scotch corsair, of tlie name of Le Bretcm, 
having been attacked by some English vessels in 
1512, defended himself with extraordinary courage ; 
but being at last mortally wounded, and no longer 
able to contend with the enemy, he bade one of his 
men bring him his hautboy, or flute, on which he 
jilayed for their encouragement, as long as his breath 
would permit him* 

AN INCIDENT AT BAROSSA. 

At the battle of Barossa, the first battalion of the 
87th regiment was engaged with the 8th Imperial ; 
and, after a severe contest, drove it back at the point 
of the bayonet. During the engagement, a young 
ensign of the 87th, perceiving the Imperial eagle, 
cried aloud to the sergeant, " Do you see that, 
Masterman 1" He then rushed forward to seize it, 
bat was shot in the attempt ; the sergeant instantly 
revenged his death, ran his antagonist through the 
body, cut down the standard-bearer, and took the 
eagle ; which was subsequently brought to England, 
and deposited with others in the chapel of White- 
hall. 

I'he gallant ISlasterman was afterwards rewarded 
for this brave acliievement, by a commission in the 
second battalion of his regiment. On once hearing 
the action singularly commended by a gentleman, 
who was not aware that he was addressmg one so 
clearly interested in the eulogium, he replied, with 
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great modesty, " The sergeant merely did his duty ; 
and only accomplished what hundreds of his com- 
rades would have done had they possessed an equal 
opportunity ; it was the fortune of war ; the sergeant 
fortunately succeeded in the attempt, which had cost 
the poor ensign his life." 



AN' INVINCIBLE. 

In a sortie made from Dunkirk, in 1793, a severe 
contest was maintained, for some time, with a part of 
the army under his Royal Highness the Duke of 
York. Towards the close of the action, and during 
the retreat of the French, an officer of cavalry, be- 
longing to the garrison, perceived a national standard 
lying on the ground, either dropped in the flight, or 
fallen from the hands of an ensign who had been 
killed or wounded. Although he was himself, at the 
tinke, most closely pressed by a detachment, he stop- 
ped, cut his way through bodies of Hanoverian in- 
fantry , leaped from his horse, and, seizing the standard, 
remounted. Scarcely, however, had he seated him- 
self, when his pursuers came up, and a grenadier of 
the British cavalry demanded him as his prisoner, 
with the surrender of his flag. The French officer 
replied, that he was determined to carry it to the 
fortress, or perish in the attempt. He fought bravely 
in defence of his charge ; and when, at last, fortune 
had given the advantage to his adversary, he persisted 
in declaring that he would neither be made prisoner, 
nor give up the colours ; that he knew how to die, 
but not to dishonour himself or the nation. He con- 
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tinued to figbt most gallantly until he was shot 
through the head, and the standard fell into the pos- 
session of the English. 



MAGNANIMOUS PEASANT. 

A great inundation having taken place in the 
north of Italy, owing to an excessive fall of snow in 
the Alps, followed by a speedy thaw, the river 
Adige carried off a bridge near Verona, except the 
middle part, on which was the house of the toll- 
gatherer, who thus, with his whole family, remained 
imprisoned by the waves, and in momentary danger 
of destruction. They were discovered from the 
bank, stretching forth their hands, screaming, and 
imploring succour, while fragments of the only re- 
maining arch were continually dropping into the 
water. 

In this extreme danger, a nobleman who wag pre- 
sent, a Count of Pulverina, held out a purse of one 
hundred sequins, as a reward to any adventurer 
who would take a boat and deliver this unhappy 
family. But the danger was so great, of being borne 
down by the rapidity of the current, of being 
dashed against a fragment of the bridge, or of being 
crushed by the falling stones, that no one in the vast 
number of spectators had courage enough to attempt 
such an exploit. 

A peasant passing along was informed of the cir- 
cumstance, and of the promised reward. Imme 
diately jumping into a boat, he, by strength of oars, 
gained the middle of the river, brought his boat under 
the pile, and the whole family safely descended by 
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means of a rope. " Courage/' said he, ** now you 
are safe." By a still more strenuous effort, and great 
strength of arm, he brought the boat and family to 
shore. " Brave fellow !" exclaimed the coimt, hand- 
ing the purse to him, " here is your recompense." 
" 1 shall never expose my life for money," answered 
the peasant ; " my labour is a sufficient livelihood for 
myself, my wife, and children. Give the purse ia 
this poor family, who have lost all." 



COLLAPISSA INDIANS. 

M. Bossu, an officer of distinction, who held a 
considerable command at New Orleans in the middle 
of the last century, relates the following striking 
instance of patriotism and heroism, in his Nouveaux 
Votiage$ aux Jndes Occidentales : 

** The tragical death of an Indian of the Collapissa 
nation," says he, " who sacrificed himself for his 
country and son, I have often admired, as displaying 
the grreatest heroism, and placing human nature in 
the noblest point of view. A Chactaw Indian 
having one day expressed himself in the most re- 
proachful terms of the French, and called the Col- 
lapissas their dogs and their slaves, one of this 
nation, exasperated at his injurious expressions, laid 
him dead on the spot. The Chactaws, the most 
numerous and the most warlike tribe on that conti- 
nent, immediately flew to arms ; they sent deputies 
to New Orleans, to demand from the French governor 
the head of the savage, who had fled to him for pro- 
tection : the governor offered presents as an atone- 
ment, but they were rejected with disdain : they 
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threatened to exterminate the whole tribe of the Col- 
lapissas. To pacify this fierce nation, and prevent 
the efifasion of blood, it was at length found necessaiy 
to deliver up the unhappy Indian. The Sieur Fer- 
rand, commander of the German posts on the right 
of the Mississippi, was charged with this melancholy 
commission : a rendezvous was in consequence ap« 
pointed between the settlement of the Collapissas 
and the German posts, where the mournful ceremony 
was conducted in the following manner : 

" The Indian victim, whose name was Tichou 
Mingo (i. e. servant to the cacique or prince) was 
produced. He rose up, and, agreeably to the custom 
of these people, harangued the assembly to the fol- 
lowing purpose : ' I am a true man : that is to say» 
I fear not death ; but I lament the fate of my wife 
and four infant children, whom I leave behind in • 
very tender age ; I lament, too, my father and my 
mother, whom I have long maintained by hunting ; 
them, however, I recommend to the French, since, on 
their account, I now fall a sacrifice.' " 

" Scarce had he finished this short and pathetic 
harangue, when the old father, struck with the filial 
affection of the son, arose, and thus addressed him- 
self to his audience : ' My son is doomed to death ; 
but he is young and vigorous, and more capable than 
me to support his mother, his wife, and four infant 
children ; it is necessary then that he remain upon 
earth, to protect and provide for them : as for me, 
who draw towards the end of my career, I have lived 
long enough ; may my son attain to my age, that he 
may bring up his tender infants ! I am no longer 
good for any thing ; a few years, more or less, are to 



HEROISM. 119 

me of small moment : I have lived as a man ; I 
will die as • man. I therefore take the place of my 



son. 



** At these words, which expressed his paternal 
love and greatness of soul in the most touching 
manner, his wife, his son, his daughter-in-law, and 
the little infants, melted into tears around this brave, 
this generous old man ; he embraced them for the 
last time, exhorted them to be ever faithful to the 
French, and to die rather than betray them by any 
mean treachery unworthy of his blood. ' My death,' 
concluded he, ' I consider as necessary for the safety 
of my nation, and I glory in the saciifice/ Having 
thus delivered himself, he presented his head to the 
kinsmen of the deceased Chactaw : they accepted it ; 
be then extended himself over the trunk of a tree, 
when, with a hatchet, they severed his head from his 
body. 

" By this sacrifice all animosities were forgotten ; 
but one part of the ceremony remained still to be 
performed. The young Indian was obhged to deliver 
to the Chactaws the head of his father : in taking it 
up, be addressed to it these few words : < Pardon me 
your death, and remember me in the world of spirits.' 
The French who assisted at this tragedy could not 
restrain their tears, whilst they admired the heroic 
consuncy of this venerable old man, whose resolution 
bore a resemblance to that of the celebrated Roman 
orator, who, in the time of the triumvirate, was con* 
cealed by his son. The young man was most cruelly 
tortured, in order to force him to discover his father, 
who, not being able to endure the idea, that a son so 
virtuous and so generous should thus suffer on his 
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account, went and presented himself to the murderers, 
and begged them to kill him, and save his son ; the 
son conjured them to take hia life, and spare the ag« 
of hia father ; but the soldiera, more bari)arous than 
aaTagea, butchered them both on the tpoL"' 



EXTRAORDINARY PRESERVATION. 

On Sunday, the 13th of February, 1819, n Mr. 
Budlong, his wife, child, sister, and brother-in-law, 
were returning in a sleigh, on the ice, from a visit to • 
friend living near the Chippewa Bay, on the St. 
Lawrence river. They had experienced some difficult 
in getting on to the ice from the shore ; and Mr. B. 
having wetted his feet, seated himself in thealeighlbr 
the purpose of taking off his stockings, giving up the 
reins to his brother, who, frominattention,orignor«nM 
of the road, drove on to a place on the ice where there 
had recently been an air-hole, and which was not yet 
frozen sufficiently strong to bear ; the ice broke nnder 
them, and the sleigh upset and sunk, with the two 
women and child. Mr. B. sprung from the aleigh 
while sinking, exclaiming, ** We are all lost !" and 
fortunately reached the firm ice : the young man who 
was driving was unable to swim, but struggled un d\ ha 
was reached and drawn out of the water by Mr. B.« 
who retained his hold upon the solid ice. Thia wm no 
aooner accomplished, than Mr.B., throwing off hia coat 
and hat, declared that he would save the othera or 
perish in the attempt ; and accordingly plunged into 
the water, in aearch of those most dear to hhn. The 
first that he found was the child, which grasping, he 
rose to the aurface, and brought it ^ntfain reach of 
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his brother ; then drawing himself again on to the firm 
ice, he plunged again to the bottom, and, finding his 
wife, rose a second time, with her in his arms, but ap- 
parently lifeless, leaving her in the care of his brother, 
who was calling aloud for assistance from the shore. 
After taking breath for a moment, he, a tliird time, 
plunged into the water in search of his sister, whom, 
after groping on the bottom, he found ; but, in rising 
again to the surface, he struck his head against the ice. 
Sensible of the extreme peril of his situation, and that 
the current had carried him below the aperture, with a 
degree of presence of mind seldom equalled, straining 
every nerve, he redoubled his eiertions, and was so 
fortunate as to again reach the opening, bringing with 
him the insensible, and apparently lifeless, body of his 
sister : both were drawn from the water by the assist- 
ance of some persons who had arrived on the shore, 
alarmed by the cries of his brother, lliey were all 
carried to a neighbouring house, where the women and 
child were with some difficulty resuscitated. Upon 
measuring the depth of the water where the sleigh 
had broken through the ice, it was found to be four* 
teen feet. 



SINGULAR CAPTURE. 

English history does not record a more daring action 
than that of Edward Stanley, an English officer at the 
attack on one of the forts of Zutphen, in the Low Coun- 
tries, in the year 1586. Three hundred Spaniards de- 
fended this fort ; and, when Stanley approached it, one 
of them thrust a pike at him, to kill him ; he seized hold 
of it with both his hands, and held it with such forc«. 
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that the Spaniards, unable to wrest it from him, drew 
him up into the fort. He instantly drew his sword, and 
dbpersed all that were present. This so astonished the 
g^arrison, that it gaye Stanley's fottowers time tostonn 
the fort, and establish themselves in their conqnett. 

VICE ADMIRAL DE VIC. 

Dominique Vic, goTemor of Amiens and Calak« 
and Vice- Admiral of France, lost the calf of his right 
leg by a gun-shot wound, in the year 1586,«and though 
the part was well cured, yet he could not attempt to 
ride on horseback without experiencing the most ex- 
cruciaticg pain. In consequence of this, he retire^ 
from public life, and settled at Guienne. He had U^ed 
there about three yean, when he was informed of tha 
death of Henry the Thirds and the embarrasments ol 
Henry the Fourth, and the great need in which ha 
stood of all his good serrants. He directly hnd his 
wounded leg amputated, sold part of l|is estates, en- 
tered into the king's serrice once more, and rendered 
him the most signal serrice at the battle of Im. 

Two days after Henry the Fourth was assassinated, 
De Vic going through die Rue de la Femmerie, and 
seeing the spot on which this horrid murder was 
committed, fell senseless to the ground, and died 
npzt morning. 



CONSTANCE DE CEZELU. 

During the troubles of the League, in 1590, Berri 
de Saint Aunez, goremor of Leucate for Henry TV. 
left the garrison, to communicate a project to th^ Doc 
de Montmorenci, who commanded in Languedoc* 
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He was taken prisoner un the road, by the Leaguers* 
who immediately marched with the Spaniards towards 
Leacate. They pressed the governor to deliver ap 
the place. They threatened, at the same time, lo kiU 
him, if he did not persuade Constance de Cezelli, his 
wife, who had put herself at the head of the garrison, 
to open the gates. He was immoveable. Constance, 
informed of the danser of her husband, replied, " that 
if the Leaguers would do an act of injustice, she could 
not restrain them, but that she would never purchase 
the life of her husband, by giving up a fortress for 
tiie preservation of which she would glory to die." 
The besiegers made several other attempts to persuade 
her, which were ineffectual. Irritated at this coura- 
geous resistance, which a generous enemy would hive 
admired, they put in execution their cruel threat, and 
then raised the siege. The garrison wished to retaliate 
on the Seigneur de Lonpaiu, who was of the party of 
^e League, and who had been made prisoner ; but 
our heroine opposed it. Henry I V. who knew how to 
recompense great actions, sent her the brevet as go« 
vemor of Leucate, with the reversion of it to her son. 



MAYOR OF ROCHELLE. 

When Rochelle viras besieged by the royalist armies 
in 1627, the inhabitants elected for their Mayor, Cap- 
tain, and Governor, Jean Guiton. This brave man at 
first modestly refused the office ; but being pressed by 
all his fellow townsmen, he took up a poignard and 
said, '* I shall be mayor, since you wish it, but on the 
condition that T may be permitted to strike this 'poig- 
nard to the heart of the first who speaks of surrendar- 

M 3 
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iDg. I consent that you shall do the same to me, if 1 
mention capitulating ; and 1 demand that this poig^ard 
lie always ready on the table, when we assemble in 
the Town House." Cardinal de Richelieu, who con- 
ducted the operations of the siege, had raised • molm 
before the gate of the city, which shut up the entnmc* 
and prevented the provisions from reaching it. Some 
one saying to Guiton, that many of the people had 
perished of hunger, and that death would soon sweep 
away all the inhabitants, " Well," said he, coolly, *'it 
will be sufficient if one remains to shut the gates.' 



f> 



SIEGE OF TREMBEWLA. 

When the Turks, masters of Sbarras, besieged Trem^ 
bewla, in 1675, the nobles of the neighbourhood who 
had taken refuge in this fortress, seeing the presstDg 
danger, and despairing of succour, proposed to the 
garrison to surrender the place. The wife of the 
governor, who, without being perceived, had heard the 
-resolution that they were about to take, went imme- 
diately on the breach to inform her husband of what 
had passed. Chrasonowski flew instantly to this 
council of cowards. " It is doubtful," said he, "if 
the enemy can take us ; but it is certain that if you 
^persist in your pitiful resolution, I will bum you slire 
in this very hdl ; the soldiers are at the doors— ^e 
match is lighted to execute my orders." This firm- 
ness had its effects on the most discouraged, and the 
defence of the place was continued. I'he Turks on 
■their side redoubled their efforts. Repulsed four times 
in siiccession, they prepared to redeem their defeat 
by a more vigorous attack. Chrasonowski appesred 
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alarmed. His wife, who regarded this inquietude at 
a weakness, instantly seized on two poignards, one 
of which she presented to her husband. " If thott* 
surrender thyself/' said she to him boldly, " the one 
shall be against thee, and the other against myself.'* 
A moment after, the Polish army arrived, and obliged 
the Turks to raise the siege. 



AGED INDIAN. 

The French, in the year 1€96, attacked the Iroquois 
Indiansin Canada, whom they surprised and dispersed. 
An illustrious warrior of that nation, who was more 
than a hundred years old^ disdaining to fly, or unable 
to do it, was taken prisoner, and abandoned to the 
savages attached to the French force, who, following 
their barbarous customs, made him suffer the most 
horrible torments. The old man never suffered a sigh 
to escape him, but boldly reproached his countrymen 
with rendering themselves slittes to the Europeans, of 
whom he spoke w ith great contempt, lliese invectives 
aggravated one of the spectators, who gave him thre^ 
or four blows with his sword, to finish him. '* Thou 
art wrong," said the prisoner, coolly, " to shorten my 
life ; thou wouldst have had more time to learn ho# 
to die like a man." 



EMPEROR SIGISMUND. 

Some noblemen of Hungary entered the chamber of 
Sigismund, Emperor of Germany, with an intention 
of assassinating him, or at least of taking him prisoner. 
The emperor advancing towards them with a look of 

m3 



126 PERCY ANECDOTES. 

great dignity and intrepidity, exclaimed, " Is any one 
amongst you bold enough to attempt to lay his hands 
upon me 1 What have I done to deserve death 1 If 
you want to kill me, let any one of yoa approach me* 
and I will defend myself." 



SURPRISE GALLANTLY MET. 

General Viscenti, who served in the aimy of the 
Imperialists in 1702, being detached with three regi- 
ments of horse to observe the enemy, encountered 
the Duke de Vendome, who, with twenty squadrons of 
horse and twenty -four companies of grenadiers, had 
undertaken to surprise him in person. The Impe- 
rialists were in so little expectation of an attack, diat 
the greatest part of their horses were at grass. No 
sooner, however, did they discover the enemy, than 
they collected them together, and in a short time were 
mounted. Vendome, advancing with his cavalry, took 
possession of a stone bridge on the Crostolo, to cut off 
the retreat of the Imperialists, but so far were the 
latter from demanding quarter, that their officers cried 
out, *' This, my boys, is the time to do your emperor 
service, and supportthe glory of Prince Eugene." It 
is impossible to describe the effect of this short speech 
upon the soldiers. General Visconti, with his three 
regiments, thrice defeated tlie twenty squadrons of the 
enemy, and on one of them dismounting, he dislodged 
them from the bridge, and took possession of it. ^lie 
French grenadiers now arrived, and made such a ter- 
rible fire on the Imperialists, that they were obliged to 
give way. They retired to a building on the side of 
the road, where they rallied and renewed the combat 
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with double fury. Their retreat being cut off, they 
were at last obliged to yield a dear- earned victory to 
the enemy. Viscontl had three horses killed under 
liim, and his men defended themselves with the most 
determined bravery. The Prince of Commerci, who 
was sick in bed at Guastalla, having heard of the en- 
gagement, hastened to it with such ardour, that he 
put his boots on without stockings ; but neither he 
nor the King of Spain, who was no less eager to be 
present, arrived till the action was over, 

MARSHAL VILLARS. 

Louis XIV. observed of Marshal Villars, that where - 
ever danger was he was sure to be present. Being 
pressed to wear a cuirass, during an action which was 
likely to prove very sanguinary, he refused, and ex- 
claimed in the presence of the regiment, " I do not 
consider my existence to be more valuable than that 
of any of these brave men now standing before me." 
On another occasion, being exhorted to take care of 
a life so precious, he replied, " that a general ought 
to expose his own life, as much as he exposed the 
lives of others." 

The marshal's confessor having told him on his 
death-bed, that the Duke of Berwick had perished 
by a cannon ball while visiting the trenches, he im- 
mediately exclaimed, " I always deemed him more 
fortunate than myself,'* and then immediately expired* 
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RUSSIAN DISCIPLINE. 

In September, 1777, there happened at St. Petere* 
burgh a sudden inundation, of a very considerable ex- 
tent. The empress semng from H^ balcony that the 
water came wiUiin reach of the centinel plaoed be- 
fore the palace, criled out to hini'to fSk^HnOma 
doors, which the soldier refused to db^ Tlfo impress- 
asked him if be knew her ; tife msBrrei^fed intiie if- 
firmative, and that though he loiew Kepmijeaty, no 
one but his corporal could relieve hagsi The waters 
increased, and reached the sentinel's knees*. The 
empress sent soToral messsges to himk bat ail to nc 
purpose. It now became requisite to call thi corporal, 
who wis found asleep in the guard-house, and he wis 
almost obliged to swim to reliere the honest prirate, 
who by that time had only his head and shooldeni 
aboye water, and would composedly have sofietod 
himself to be dro^^ed, notwithstanding the fomud 
aud repeated orders of his sorereign* 

FIRST GRENADIER OF THE FRENCH 

ARMY. 

Captain La Tour d'AuTM|p[ie hiade the canlpoigA 
of SaToy in 1792, at the head of the grenadien of ^ 
regiment of Augoumois ; in the Afmy of the Western 
Pyrenees, he commanded all the grenadier coitipaniea 
who formed the advanced guard of the army ; and 
this column, sumamed the Infernal, had almost always 
achieved the victory ere the body of the army arrived 
un the field of batUe. 
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Tlie Directory, as a reward for d'Auvergne's signal 
services, sent him the appointment of colonel of a 
regiment ; but this promotion he declined, rather than 
separate himself from his brave grenadiers, with whom 
he renewed a solemn compact to serve and die to- 
gether. 

When Bonaparte became first consul, he conferred 
upon the man whom no promotion could reward, the 
honorary title of " First Grenadier of the French 
Army." All France confirmed the flattering distinc- 
tion ; and d' Auvergne himself was not insensible to 
the noble pride which it was so well fitted to inspire. 
After the cessation of hostilities, d* A uvergne retired 
to Passy. When the trumpet again sounded to arms, 
he generously quitted his retreat, to supply the place 
of a young conscript, the son of an intimate friend, 
M. Lebrigant, and entered as a private grenadier into 
those ranks where he had so many yearn figured as 
one of the most illustrioas of captains. 

On the 21st of June, 1800, d'Auvergne joined the 
army of the Danube. He was placed at the head of 
the grenadiers of the 46th demi-brigade, and fought 
with them at the affair of Oberhausen. Perceiving a 
hulan who carried a standard, he rushed forward to 
snatch it from him, but was at that instant attacked 
by another of the enemy, who, coming upon him at a 
disadyantage, pierced him through the heart. 

Thus fell, amidst the battle strife, the pride of the 
French grenadiers. For three days the drums of all 
the grenadier companies were covered with crape. 
The 46th demi-brigade still carry tlie heart of the hero, 
enclosed in a small leaden case, suspended to their 
colours; and at every appeal to Uie company of 
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grenadiers, his m ^ tm ux j m rec«fied to theai by 
words ; ^ Im Ttmr JTAmaesgm £td €m At JUd -f 




BATTLE OF CAMFERDOVTK* 

Dr. DncsB, Ae ckipl 

^e Mkmimg lecdota of Covcjp m 

boCk bis less o« board Ae 

iag-obip at the batde of 

Bot,** s^s tbo doctor, " to 

cvnaci&cd to die aanoir 

oCce; in the d^ of blaod I 

idteraatelj acting as a aaSor, chaplain, 

awitfant, when the battle ■dghtbotidty arid to blead 

in every rein. 1 was now caUrd ta ■iniafw to Hm 

xtcowefMt, now to the i i i t coT er ahie. A auriBo* of 

the name of Corey, was brough t down to the smgary^ 

depriredoC both his legs; a»iitwasn cccsBar y»no— 

honx* after, to ampntate still higher. ' 1 sappoae»' aaya 

Corey, ' those scissars will finish the bosiness of Am 

bollet, Master Mate V * Indeed, my brare fellow.' cried 

the surgeon, * there is some fear of it.' ' Well, Bover 

mind,' said Corey, * IVe lost my legs, to be sore, and 

mayhap may lose my Ufe ; bat we best the Dntdiy 

my boy, we hare best the Datch ; this bteaaed day 

my legs hare been shot off, so 111 hare another cheer 

for it— hnzza ! hnzzs V " Corey recovered, and was 

cook of one of the ships in ordLiary at PortsmonUi, 

where he died in 1805. 
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GENERAL DUMOURIER. 

Dumourier, when a young man, served in the French 
army, under the command of Marquess de Castries, 
and was taken prisoner the evening before the battle 
of Closter Camp, about the year 1760. Being assailed 
by a score of the enemy's hussars, he defended him- 
self with great bravery, and, at the same time, called 
on some of the French troopers, who had just fled, to 
come to his assistance. He disabled two of the hus- 
sars from continuing the combat ; but his horse fell 
down dead under him ; and, to increase his misfortune, 
his left stirrup, which happened to be formed of un- 
tempered iron, was bent close to his foot by the 
weight of his charger. He disengaged his leg, but 
his foot was still fast ; notwithstanding this, he sus- 
tained a combat for ive minutes against his furious 

antagonists, until Baron de Behr came up, to whom 
be surrendered himself a prisoner* 

PRINCE OF TALMONT, 

The Prince of Tafanont (of the house of Tre- 
mouille) being driven, after the general rout and dis- 
persion of the Vend^an forces, to wander about in the 
disguise of a peasant in the environs of Laval and 
Fougere, was at length taken up on suspicion, and 
conducted before General Beaufort. Disdaining for- 
ther concealment, as soon as he was asked who he was, 
he threw off his peasant's bonnet, and undauntedly 
answered, ** I am the Prince of Talmont ; sixty-eight 
combats with the republicans have given me no reason 
to fear them." An officer inquired what motive had 
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induced him to embrace the cause of the king t **I 
am a prince," he indignantly replied, " the Lord of 
Laval and of Vitre ; it was my duty to serve my 
king ; and I will show by my death that I was worthy 
of defending the throne." As he spoke he acted ; 
for never was a oiuse honoured by a martyrdom more 
heroic than that of the Prince of Talmont. 



FRENCH PILOT. 

In the year 179S, a vessel was shipwrecked in sight 
of the French port of Saint Nazaire, in the department 
of La Loire Inferieure.- It had struck on some con- 
cealed rocks, at the distance of about a league and a 
half; a dreadful tempest raged at the time ; and the 
crew and passengers, amounting in all to forty-one 
persons, saw no other prospect than that of perishing 
in the waves. A pilot of Nazaire, of the name of 
Matthew Christiem, who had already thrice distin> 
guished himself on similar occasions, resolved once 
more to risk his life in the cause of humanity. Having 
prevailed on five other sailors to join him in the brave 
attempt, they left the shore together in a stout ahal- 
loop, and, after struggling for four hours against the 
winds and waves, they reached the wreck, and took 
on board thirty of the crew, being all that the boat 
could contain. Christiem, as he shoved off from the 
wreck, called out to those who were necessarily left 
behind, " Have courage till the morning, when vou 
will see me again !" 

Christiem landed his precious cargo in safety, and 
immediately prepared for a second trip. By day- 
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break he was again by the side of the wreck, and 
before the people of the yiUage were awake had 
landed the remainder of the unfortunate crew. Nor 
did the intrepidity of this brave man stop here. The 
captain of the shipwrecked vessel being heard to la- 
ment the loss of a casket which contained eighteen 
thousand iranks, Christiem ascertained whereabouts it 
was deposited, and set off a third time for the wreck. 
After incredible exertions, he got possession of the 
casket, and, returning to the shore, delivered it into 
the hands of its owner ; of the extent of whose grati- 
tude we are sorry to find no record. 



A SON'S DISGRACE NOBLY REPAIRED. 

Jolibois, a veteran, having leaqnt that his aon had 
deserted the first battalion of Paris, felt so indignant 
at this disgrace to his name, that he instantly resolved 
to go and supply the recreant's place. He joined the 
army just before the battle of Jemappe,in which he 
fought with great gallantry, exclaiming, at every shot 
he fired, " O my son ! why should the painful remem- 
brance of thy fault embitter moments so glorious '" 



GENERAL CAMBRONNE. 

In an engagement during the late war, a body of 
troops commanded by the French General Cambronne, 
after a brave, but ineffectual, resistance, were routed, 
and himself, with a few men, left to oppose the efforts 
of a multitude. The allies, justly respecting the cou- 
rage of this officer, called on him to surrender, and 
thus preserve a life which could not be sacrificed with 



134 PKUCY ANECDOTES. 

advantage to tbe cause he defended. Notwithstand- 
ing the hopeless situation of this brave oflELcer, he had 
been too long accustomed to Turtory to sorrMider 
tamely, even when further resistance was nseloas. 
Pointing with «ne hand to his dying comrades, and 
with the other placing his sword before him, ke ex- 
claimed : " La garde fneurt, mais eUe ne m ren^ pa» /" 
" The guards know how to die, but they cannot sur- 
render." The reply of the general was appreciated 
as it deserved, and he was saved by his generous foes 
almost in spite of himself. 

THREE-FINGERED JACK. 

The famous negro robber, Tkree-fingtred Jade, was 
the terror of Jamaica in the years 1780 and 1781. 
He was an obi*man, and by his professed incantations 
was the dread of the negroes ; they were even many 
white people who believed he was possessed of some 
supernatural power. He had neither accomplices nor 
associates ; he robbed alone ; fought all his battles 
alone, and always either killed his pursuers, or retreat- 
ed into difficult fastnesses where none dared to folkyw 
him. It was thus that he terrified the inhabitants, and 
set the civil power and the neighbouring nulitia at 
defiance for two years. 

At length, allured by the rewards offered by Gover- 
nor Dalling, in a proclamation, dated the ISth of De- 
cember, 1789, and by a resolution which followed it 
of the house of assembly, two negroes, Qnasher and 
Sam, both of Scot*s Hall, Maroon town, with a par^ 
of their townsmen, went in search of him. 

Quasher, before he set out on the expedition, got 
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himself christened, and changed his name to Jamea 
Reeder. The expedition commenced, and the whole 
party crept about the woods for three weeks, bat in 
▼ain. Keeder and Sam, tired with this mode of war- 
fare, resolved on proceeding in search of Jack's retreat, 
and taking him by storming it, or perishing in the at- 
tempt. They took with them a little boy of spirit,, 
who was a good shot, and then left the rest of the 
party, lliese three had not been long separated, be- 
fore their conning eyes discovered, by impressions 
among the weeds and bushes, that some person must 
have lately been that way. They softly followed 
these impressions, making not the least noise, and soon 
discovered smoke ascending. 

They prepared for war, and came upon Jack before 
he perceived them. He was roasting plantains by a 
little fire on the ground, at the mouth of a cave. 
This was a scene in which it was not for ordinary ac- 
tors to play. Jack's looks were fierce and terrific. 
He told them he would kill them. Keeder, instead of 
shooting Jack, replied that his obi had no power to 
hurt him, for he was christened, and that his name 
was no longer Quasher. Jack knew Reeder, and, as 
if paralysed, let his two guns remain on the ground, 
and took up only his cutlass. Jack and Reeder had a 
desperate engagement some years before in the woods, 
in which conflict Jacklost two fingers, which was the 
origin of bis name ; but Jack then beat Reeder, and 
alm^K^t killed him, with seyeral others who assisted 
him. 

Jack would easfly have killed both Sasa and Reeder, 
who were at first afraid of him, but he had prophesied 
that white ebi would get the better of him -, and from 
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experience he knew the charm would lose none of its 
strength in the hands of Reeder. Without further 
parley, Jack, with the cutlass in his hand, threw him- 
self down a precipice at the back of the ca^e. 
Keeder's gun missed fire, but Sam shot him in the 
shoulder. Reeder, like an English boll-dog, never 
looked, but, with his cutlass in his hand, plunged down 
headlong after Jack. The descent was about thirty 
yards, and almost perpendicular. Both of them had 
preserved their cutlasses. Here was the sti^ on 
which two of the stoutest hearts began their Moody 
stru^le. The little boy, who was ordered to keep beck 
out of harm's way, now reached the top of the preci- 
pice, and, during the fight, shot Jack in the beUy. 

Sam was crafty, and coolly took a circuitous way 
to get to the field of action ; but when he arrived at 
the spot where it had commenced. Jack and Reeder 
had closed and tumbled together down another preci- 
pice on the side of the mountain, in which fall they 
both lost their weapons. Sam descended after thcan, 
but he also lost his cutlass among the trees and boshes. 
When he came up to them, he found that, though 
without weapons, they were not idle. Luckily for 
Boeder, Jack*s wounds were deep and desperate, 
and Sam came up just in time to save him, for Jack 
had caught him by the throat with a giant's grasps 
Reeder was then with his right hand almost cut off, 
and Jack streaming with blood from his wounds ; both 
were covered with gore and gashes. In this state, 
Sam was umpire, and decided the fate of the battle. 
He knocked Jack down with a piece of the rock. The 
little boy soon came up, and Tvith his cutlass they cut 
off Jack's head and three-fingered hand, which they 
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carried in triumph to Kingston, and received the 
promited reward. 

FIGHTING ENTHUSIASM. 

During one of the engagements in the late war ist 
Spain, a private soldier, named William Bisket, had 
his thigh perforated by a musket-ball.^ With hia 
musket in his hand he quitted the field, the blood 
flowing from hia wound as he passed to the rear. He 
had proceeded about two hundred yards, when, turn- 
ing round, he beheld hia companions supporting tfie 
conflict with undiminished ardour. At this-aight his 
bosom was fired anew ; he returned to the gory field, 
to assist his handful of friends against the numerous 
legions of their enemies. Being asked what motive 
induced him to rejoin his company 1 he replied, " To 
have another shot at the rascab, air, before I leare 
you." llie gallant soldier fired once, and was in the 
act of presenting his piece a second time, when another 
ball penetrated his arm above the elbow, ahattered the 
bone, and compelled the hero to retire from the field 
of honour, regretted by hia admiring countrymen. 

In another action in the Peninsula, a priTate in (me 
of the English companies, of the name of William 
Dougald, was hit on the thigh by three spent balls in 
the course of five minutes, and although all of them 
were severeintheirkind, the poor fellow never quitted 
the field. A few days afterwards, another engagement 
with the French seemed inevitable, and Dougald being 
so lame as to be scarcely able to walk, he was desired 

n3 
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to go to the rear. ** No/' Mid he, '* I will nrther die 
than leave my comrades." With the atmost p«in 
and exertions he kept up with the company ; be 
reached the army ; fought bravely ; and in fifteen 
minatea was stretched lifele» on the groond by die 
of one of their riienen. 



RISING FROM THE RANKS. 

A private soldier in the InqperiaKst annyy dnring 
its campaigns under Prince Eugene, raiaed hnaaelf to 
rank in the service by his hemic cTploits. 
The first occasion on which he signaUxedlmnaelf waa 
in the command of a party commissioned to aeise a 
French bark with a large booty. He had accompHahed 
his object, when, henring that a psrty of the enemy 
were oat to cat off his retreat, he hid the booty, and 
then engaged the enemy, most of whom he made 
prisoners. Upon this he receired a lieatenant*s 
commission. 

Soon afterwards he undertook to enter die enemy's 
camp, whence he brought off thirteen officers out of 
one tent, who were diverting themselves at haxard in 
the dead of the night. Being pursued by a par^ 
of dragoons, he was obliged to leave his prisoners 
behind him ; he kept his booty. For this exploit, he 
was advanced to be a captain«lieutenant. 

In the year 1712. he entered the fort of St. Knoqna 
disguised as a hair merchant, and discovering its 
weakness, he solicited and obtained the command of 
a detachment of one hundred and eighty men, with 
which he returned and took it, although garrisoned by 
four regiments, three French and one Swiss. No 
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sooner had he got posseseioa, and reoeiTed some pro- 
Tisions, and a reuibrceinent of for^ men, than he 
was attacked by a French force of a thousand men 
and seToral pieces of cannon. On his refusal to sor- 
render, the French <^&cer offered to bribe him with 
10»000 rix-doUars, a pension of 500 florins a-year, 
besides a regiment of dragoons, provided he would de- 
liver op the fort ; but De Rue's integrity was equal 
to his courage, and he nobly refused. 

The states general were so much pleased with his 
conduct on this occasion, that they appointed him 
commander of the fort, with the rank of lieutenant- 
colonel, and a pension of 1200 florins a-year. 



SIR JOHN PURCELL. 

In the year 1811, the house of Sir John Purcell, 
of Highfort, in Ireland, was attacked by a de^terate 
gang of robbers, who forced the windows of the parlour 
adjoining to the room in which he had just retired to 
rest. They appeared to him to be about fourteen in 
number. He immediately got out of bed, and his 
first determination being to make resistance, it was 
with no small mortification that he reflected upon the 
unarmed condition in which he was plsced, being des- 
titute of a single weapon of the ordinary sort. It 
happily occurred to him, that having supped in the bed- 
chamber on that night, a knife had been left behind by 
accident, and he instantly proceeded to fl^rope in the 
dark for this weapon, which fortunately he found, 
before the door» kading from the parlour into the 
bed-chamber, had been broke open. While he stood 



140 PERCY ANECDOTES. 

in calm but resolute expectation that the progress of 
the robbers would soon lead them to his bed-chamber. 
he heard the furniture which had been placed agnnst 
a nailed-up door expeditiously displaced, sad imme- 
diately afterwards the door was bmst open. The 
moon shone with great brightness, and when tfaift dote 
was thrown open, Uie light, streaming in tiurottgfa three 
large windows in the parhmr, afforded Sir John aview 
that might haye made an intrepid spirit not a Htde 
apprehensive. His bed-room was darkened to ekcen, 
in consequence of the shutters of the windows, as weO 
as the curtains, being closed ; Sndthus, while he stood 
enveloped in daikness, he saw standing before him, 
by the brightness of the moon-light, a body of men, 
aU armed ; and of those who were in the van of the 
gang, he observed that a few were blackened. Armed 
only with this case-knife, and aided only by a daunt- 
less heart, he took his station by the side of the door» 
and, in a moment after, one of the viUains entered ftata. 
the parlour into the dark room. Instantly upon td- 
vandng. Sir John plunged the knife into the robbei's 
body, who, upon receiving this thrust, reeled back into 
the parlour, crying Out blasphemously that he was 
killed; shortly after, another advanced, who tvts 
received in a similar manner, and stag gered hack 
into the parlour, crying out that he was wounded. 
A voice from the outside gave orders to ire into the 
dsrk room, upon which a man stept ibrward with a 
short gun in his hand. As this fellow stood in tlie 
act to fire. Sir John had the amazing coolness to look 
at his intended murderer, and, without betraying my 
audible emotion whatever, that might point oat th* 
exact spot where he was standing, he calm)^ calcaUted 
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his own safety from the shot which was preparing for 
him. He saw that the contents of the piece were 
likely to pass close to his breast, without menacing him 
with at least any serious wound ; and in this state 
of firm and manly expectation he stood, without 
flinching, until the piece was fired, and its contents 
harmlessly lodged in the wall. 

As soon as the robber fired. Sir John made a pass 
at him with his knife, and wounded him in the arm, 
which he repeated again in a moment, with similar 
effect ; and, as the others had done, the villain, upon 
being wounded, retired, exclaiming that he was 
wounded. The robbers immediately rushed forward 
from the parlour into the dark room, and then it was 
that Sir John's mind recognised the deepest sense 
of danger, not to be oppressed by it, however, but to 
surmount it. He thought all chance of preserving his 
own life wasover, and be resolved to sell that life still 
dearer to his intended murderers, than even what they 
had already paid for the attempt to deprive him of it. 
He did not lose a moment after the villains had en- 
tered the room, to act with the determination he had 
adopted ; he struck at the fourth fellow with his knife, 
and wounded him, and at the same instant he received 
a blow on the head, and found himself grappled with. 
He shortened his hold of the knife, and stabbed at 
the fellow with whom he found himself engaged. The 
floor being slippery. Sir John and his ad versary both fell, 
and while they were on the ground. Sir John thinking 
that his thrusts with the knife, though made witli all his 
force, did not seem to produce the decisive effects 
which they had in the beginning of the conflict, he ex- 
amined the point of his weapon with his finger, and 
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found that the blade of it had been bent near the point. 
As he lay straggling on the ground, he endetTOured, 
bat nnfuccesafully, to straighten the conratore in the 
knife; but while one hand Mr as employedin this attempt, 
he perceived that thegraspof his adversary waaloabif 
its constraint and preasore, and in a mo m e n t or two 
after he found himself wholly released from it ; iSbtb 
limbs of the robber were, in fact, unnerved by death. 
Sir John found that this fellow had a swordin his hand, 
and this he immediately seised, and gave him several 
blows with it. At length, the robbers, finding so many 
of their party had been killed or wounded, employed 
themselves in removing the bodies, and Sir Jolm took 
this opportunity of retiring into a place a little apert 
from the house, where he remained for a short time. 
I'hey dragged their companions into the parlour, and 
having placed chairs with the badu upwards, by 
means of those they lifted the bodies out ef the 
windows, and afterwards took them away. When the 
robbers retired. Sir John returned to tlM hooae, and 
called up a man servant frcmi his bed, who, daring this 
long and bloody conflict, had not appeared, and 
consequently received from his master warm and lond 
upbraidiogs for his cowardice* Sir John then pliced 
his daughter-in-law and grand child, who were hisonly 
inmates, in places of safety, and took such precen- 
tions 88 circumstances pointed out till the dayli|^t 
appeared. It appeared in evidence on the trial of 
one of the robbers, that they were nine in nomber, 
all of whom were armed, and that two oi them were 
killed, and three severely wounded, in the ctmflict. 
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SIEGE OF ISMAILOW. 

The city of Itmailow, ntaate on the Dtnobe, 
t town of great strengin, and garrisoned with thirteen 
thousand men, the flower of the Turkish army, when 
Sawaroff determined to finish the military operations 
of the year 1790, by attacking this celebrated for* 
tress. 

Sawaroff had an army of thirty thousand regular 
troops, and a number of vessels Uiat blockaded the 
town, on the side of the Danube. By means of 
these vessels the Turkish ships were destroyed ; the 
batteries erected along the river were assaulted and 
carried, after a bloody dispute; and a lodgment 
made opposite to the lower parts d the town, which 
were of less difficult access than the others. 

Encouraged by this success, the Russians pre- 
pared to give a general assault. To this intent they 
were divided into as many bodies as there appeared 
places practicable for an attack. In this manner 
they asMiled the town with all the fury of men who 
knew this was their last effort^ and that if they now 
miscarried, they must give up all further hope of 
succeeding. The Turks, on the other hand, animated 
by the successful resistance which they hitherto had 
made, received them with an intrepidity that had 
never been surpassed in the course of thia destructive 
war. Eight times were the Russians repulsed from 
every quarter they had assailed, with a slaughter that 
seemed to have diminished their strength so con- 
siderably, as to put it out of their power to continue 
the attack. Two of their generals lay dead, and 
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five oihers were dangerously wounded and unable to 
act. In this extremity. General Suwaroff took the 
desperate resolution of conquering, or of not sur- 
▼iTing his defeat. To supply the loss of the alain, 
the horsemen were ordered to dismount and join the 
infantry. Placing himself at their head, he advanced 
to the charge with a standard in his hand. The 
attack was now renewed with additional resolntioiii ; 
hut still the Turks met them with unshaken firmness, 
and the carnage on both sides was truly terrible. 
The slaughter was the more inevitable, as an in- 
cessant and most tremendous fire proceeded from the 
batteries of the besiegers and of the besieged, who, 
by the eagerness with which they fought, were equaUy 
exposed. 

This dreadful assault lasted eight hours. It began 
at five in the morning, and it was one at noon when, 
by dint of perseverance and of numbers, the RussianB 
made an effectual impression on the besieged, and 
began to force their way into the town. The Turks, 
though conquered, seemed determined, however, not 
to yield ; they continued to fight with an obstinacy 
inspired by indignation and despair, llie computm- 
tion of those who perished by the swixrds of the 
Russians, amounted to about twen^-four thousand, 
including the Turkish inhabitants, who fell in this 
destructive siege ; and of the victors little less, it was 
believed, than half this number was killed. 
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COOLNESS. 

At the battle of Minden, a corps of French gre* 
nadiers, commanded by M. de N. Perer, were ex- 
posed to a battery that carried off whole files at 
once. N. Perer wishing them not to fall back, rode 
slowly in front of the line with his snuff-box in his 
hand, and said, ** Well, my boys, what's the matter 1 
£h, cannon ? Well, it kills you, it kills you, that's all, 
my boys ; march on, and never mind it.' 



» 



In the attack on Martinico, in 1761, Admiral 
Rodney superintended the landing of the artillery ; 
and sent on shore a large body of seamen, who car- 
ried the cannon upwards of three miles, through what 
might seem almost insurmountable difficulties, and 
drew the heaviest guns and mortars up the mountains, 
exposed to a heavy fire from the enemy. With such 
singular coolness and intrepidity was this duty per- 
formed, that on the first cannon which ascended the 
heights, a sailor was seen sitting, singingthe national 
air of ** God save the King.' 



t* 



At the battle of Marengo, Lieutenant Conrad, of 
the ^d regiment of horse artillery, had his leg car- 
ried off by a cannon-ball. He consoled himself 
while lying on the ground, with observing the range of 
his battery. The soldiers wished to remove him, but 
he refused their assistance. " Keep to your guns,*' 
said he, ** and take care to point lower." 
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TAKING OBSERVATIONS. 

Frederick the Great being once posted in the New 
Marck, opposite to the immense Russian army, and 
only separated from it by the narrow bed of t nvet, 
went out to reconnoitre the enemy, accompanied by 
the adjutant, one of his pages, and a groom. Having 
laid his glass upon the shoulder of the pi^e, he 
began to observe the Russians, who, as soon as they 
perceived him, kept up a smart fire upon the place 
where he stood. The balls struck into the ground 
on all sides of him, and covered his coat and his hat 
with the earth which they threw up. At last the 
adjutant thought it his duty to apprise the king of 
his danger, and pulling him gently by the coat, he 
begged his majesty would not remain in so dangeroua 
a spot ; at the same time pointing out to lam the 
effects of the enemy's fire upon his clothes, llie 
king did not answer him for some minutes ; but he ut 
last turned his head, and said with great composaxe* 
" If you are afraid, sir, you may go back ;" and 
then continued his observations. A fter seeing erexy 
thing he wished, he said to the page, " Now I have 
done, you moy pack up again." He then mounted 
his horse, rode gently towards the camp, and om* 
versed with the adjutant upon different stibjecta* 

During the bombardment of Cadiz by the French 
in the last war, a man was placed in the steeple of 
the church of San Francisco, to announce the danger 
as soon as he saw the smoke issuing from the Na- 
poleon battery, where the mortars were placed ; which 
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he WM to do by tolling the bell. A shell, of whose 
approach he had one day given warning, struck the 
ateeple, and took away part of the wall of the small 
bel&y, where he was placed. Although the man 
knew that they never fired one mortar until they had 
prepared two, yet he was so little afifected by the 
danger of his situation, or by the dreadful engine of 
destruction that had passed so near him, that on 
perceiving, in less than the space of half a minute 
after, the fellow shell fire ofi^, he gave his accustomed 
wai-ning with the greatest coolness, by again tolling 
the bell, which had escaped uninjured. 

FAAHLY SACRIFICE. 

During the French revolution, a Madame Saint- 
maraule, with her daughter, and a youth, her son, 
not yet of ^e, were confined in prison and brought 
to trial. The mother and daughter behaved with 
resolution, and were sentenced to die ; but of the 
youth no other notice was taken, except that he was 
remanded back to pris<m. " What !*' exclaimed the 
boy, *' am I then to be separated from my mother 1 
It cannot be !" and immediately he cried out, '* Fins 
ie Boi !** In ccmsequence of this, he was instantly 
condemned to death, and, with his mother and hit 
sister, was led out to execution. 

CHILD SAVED. 

A small cluster of houses in the department of 
Mont Blanc were, on the night of the 27th and ftQth 
of January, 1806, consumed by fire. Surprised ia 
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their sleep, tlie people of the hamlet had scarcely 
time to escape from the flames ; and when collected 
together, it was discovered that a child of about 
seven years of age was missing. The roof which 
covered it was on the point of falling in ; its lost ap- 
peared inevitable ; terror and dismay were in every 
countenance. Moved by the cries of its parent!, 
Antoine Bappaz, a peasant, who had lost his all, and 
had nothing left but the shirt which covered him, 
stepped forward, and, regardless of a peril which 
appalled every one else, dashed into the midst of the 
flames. He reached the bed where the child had 
been hud ; but it was gone ! He sought it every 
where, and at last discovered the poor innocent lying 
in a comer, half dead through terror and suffocation. 
He snatched it up, and placing it on his shouldara, 
leaped a height of fifteen feet, to escape from ihe 
/lames. A moment later, and the heroic intrepidity 
of the generous Antoine would have been of no 
avail. He had scarce restored the child to the arms 
of its overjoyed parents, when the roof of the house 
fell in, with a crash which made the hearts of the 
beholders thrill at the idea of the destruction which 
had been so narrowly escaped. 

The government could not allow so noble an action 
to pass unrewarded. A handsome gratuity was pre- 
sented to Antoine by the Prefect of the Department { 
to which the Minister of the Interior added a medal, 
on which this peasant's heroism may pass recorded 
to his posterity. 
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BATTLE OP LEPANTO. 

After the redaction of Cyprus by the Turks, in the 
sixteenth century, they plundered the coasts of 
Dahnatia^ Istria, and Italy, with impunity, until 
their fleet was met by the confederates in the gulph 
of Lepanto,. near Corinth; and received a signal 
defeat. Ail the passions which can animate human 
nature were roused ; and all the instruments of war, 
of ancient and modem invention, were employed ; 
arrows, javelins, fire-balls, grappling irons, cannon, 
muskets, spears, and s\vords> The combatants 
fought hand to hand in most of the galleys grappled 
together, as on a field of battle. Hali, Uie Turkish 
admiral, surrounded by four hundred Janissaries ; and 
Don John of Austria, who commanded the Christian 
fleet, with an equal number of chosen men, main- 
tained a most desperate struggle for three hours. 
At last Hali was slain, his galley taken, and his 
head fixed on the stern, in place of the Turkish 
standard, while the banner of the cross, displayed 
from the mainmast, announced his defeat. The 
Turks gave way in every place. They lost thirty 
thousand men in the conflict, ten thousand were 
made prisoners, and nearly the whole of their galleys, 
which amounted to two hundred and thirty, were 
either taken or destroyed. 

THE MKN OF KENT. 

In the celebrated battle of Hastings, fought b«* 
tween Harold, and William Duke of Normandy, for 

o 3 
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no less a prize than that of England, the Kentish 
men formed a complete phalanx, and each attack 
that the Normans made on it waa unsuccessful. 
The duke charged in person with his choicest troops, 
but could make no impression. The English neTer 
exhibited nobler proofs of courage, nor ever main- 
tained a battle with greater obstinacy, Bor, perhaps, 
ever were charges more vigorously made, or more 
bravely repulsed. For five hours was the fight 
maintained, without an inch of ground being gaii^ 
by either party. 

The duke, finding he could not break the Esglisk 
phalanx, had recourse to stratagem. He ordered a 
retreat to be sounded, and began to marck off the 
ground with all the appearance of confusion ; when 
the English, believing the enemy rotuked, followed 
them in real disorder. The duke finding his stratagem 
succeed, immediately rallied, and attached the Eng- 
lish with the utmost impetuosity. 

Harold seeing the victory snatched out ^T his 
hands, and his army flying in disorder, assembled all 
the fugitives he could collect on an eminence, near 
the field of battle. Here he resolved to make a 
stand, and exhorting his troops to behave like heroes, 
and remember the fate of the kingdom depended on 
the victory, waited the attack of the enemy, who 
were advancing ; aLd gave them such a brave re- 
ception, that they were soon repulsed, with con- 
siderable loss. The Duke of Normandy, particolarly, 
exposed himself in the hottest part of the action, and 
had two horses killed under him. Not dismayed, he 
made another vigorous effort, in which, at last, the 
English king was slain, and his army entirely de- 
feated. 
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INTREPID BISHOP. 

A koQse in the town of Auch hsd taken firo ; the 
whole staircaae was in flames ; and in the highest 
itory there was a feeble old woman, cntoff apparently 
from eTory way of escape. The bishop of the place 
ofiered two thousand fra^ics to any person who would 
TMcue her firom destruction. No one presented him« 
self; the flames made rapid progress; the anfortonate 
rictim of years and infirmi^ was en the point of 
perishing. The bishop did not stop any longer to 
deliberate ; he wrapped a wet cloth around him ; 
Tushedinto the midst of the raging element ; reached 
the woman ; and brought her down in safety. 

SCHOOL-BOYS IN DANGER. 

In August, 1800, six young boys had gone to bathe 
in the small river of Briausole, in Upper Vienne, and 
selected a place where the water appeared of a proper 
depth ; they were ignorant that close by it there was 
a deep abyss. One of them, about twelve years of 
age, was the first who was surprised by the danger, 
and disappeared from the sight of his companions. 
Poulon Leysenne, aged thirteen, forgetting all con- 
sideration for his own safety, in an affectionate 
anxiety for that of his companion, dived after him ; 
Int he also appeared to have sunk, to rise no more ! 
A third boy, of the age of twelve, nothing dannted 
by m circumstance so appalling, quickly followed 
Leysenne's example, but with no happier success ; 
all tbe three were now under water. It may seem 
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incredible that a fourth could be found of so stout 
a heart, as to repeat au experiment which had already 
snatched so many of his companions from his sight ! 
Yet what will boyish enterprise and attachment not 
attempt? Antoine Leger, aged thirteen, unliesr- 
tatin^y plunged in after his three companions ! but, 
alas-! only to- share with them in their danger. 

Four of the youthful party were now engulphed in 
tb« abyss ; death had them struggling within its grasp. 
At this critical moment, a miller who lived hard by, 
attracted to the spot by the cries of the remaining 
boys, brought with him a long perch, with which he 
fortunately succeeded in drawing out alive three of 
the boys. Leysenne alone remained ; he who had 
first devoted himself in the gallant attempt at rescue. 
The miller found it imposfible to reach him with his 
perch. What was to be done 1 One of the two boys 
who had- taken no active part in the preceding scene, 
a mere child of no more- than ten years of age, plimged 
in to achieve what had baffled all the exertions of hia 
elder playmates. lie was at the bottom of the pool 
before his disappearance was remarked ; and in an 
instant after re-appeared with the objectof hia solici- 
tude, who, nearly exhausted, was not without difficolty 
restored to life ' 



GENERAL PAEZ. 

The late General Paez, who commanded the Vene- 
sulian cavalry, was the most enterprising of aU the 
officers who have fought under the republican bannen 
in South America. Paez was self-taught, and sprang 
up, all of a sudden, during the revolution, before which 
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he was hardly heard of. When it broke out, he was 
soon found at the head of a numerous bodj; his 
courage, intrepidity, and repeated successes, speedily 
gained him a reputation. The quickness of his move- 
ments, the rapidity with which he pursued the flying 
enemy, the personal conflicts in which he had been en- 
gaged, and the conquestshe had made both collectively 
and individually, rendered him the admiration of his 
adherents, and the dread of his enemies, into whom his 
very name struck terror, as they advanced to the plains 
and savannas to encounter him. General Paez was 
uncommonly active ', he would for amusement, as he 
did before some English officers, single out a wild bull 
from the herd of cattle, and ride him down, pass his 
lance through, and thus slay him ; or gallop up to the 
animal's rear, and grasping the tail firmly in his hand, 
twist it so suddenly and strongly as to throw the beast 
on his side, when if some of his followers did not come 
up, he would, by a cut of his sabre, hamstring and 
leave him. 

Bolivar being in company with Paez on the banks 
of the Orinoco, on a reconnoitring ejrcursion, and per- 
ceiving four of the enemy's gun-boats about half a 
mile distant, expressed a wish that the Independents 
were in possession of them, to enable them to make an 
attack by water on the other side. Paez declared he 
would soon accomplish his wish ; at which Bolivar 
laughed, and asked how he intended to come at them? 
The taunt piqued Paez, who immediately collected a 
party of his most tried adherents, and calling upon 
them to follow him, drew his sword, and placing it in 
his mouth, plunged into the stream. He succeeded in 
boarding aoid capturing the enemy's boats with very 
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little loss, and returned in triumph, to the no small 
astonishment of Bolivar and his troops. 



FEMALE RESOLUTION. 

The gasette of Augsburg, for January, 1820, gives 
a singular account of the heroism and presence of 
mind displayed by the daughter of a game-keeper, re- 
siding in a solitary house near Welheim. Her father 
and Uie rest of the family had gone to church, when 
there appeared at the door an old man apparently half 
dead with cold. Feeling for His situation, she fet him 
in, and went into the kitchen to prepare him some soup. 
Through a window which^ommanicated from tfie room 
she had left him in, with the kitchen, she perceived 
that he had dropped the beard he wore when he enter- 
ed ; tirat he now appeared a-robust man ; and that he 
was pacing the chamber with a poignard in his hand. 
Finding no mode of escape, she armed herself witH m 
chopper in one hand and the boiling soup in the other, 
and entering the room where He was, first threw the 
soup in his face, and then struck him a blow with the 
hatchet on his neck, which brought him to the ground 
senseless. At this- moment a fresh knock at the door 
occasioned her to look out of an upper window, when 
she saw a strange hunter who demanded admittance, 
and on her refusal threatened to break open the door ; 
she immediately got her father's gun, and as he was 
proceeding to put his threat in execution, she shot him 
through the right shoulder, on which he made his way 
back to the forest. Half an hour after, a third person 
came, and asked after an old man who must have passed 
that way. She said she knew nothing of Irnn ; and 
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after useless menac«s« if she did not open the door, 
he also proceeded to break it in, when she shot him 
dead on the spot. The excitements of her courage 
being now at an end, her spirits began to sink, and 
she fired shots and screamed from the windows, until 
some gens-d'armes were attracted to the house ; bat 
nothing would induce her to open the door until tha 
return of her father from church. 



UNEXPECTED REWARD. 

M. Labat, a merchant of Bajonne, ill in health, had 
retired in the beginning of the winter, 1803, to a coun- 
try house on the banks of the A dour. One morning* 
when promenading in his robe-de-chambre, on a ter- 
race elevated a Uttle above the river, he saw a travel- 
ler thrown by a furious horse, from the opposite bank, 
into the rnidist of the torrent. M. Labat was a good 
Bwinmier ; he did not stop a moment to reflect on the 
danger of the attempt, but, ill as he was, threw off 
his robe-de-chambre, leaped into the flood, and caog^t 
the drowning stranger at the moment when, having 
lost all sensation, he must have otherwise inevitably 
perished. " Oh, God !" exclaimed M. Labat, clasping 
him in his arms, and recognizing with a transport of 
joy the individual he had saved ; ** sacred humanitf 
what do I not owe thee 1 I have saved my son !*' 

NEW COLOURS. 

James II. when Duke of York, aenred eome thno 
imder Marshal Tttrenne, and was preaent at the liege 
of Etampes, in 1652. In his memoin, he gives the 
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following accouDt of a daring achievement of Tu- 
renne's ovm regiment, in regaining one of the out- 
works : " They went on/' he says, ** in the face of both 
•rmiea, all of which were either spectators of that 
action, or engaged in it ; and without any manner of 
diversion, or so much as one cannoo-shot to favoar 
them, they came ap to the attack. Notwithstanding 
the continual fire which was made at them, both from 
the work and the wall of the town, they marched 
on without firing one single shot; the captains 
themselves taking the colours in their hands, and 
marching with them at the head of their soldiers till 
they were advanced to tJtu^ work, which was crowded 
with men as thick as they could stand by one another ; 
and then at one instant poured in their shot and came 
up to push of pike with so much gallantry and reaor 
lution, that they beat out the enemy, and lodged 
themselves upon the work. All this they performed 
with the loss of only one captain of the regiment, 
and one or two more inferior officers,notmany of the 
private soldiers falling. It was universally confessed 
by all who were then present, that they never saw so 
daring an action. Marshal Turenne himself, and 
the most experienced officers of the army, were all of 
opinion, that it had been impossible for them to have 
done so much, if their colours had not been always 
in their view. And this action was partly the occaaioii 
that the regiments afterwards made them new colours, 
for both the old regiments and others had taken an ill 
kind of pride in having their colours tattered out 
and worn so bare, that Uiere was almost nothing to 
be seen but the ensign staff; the regiment of Turenne 
being the only one which had any visible colours 
not excepting the French guards themselves.' 
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LA ROCHEJACQUELEIN. 

In the commencement of the Vend^n war, the 
royaUsts took Saomnr. M. de la Rochejacquelein at- 
tacked the republican camp, and turned it ; the ditch 
was crossed, a wall beyond it thrown down, and 
the post carried. M . de la Rochejacquelein, throwing 
his hat into the entrenchment, called out, " Who will 
go and fetch it?'* and darting forward the first him- 
self, he was quickly followed by a great number of 
brave peasants. 

This gallant youth, who commanded the Vend6en 
army, and was always at the post of honour and of 
danger, fell in the cause he had so ardently espoused, . 
in the twenty-first year of his age. 



D'ELBEE. 

When the Vend^en General, M. d'Elb^, was taken 
prisoner by the republicans, he was at death's door 
from his wound. They entered his chamber, saying, 
" So, this is d'Elb^e !" " Yes," repUed hte, " you see 
your greatest enemy, and had I strength to fight, you 
should not have taken Noirmoutier ; or at least you 
should have purchased it dearly." They kept him 
five days, and loaded him with insults ; but he sub- 
mitted to their ezaminatiaiui with great moderation, 
until at length, ezhansted by suffering, he said, 
" Gentlemen, it is time to condnde; let me die." 
As he w as unable to stand, they placed this brave and 
virtuous general in an arm chair, where he was shot* 
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FEMALE VOLUNTEERS, 

A Vend^en heroine of the name of Jeanne Robin, 
could not be dissuaded from taking up arms in tlie 
cause of royalty. She obtained one of the coarse 
cottons which were given to the poorest of the soldiers, 
took the sacrament, and then hastened to the camp. 
The evening before the battle of Thouars, she sought 
for M. de Lescure, and addressing him, said, " Ge- 
neral, I am a woman ! Madame de Lescure knows 
it, and also that my character is good. To-morrow 
there is to be a battle ; let me but have a pair of 
shoes, and I am sure I shall fight, so that you will 
not send me away." She, indeed, fought under the 
eye of M. de Lescure, and called to him, " General, 
you must not pass me, I shall always be nearer the 
blues (the republicans) than you.** She was wounded 
in the hand, but this only animated her the more, 
and showing it to him, she said, *' This is nothing." 
Then rushing furiously into the thickest part of the 
engagement, she perilled. 

After a great assault at Ostend, among the heaps 
of slain was found the body of a young Spanish 
woman', who it was conjectured by her wounda had 
been slain in the assault. She had under her appaiel 
a chain of gold set with precious stones, besidea other 
jewels. It never could be ascertained who she was, 
or what had induced her to brave the hazards ofwar, 
although every inquiry was made on the subject* 
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MAHOMETAN CONQUERORS. 

The first chief «irho exalted the banners of Mthomet 
in the fertile fields of JBengal, was Bukhtyar KhuKjy. 
Natare had not been favourable to Bukhtyar in his 
formation ; he was ill favoured and of a mean appear- 
ance : and, amongst other deformities of his person, 
it is stated, that when he stood upright, the ends of 
his fingers extended considerably below his knees* 
When arrived at the age of manhood, he twice offered 
himself as a volunteer to the officers of Mahommed 
Ghory, sovereign of Lahore ; but they, disgusted 
with his appearance, refused to enrol him among their 
levies. Finding it impossible to obtain employment 
in the Imperial service, he enlisted as a cavalier with 
Oughul Beg, one of the principal governors. In 
this situation, his activity, courage, and abilities, soon 
recommended him to the notice of his superiors, and 
he quickly obtained promotion. 

When Bukhtyar had acquired some celebrity in 
his new situation, he prevailed on several parties of 
his own tribe who were in want of employment, to ac- 
cept him as their commander ; and having afterwards 
signalized himself on many important occasions, he 
was at length (about the year 696) appointed by 
Cuttub Addeen, the Viceroy of Delhi, to the com- 
mand of an army destined to the conquest of Behar* 

In this undertaking he was eminently successful, 
and returned at the end of two years loaded with 
plunder, the whole of which he laid at the fe«t of the 
Viceroy, who was lo much pleased with his conduct, 
that he conferred on him such honours as excited the 
envy of all his competitors. 

Ft 
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The mode which the coartiers of Delhi devised to 
get rid of the envied Bukhtyar, was one not un- 
common in the History of the East. (See Shere 
Afghan — Anecdotes of Enterprise, p. 7.) On a pub- 
lie occasion, when the whole court of the Viceroy 
were assembled, some of the nobles took an oppor- 
tunity of introducing the subject of the late conquest 
of Behar, and of extolling the feats of bravery per- 
formed by the general ; they added, that such was 
their high opinion of his courage, they were sure he 
would, single-handed, contend with and overcome % 
fierce elephant: this being contradicted by some 
other person in the secret, the question was at length 
submitted to the Viceroy, and by him proposed to 
Bukhtyar, who, dreading the imputation of cowardice 
more than death, boldly agreed to try the contest. 

One of those elephants which are kept for fightii^ 
by the Princes of the East, was introduced into tfa^ 
area in front of the palace -, and Bukhtyar, without 
making any other preparation than merely throwing 
off his coat and girding up his loins, advanced with a 
battle-axe in his hand. 

llie elephant, urged on by its driver, made a charge 
at Bukhtyar, who dexterously avoided it, and at the 
same moment struck the elephant with his battle-axe 
with such force on the trunk, that the animal screamed 
out and ran off. Shouts of wonder and acclamation 
resounded through the palace, and the Viceroy not 
only presented the general with a large sum of money 
himself, but ordered all the nobles to present him virith 
an offering of congratulation. The sum collected on 
this occasion was of considerable value ; but Bukhtyar 
scorning to be thus enriched, added a sum of his own* 
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and made a donation of the whole to the inferior 
servants of the court. 

Shortly after this transaction, Bukhtyar was, in the 
year of the Hejira, 699, appointed governor of Behar, 
with orders to extend his conquests over all the 
neighbouring territories. 



PARISIAN YOUTH. 

When the allied armies were approaching Paris, in 
the year 1814, a column of five thousand men were 
detached from the capital to escort an immense con- 
voy of amlnunition, and a hundred thousand rations 
of bread, for Bonaparte's army. It was intercepted 
by the allied forces with great superiority of numbers. 
Pressed and charged on all sides, the French column 
formed itself into several squares, and opposed the 
most courageous resistance. It consisted merely of 
young soldiers and national guards, buLnothing could 
intimidate them. 1 he squares continued to fire as 
they marched ; braving the charges of the cavalry, 
rejecting every summons on the part of the Russian 
officers, and refusiig to lay down their arms, in spite 
of the most vigorous attacks. It was in vain that 
Colonel Rapatel, a French o£Pcer in the Russian 
service, advanced alone to end this useless struggle. 
The French troop, though surrounded and despairing 
of escape, wished at least to die with glory. " Friends 
and fellow countrymen," exclaimed Rapatel, " cease 
your resistance. You have conducted yourselves 
with honour, and Alexander will give you liberty on 
the spot." Scarcely had he spoken, when he was 
struck by two musket-balls, and fell dead on the spot 

p3 
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The artillery alone could subdue this handful of brave 
men, who maintained the contest against the whole 
allied army. The batteries opened their fires, and 
broke the squares ; while cavaky luahed anumg' diem^ 
scattering death and disorder acovnd. There was no 
alternative but to yield ; and as thsj defiled befor* 
the Emperor Alexander, he complimented them on 
their heroic conduct. 



VICTIM OF GENEROUS DARING 

A husbandman of the name of Altemade, a xkature 
of Holland, who had lived from his early youth a 
rural life, in the Dutch Colony at the Cape of Good 
Hope, happened to be on horseback on the coast,, at 
the very point of time that a vessel was shipwrecked 
by a dreadful tempest. The greatest part of the crew 
perished in the waves ; the remainder were strugg^g 
with death on the shattered planks, that still floated 
on the surface of the water. No boat could be sent 
out in such a dreadful storm for the deliverance oC 
these poor people ; the humane aad intrepid Hollander 
undertakes to save them ; he blows brandy into tbe 
nostrils of his horse ; and fixing himself fixmly in hit 
stirrups, he plunges into the sea, and gaining the 
wreck, brings back to the shore two men of the crew» 
each of whom held by one of his boots. * In tbis 
manner he went and returned seven times, and thos 
saved fourteen of the passengers. But the eighth 
time, on his return, a rapid and immense surge threw 
down his horse, the heroic rider lost his seat, and was 
swallowed up with the two unfortunate men he was 
endeavouring to save. What death could be more 
glorious than in such a cause ! 
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MULEY MOLOCK. 

Tlie Africans record wonders of the life and death 
of their king, Muley Molock, who was invaded by 
Don Sebastian, King of Portugal. The royal Mo<» 
was wasted away by sickness ; and on the day when 
the two armies met in battle, he was almost ready to 
expire. He was conveyed to his camp in a Utter, 
where he gave particular directions to his officers to 
be very careful to conceal his death if he should 
expire during the action. He was conveyed from rank 
to rank, where, by signs, by his presence, and his 
words, he exerted the Moors to fight gallantly in the 
defence of their religion and their country. The 
battle commenced, and the African king's right wing 
was pushed by the Portuguese to their centre. When 
the sick prince beheld his soldiers in disorder, and 
flying shamefully before a victorious enemy, he threw 
himself from his litter; his whole soul was fired ; he 
resolved, though dying, to endeavour to animate 
them to the- recovciy of their ground : his officers 
m vain opposed him; be made his way sword in 
hand. The Moors, thos encouraged by die example 
of their ptince, returned to the charge, repulsed the 
enemy, and regained their honour. The king had no 
sooner performed this heroic act, than, fainting in the 
arms of his officers, he was conveyed to his litter ; 
and the moment after, just as he expired? he put his 
finger to his lipt, to remind them to conceal his death, 
as he had requested. 
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MARSHAL NEY. 

On the memorable retreat from Portiigal» Marshal 
Ney commanded the rear guard, and had to maintara 
several conflicts with the English troops. On retreat- 
ing through Pombal, the moment the English entered 
the town, the bells were ordered to be rung, and every 
kind of rejoicing to be made, even, it is said, to the 
burning of Ney and Massena in effigy. Ney, being 
made acquainted with the fact, instantly turned round, 
and drove the British out at the point of the bayonet, 
and set fire to the tonqi. He then wrote a letter to 
Lord Wellington, stating that he was sorry to have 
been compelled to such a measure, but he felt it 
necessary to prove to his lordship, that it was hunger, 
and that only, that obliged the French to retreat out 
of Portugal. 

THE GRAND DUKE CONSTANTINE. 

This prince, the brother of the Emperor of Rnsaif^ 
is a man of rather unpolished manners and of Her- 
culean strength. His personal coun^ isnotoxious; 
in all the engagements during the late war, he 
headed the charges of his guurds like a common 
grenadier, baring his arm to his shoulder, and raising 
his sabre, exclaiming, '* Now, my lads, let as at 
them !" 

• ■ 

SIEGE OF BERGEN-OP-ZOOM. 

In the assault on Bergen -op-Zoom by Lord Lyndoch, 
wliich was so boldly undertaken, and so strangely dis^ 
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appointed wlien saccess seemed almost certain, a 
Dutch officer in the English service led the attack on 
one of the bastions. He was a native of the town, 
and it was supposed had been useful in furnishing 
hints for the attack. He led on his party with the 
utmost gallantry, and idthough the greater number 
of them fled, or fell under a heavy fire, he descend- 
ed into the main ditch, crossed it upon the ice, and 
forced his way, followed by a handful of men, as far 
as the internal defences of the place. He had al- 
ready mounted the inner glacis, when he was wound- 
ed in many places, and precipitated into the ditch \ 
and aa his followers were unable to bring him off, h^ 
remained on the ice until next morning, when, being 
alive, he became prisoner to the French, and died 
of his wounds a few days afterwards. 

SIR PETER PARKER. 

" There is a tear for all that die, 
A mourner o'er the humblest grave ; 

But nations swell the funeral cry. 
And triumph sweeps above the brave* 

For them is sorrow's parest sigh 
O'er ocean's heaving bosom sent ; 

In vain their bones unburied lie, 
AH earth becomes their monument. 

A tomb is theirs on every page. 
An epitaph on every tongoe ; 
The present hours, the future age. 

For them bewail, to them belong. 

• • • # 
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And, gallant Parker, thus enshrin'd. 
Thy Kfe, thy fall, thy fame shall be ; 

And eaxly valoar, glowing find, 
A model in thy memory." 

X.O«D BTROV. 

Although the gallant Sir Peter Parker fell in the 
bloom of youth, yet he had already reaped a rick 
harvest of glory. Bronght up onder the inunediete 
eye of the immortal Nelson, he partook largely of kia 
daring spirit. 

When cruising off the coast of Italy, in the Menelaoa, 
in the year 1812, he saw a large brig and aereral amall 
vessels in the bay of Orbitello. He reconnoitred the 
fort of St. Stephano ; and although its strength was 
great, consisting of a battery of two guns, one of foor 
guns, and a citadel of fourteen guns, yet Sir Peter de- 
termined to cut them out, although they were anchored 
within musket-shot of the shore and of the batteries. 
Actuated with that ardent zeal which knew no difficulty, 
and that dauntless spirit which feared no danger, he 
left the sliip with two gigs, two cutters, a launch with 
an eigkteen-pounder carronade, carrying one hundred 
and thirty seamen and forty marines, leaving the first 
lieutenant in charge of the ship. This gallant little 
band had to face the fire of the citadel and batteries, 
a regular force of four hundred troops, and the inhabi- 
tants of the town,who were under arms to receive them* 
Sir Peter was to carry, if possible, the veaseLi in the 
harbour ; Lieutenants Beynon and Wilcock, with the 
marines, were to storm the batteries commanding it. 
They now pushed rapidly under a volley of fire for the 
shore; which they had no sooner reached, than the 
officers leaped out of the boat with the marines, and lad 
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them immediately to the charge up the hill, driving 
tliree times their number of the enemy into a four-gun 
battery, which they instantly stormed, putting all to 
the sword, and spiking the guns. The vessels were 
boarded and carried by Sir Peter Parker in the most 
dashing and brilliant style, though moored within half 
pistol • shot of the batteries. Cries of " Wellington" 
and " Nelson/' (the sign and countersign of the 
night) resounded through the harbour, and on the hill 
proclaimed possession of the battery and the vessels. 
The bright career of this brave officer terminated 
in the war against the United States. He still com- 
manded the Menelaus frigate of thirty-eight guns. 
Determined to make a diversion in favour of the British 
army on tlie side of Baltimore, he sailed up the Chesa- 
peake, and resolved by a night attack to surprise the 
enemy's forces, and destroy their camp. Accordingly, 
on the night of the 30th of August, 1814, at eleven 
o'clock, he landed a body of seamen, and a party of 
marines, not exceeding tdtogether one hundred and 
forty men, and after a march of four miles reached the 
enemy. He foand him drawn up in a plain, surrounded 
by woods, with their camp in the rear,and their strength 
consisting of five hundred militia, a troop of horse, and 
five pieces of artillery. He attacked them imme- 
diately, and compelled them to a rapid retreat behind 
their cannon. While animating his men to pursue their 
foccess. Sir Peter was mortally wounded by a musket- 
shot. On receiving his wound he smiled, and said to 
one of his lieutenants, " They have hit me, Pearce, at 
last, but it is nothing ; push on, my brave fellows, and 
follow me V* cheering his men with such undaunted 
heroism, that even his dying accents may be said to 
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have been strains of triumph, llie men as entha- 
siastically returned his cheer. He advanced at their 
head a few paces farther, when staggering under the 
rapid flow of blood from the wound, he fell into 
the arms of his second lieutenant, Mr. Pesrce, and. 
faintly desiring him to sound the bugle, to collect the 
men and leave him on the field, he finally surrendered 
without a sigh his brave spirit to the mercy of heaven* 
His men collected aro'md his body, and swore nerer 
to deliver it up to the enemy but with their lives. A 
handful of gallant fellows bore him from the field, 
before a force four times superior. The men who earned 
him were occasionally changed, but a saflor, of the 
name of William PorreU refused to quit the body a 
moment, and unrelieved sustained his portion of the 
weight to the shore. When it was suggested byaooM 
present, that the enemy might rally and cut off their 
retreat, he exclaimed, " No ! never shall a Yankee lay 
a hand on the body of my captain, while I have life or 
strength to defend it." Sir Peter Parker was only 
twenty-eight years of age when he died. 

SERGEANT MILLIGAN. 

In an attack made on a French sett^, armed with fimr 
■ix-pounders, twelve mounted musketoons, aad small 
arms, by the boats of the Melpomene frigato, Ci^itam 
Parker, o£f the coast of Leghorn, in the year 1806, 
Lieut. Thomson in the barge, and five seamen, wen 
killed, six desperately wounded, and aeveral others 
disabled. The ship and other boats were at a con* 
siderable distance *, but the survivors persevered and 
hooked on. Mr. Butler, Lieutenant Ga8coigBe« and 
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Sergeant Thomas Milligan, were the only persons 
enabled to board, at which time the enemy's crew 
consisted of eighteen men, three of whom were killed 
and fifteen made prisoners. The conduct of Milli- 
gan peculiarly excited the admiration of his brave 
comrades and captain. Being in the bow of the 
barge, he was the first man that boarded the settle ; 
and on his leapin^f on the deck, six muskets were 
presented in his face, the fatal efifects of which he 
rapidly avoided, by throwing himself instantly into 
the midst of the enemy's crew. Owing to the num- 
ber of killed and wounded in the barge, and the set- 
tle continuing under sail, only five men were able to 
follow the sergeant ; and, after some resistance, the 
enemy were forced to retreat and disperse, and six 
of them leaped into their own boat, carrying their 
arms and ammunition with them. Seijeant Milligan 
fearing that they xaight do considerable mischief with 
their muskets, and knowing that the barge could not 
follow, he jumped down into the middle of them. He 
was instantly seized and thrown overboard ; but in the 
struggle, he grappled and carried one of the enemy 
with him, whom he killed in the water with his cutlass, 
llie other boats of the Melpomene now coming up, 
every exertion was made to save the sergeant, who was 
seen swimming a-stem of the settle, apparently very 
funtyhaivingrecei ved several wounds during the action. 
One of the lieutenants of the ship seeing an oar close 
behind him, called to Milligan to get hold of it, in 
order to receive some assistance, till the boat could 
get up to him, which afterwards picked him up. On 
his being asked, when safe oo board, if he haa gained 
the assistince of the oar floating by him, he replied, 
104.— 105. « 
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** No, sir, I did not know the enemy had all aurren- 
dered ; and I could not bear the idea of turning my 
back on the enemy's Teasel." The Patriotic Fund 
presented thia brave fellow with forty ponads. 

BOMBARDMENT OF ALGIERS. 

The attack on Algiers, whether considered as to its 
object, or the success with which that object was 
accomplished, must be regarded as one of the moat 
glorious achievements of the British arms. Resolved 
to punish the wanton outrages committed by that 
piratical state on the laws of nations and the rights 
of humanity. Lord Exmouth first sent a message to 
the Dey, with the terms which he demanded ; these 
not being acceded to, his lordship still waited for 
them to 6re first. When, much to the gratification of 
the British, who were impatient for the attack, he saw 
the fiash of one of their guns, before he heard the 
sound, he exclaimed with great alacrity, " That will 
do ; fire, my fine fellows." A tremendous broadside 
was immediately given with great cheering, which 
made havoc among the people on shore. 

In this engagement, ihe most determined b i' a v cry 
was displayed. Some of the sailors wanting wadding, 
impatiently tore their jackets in pieces, and crammed 
buttons and all into the guns ; while the SQUUen* 
wives on board some of the ships supplied their haa- 
bands with powder and shot during the engagemonC. 

During the action, the Leander lay for a consider- 
ahle time exposed to a most destructive tare of shot 
and shells. Every one was at his post ; and among 
others, Mr. Dolthorpe, master's mate, was ordered into 
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the fore- top, where he remained unhurt during the 
hottest of the conflict. When the batteries were 
found to slacken their fire, he was called onto perform 
some duty on deck. He came down smiling, md 
taking the lieutenant by the hand, pointed to the 
Mole where the Algerine fleet lay on fire, and in a 
most impreraive manner, with his eyes flashing fire^ 
and his whole countenance full of animation, ex- 
claimed in the language of Lord Byron, in his poem 
of the Corsair* 

" Much has been done, but more remains to do. — 
Their galleys bum ! why not their city too V 

Scarcely had the words died on his lips, when a 
round shot struck him on the head, and blew it to 
atoms. 

Lord Exmouth escaped unhurt most miraculously, 
for his coat was cut to pieces by musket-balls and by 
grape-shot. 

DUKE OF WELLINGTON. 

During the scene of tumult and carnage which 
the battle of Waterloo presented, at every moment 
and in every place, the Duke of Wellington exposed 
his person with a freedom which made all around 
him tremble for that life on which it was obvious that 
the fate of the battle depended. There was scarcely 
a square but he visited in person, encouraging the 
men by his presence, and the officers by his di- 
rections. While he stood on the centre of the high 
road in front of Mount St. Jean, several guns were 
levelled against him, distinguished as he was by his 
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suit^ and the movements of the officers, who were 
passing to and fro with orders. The balls repeatedly 
grazed a tree near him, when he obterrcd to one ol 
his suite, " That*s good practice ; I think they fire 
better than in Spain." Riding ap to the 95th, wlien 
in front of the line, and even then expecting t for- 
midable charge of cavahry, he said, " Stand fmt, 
95th, we must not be beat ; what win they say in 
England V On another occasion, when many of the 
best and bravest men had fallen, and the event of the 
action seemed doubtful even to those who remained, 
he said, with the coolness of a spectator, " Never 
mind, we'll win this battle yet.*^ To another regi- 
ment then closely engaged, he used a common sport- 
ing expression, " Hwd pounding this, gentlemea ; 
let's see who will pound longest." 

One general officer found himself under the ne- 
cessity of stating to the duke, that his brigade wai 
reduced to one-third of its numbers ; and ^t thoae 
who remained were so exhausted with fatigue, that a 
temporary relief, of however short duration, aoemed 
a measure of necessity. *' Tell him," said the duke, 
*' what he proposes is impossible. He, I, and every 
Englishman in the field, must die on the spotwenoir 
occupy." " It is enough," returned the general ; 
" I, and every man under my command, axe deter- 
mined to share his fate." 

THE MARQUESS OF ANGLESEA. 

Next to the Duke of Wellington, the success of the 
battle of Waterloo was, perhaps, more indebted to 
the first " cavalry officer in the world," as the gallant 
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mtrquesB is called, than to any other of the numerous 
warriors who so gloriously distinguished themselves 
on that eventful day. " He displayed/' says an eye> 
witness of his lordship's conduct in the field on 
this occasion, " consummate valour in the sight of 
his admiring men. As it was the greatest object at 
the moment to kindle the spirit of our troops, what 
could more effectually do this, than the display, 
gallantry, and dash of their superior 1 This was the 
more important, as it is also a certain fact, that not 
having as yet made an essay on the cuirassiers, tliey 
entertained the idea that all attack upon them wa» 
ineffectual." 

Twice had the marquess, then Earl of Uxbridge, 
led the Guards to the charge, cheering them with Uie 
rallying cry of ** Now for the honour of the household 
troops," when three heavy masses of the enemy's 
infantry advanced, supported by artillery, and a 
numerous body of cuirassiers. This formidable body 
drove in the Belgians, leaving the Highland brigade to 
receive the shock. At this critical moment, the Earl of 
Uxbridge gallopped up to the second heavy brigade, 
(Ponsonby's) when the three regiments were wheeled 
up in the most masterly style, presenting a beautiful 
front of about thirteen hundred men. As his lord- 
ship rode down the line, he was received by a general 
shout and cheer from the brigade. Then, placing 
himself at their head, he made the most rapid and 
destructive charge ever witnessed. The division 
they attacked consisted of upwards of nine thousand 
men, under Count D'Erlon. Of these, three thousand 
were made prisoners, and the rest killed, with the 

«3 
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exception of about a thousand men, who formed then* 
selves under cover of the cuirassiers. 

His lordship afterwards led the " household 
troops** in several brilliant attacks, cutting in pieces 
whole battalions of the old guard, into whose misses 
they penetrated ; when, after having saccesslblly got 
through this arduous day, he received t wound in 
the knee by almost the last shot that was fired. 
The wound was such, that it was found necessary te 
amputate the leg. 



AFFAIR OF LIGNY. 

At the battle of Ligny, two days previous to that 
of Waterloo, a major of the 4Snd Highlanders pre- 
ferring to fight on foot in front of his men, gave his 
horse to the care of a drummer^boy in the regiment. 
After some severe fighting with the French cuirassiers 
and lancers, and after receiving several severe wounds, 
he fell from loss of blood, near a brave private of 
his corps, Donald Mackintosh, who was morttUy 
wounded at the same instant. The little drummer 
lad had left the horse to assist poor Donald ; which t 
lancer seeing, thought the horse a fair prise, and 
made a dash at it. Tliis did not escape the watchtnl 
and keen eye of the dying Highlander ; who, with all 
the provident spirit of his country " ruling strong in 
death,** groaned out, " Hoot man, ye manna tak that 
beast, it belongs to our captain here.'* The lancer 
neither understanding him , nor respectinghis writhing 
gestures, seized on the horse. Donald loaded his 
musket once more, shot the lancer dead, and the 
next moment fell back and expired. The major was 
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conveyed to tke rear, and recovered, althougb he had 
received sixteen severe wounds in this unequal and 
arduous conflict. 

TRAITS OF WATERLOO. 

Amidst the confusion presented by the fiercest and 
closest cavalry fight which had ever been seen, 
many individuals distin gashed themselves by feats 
of personal strength and valour. Even officers of 
rank and distinction, whom the usual habits of mo- 
dem war render rather the directors than the actual 
agents of slaughter, were in this desperate acticm 
seen fighting hand to hand, like common soldiers. 
" You are uncommonly savage to-day," said an 
officer to his friend, a young man of rank, who was 
arming himself with a third sabre, after two had been 
broken in his grasp. " What would you have me 
do ?*' answered the other, by nature one of the most 
gentle and humane of men *, " we are here to kill the 
French, and he is the best man to-day, who can kill 
most of them," and he again threw himself into the 
midst of the combat. 



Sir John Elley requested permission to lead the 
charge of the heavy brigade, consisting of the Life 
G uards, the Oxford Blues, and the Scotch Greys. The 
effect was tremendous. Sir John was at one time 
surrounded by several of the cuirassiers ; but being a 
tall and uncommonly powerful man, completely 
master of his horse and sword, he cut his way out, 
leaving several of his assailants on the ground, marked 
with wounds which indicated the strength of the arm 
wluch inflicted them. 
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A corporal iu the Horse Guards, of die name of 
Shaw, who had distinguished himself as a pugilist, 
was fighting seven or eight hours, dealing destruction 
on all around him ; at one time he was attacked by 
six of the French Imperial Guard, fonr of whom he 
killed, but was at last slain himself by the remaining 
two. 



In the afternoon of this dreadful day, the 9^d 
regiment, which was reduced to about two hundred 
men, charged a column of the enemy, which camu 
down on them, of from two to three Uiouaand men ; 
they penetrated into the centre of the colamn with 
the bayonet ; and the instar.t they pierced it, the 
Scots Greys dashed forward to their support ; when 
they cheered each other, and cried out, " Scotland 
for ever !" Every man of the enemy was either 
kried or taken prisoner ; after which, the Scots 
Greys charged through the enemy *s second line, and 
took their eagles. 

A division of the enemy having been repulsed, 
with the loss of their eagles. Lieutenant Deares of 
the ?8th, hurried away by his enthusiasm, ac- 
companieil the cavalry in Uie pursuit on foot, at- 
tacking, sword in hand, every Frenchman that came 
in his way. He had already cut down two, and 
wounded three otliers, when, being overpowered by a 
body of infantry, and taken prisoner, he was stripped 
of all his clothes, except his shirt and trowyers, in 
which state he joined his regiment during the night. 

'llie bridge at Wavre was repeatedly lost aiid 
gained before the French were able to make their 
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footing good beyond it. At length, a French colonel 
snatched the eagle of his regiment, and rushing for- 
ward, crossed the bridge, and struck it into the 
ground on the other side. His corps followed, with 
an unanimous shout of Vive V Emperew! and although 
the gallant officer who thus led them on was slain on 
the spot, his followers succeeded in carrying the 
village. 

Amidst the fury of the conflict, some traits oc- 
curred of military indifference, which deserve to be 
recorded. The Life Guards coming up in the rear of 
the 96th, which distinguished regiment acted as 
sharp-shooters in front of the line, sustaining and 
repelling a most formidable onset of the French, 
called out to them, as if it had been on the parade in 
the Park, '* Bravo, 95th! do you lather them, and 
we^ll shave them." 

A'Life Guardsman, who, from being bald, was known 
among his comrades by the appellation of the 
Marquess of Granby, had his horse shot under him, 
and lost his helmet ; but he immediately rose, and 
though on foot, attacked a cuirassier, whom he killed, 
mounted his horse, and rode forward, his comrades 
cheering him, " Well done. Marquess of Granby !*' 

While Colonel Ponsonby lay bleeding from seven 
severe wounds, a private soldier of the 40th regiment 
came up to him late in the evening, whom he en- 
treated to remain with him till the morning. The 
man begged leave to look for a sword, adding, " And 
then, your honour, 111 engage the devil himself won't 
come near you." He soon picked up a French 
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Mbre^ And thmut quietly down by th« colonel antil 
diy litjlit, when he bud him coaieyed to ■ pl>ca of 
comfort ud ucorily. 

Among the oGceis immediitet; ittciutint OB tb» 
Dnke of Wellington, wu the I*te Lieut. CoL Enkiae, 
jDungnt lOD of l^rd Enkine. He bad hi* left m 

curied off by a nnnon-bsU, and lost two fingen of 
hia right band. Wben the caaaoji-shot had thrown 
him from hie horae. ud as he lay bleeding apon the 
gicnmd in tbti mangled condidou. Uie PrnaBUOi 
mnikf try and Uampeta being heard at • diatance. ha 
seized hia hat with hia renuining ahattered arm, nA 
Wiving it around him, cheered hia companiou in t^ 
Midat of the dying and the dtfid. 
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ANECDOTES OF WAR. 



*• A page of the great book of war." 

*' Where terror is deck'd so bravely, that the eye 
Wiiih delight, has scarce leisure to be afraid." 

CHANCES OF WAR. 

The celebrated Madame de SevigD^, in a letter to Count 
Bussy, says, '' I cannot comprehend how one could 
expose one's self a thousand times as you have done, 
and yet not be killed a thousand times also : I am 
much occupied to day with this reflection. The death 
of M. M. Longueville, D« Guitry, De Nugent, and 
several others ; the wounds of the Prince royal, 
Marcillac, Vienne, Momevel. Thevel, Count de Saxe 
Tenper, and of a thousand unknown persons, have 
given me a frightful idea of war. I cannot under- 
stand the passage of the Rhine by swimming. To 
throw themselves in on horseback, like dogs after a 
stag, and neither be drowned nor killed in landing, 
turpaMes my imagination so for, that the very thought 
of it is like to turn my brain. God has hitherto pre- 
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served my son; but how uncertain is the life of a 
soldier !" 

To this letter Count de Bussy makes the following 
pertinent answer : 

" How many think like you, madam, diat military 
men only are mortal ! The truth however is, that war 
only hastens the death of some who might perhaps 
have lived a little longer. For my own part, I have 
been present on several pretty perilous occasions, 
without having received a single wound. My mis- 
fortunes proceed from another source, and to speak 
freely, 1 am better pleased to live less happy, than 
not to live at all. Many men have been killed in 
their first encounter, and as many in their second. 



"*"--^-"'*Cofc > 1' ha ' w^ Ht J iH K jt».»^ ' * w' ■'^>-^. 
" Such was the will of fate." 

" But I see you all in alarm ; let me therefore 
assure you madam, that one often makes several cam- 
paigns without drawing a sword ; and one is often in 
a battle without seeing an enemy. For example, when 
one is in the second line, or rear guard, and the first 
line decides the contest, as happened in the battle of 
Dunes, in 1658. In a field engagement, the officeis 
of the horse run the gieatest hazard ; and in a 8i^;e, 
the officers of foot are a thousand times more exposed. 
But to divert your fears on this head, I shall re- 
late a saying of Maurice, Prince of Orange, told me 
by Marshal Turenne. ' Young girls think a lover is 
always en etat ; and churchmen, that a soldier's swoid 
is always in his hand.' 

** The concern you have in the army, has produced 
the melancholy reflections you sent me. If your 
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aon had not been there, you would have considered 
the passage of the Khine without emotion ; it would 
have appeared less rash than a bold action, and like a 
thousand others, would soon have been forgotten. 
Believe me, my dear cousin, things in general are 
neither great nor little, butas the mind makes them so. 
The swimming over the Rhine is a gallant action, but 
by no means so wonderful as you suppose. Two 
thousand horse pass over to attack four or five hun- 
dred ; the two thousand are supported by a large 
army and the king in person, while the four or five 
hundred ire troops intimidated by the vigorous 
manner v.! which we began the campaign. Had the 
Dutch been braver, they might indeed have killed a 
few more men in that rencontre ', but that would have 
been all, they must at last have been overpowered by 
numbers. Had the Prince of Orange been on the 
other side of the Rhine with his army, I am apt to 
think, we should not have attempted to swim over in 
opposition to him ; if we had, the success would have 
been more doubtful. That, however, would have beed 
no more than what Alexander did in passing the Gra> 
nicxis. He made good his passage with forty thou- 
sand men, in spite of a hundred thousand that oppos- 
ed him. Had he failed, it is true, the attempt would 
have been branded with folly ; and its success only, 
has made it be considered as the most gallant action 
in war." 

Nothing indeed it more true, than that the event of 
war constitutes a madman or a hero. If the Count 
de Guiche had been repulsed in passing the Rhine, he 
would have suffered universal disgrace, as he was only 
desired to examine if the river wai fordaUe. Ha 

b3 
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wrote that it was, although it really was not so ; ana 
it was only because the passage succeeded, that he 
was covered with glory. 

ABIUTY FOR WAR, THE BEST ARGUMENT 

FOR PEACE. 

The Persian writers relate, that Alexander the 
Great marched an army against the Emperor of China, 
(probably Chinese Tartaiy, which in Persian authors 
is always confounded with China). The Chinese 
monarch did not consider himself equal to a contest 
with so mighty a conqueror, and went in disguise to 
the Grecian camp. He was discovered and brought 
to Alexander, who demanded of him how he could 
venture on such a step? The emperor replied, "I 
was anxious to see you and your army ; I could have 
no fear on my own account, as I knew I was not an 
object of dread to Alexander ; besides, if he was to 
slay me, my subjects would instantly raise another 
king to the throne. But of this I can have no fear, 
as I am satisfied Alexander can never be displeased 
with an action that shews a solicitude to obtain his 
friendship." The conqueror was pleased with this 
flattery, and concluded a treaty with the em- 
peror; by which, the country of the latter was 
spared, on his agreeing to pay tribute. The emperor 
returned to his capital, to make preparations for the 
entertainment of his great ally ; and the third day 
after he leflt the Grecian camp, he again made his 
appearance at the head of an army, the dust of which 
announced its immense numbers, and made Alexan- 
der prepare against treachery, by arraying his trooot 
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in order of battle. When both lines were opposite, 
the Emperor of China, with his ministers and ftobles, 
alighted, and went towards the Grecian Prince, who 
inquired why he had broken his faith, and collected 
such a force? "I wished," replied the emperor, 
" to shew the diamber of my army, that you might be 
satisfied I made peace from other motives than an 
inabilit;^ to make war. It was from consulting the 
heavenly bodies that I have been led to submit. The 
heavens aid you, and I war not with them." Alex- 
ander was gratified ; and observed that it would ill -be- 
come him to exact tribute from so great, so wise, and 
so pious a monarch ; he would therefore be satisfied 
with his friendship. 

SIKGE OF ACRE BY THE CRUSADERS. 

The siege of Acre, during the third crusade, to- 
wards the close of the twelfth century, is one of the 
most memorable sieges recorded in history. The place 
was invested by two thousand hoi-se and thirty thou- 
sand foot The siege lasted two years, and consum- 
ed, in a narrow space, the forces of Europe and Asia. 
Never did the fiame of enthusiasm burn with fiercer 
and more destructive rage. At the sound of the holy 
trumpet, the moslems of Egypt, Syria, Arabia, and 
the oriential provinces, assembled under the servant 
of the prophet ; his camp was pitched within a few 
miles of Acre *, and he laboured night and day for the 
relief of his brethren, and the annoyance of the Franks. 
Nine battles, not unworthy of the name, were fought 
in the neighbourhood of Mount Carmel, with such 
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Ticissitude of fortune, that in one attack the Sultaa 
forced his way into the city, and in one sally the 
Christians penetrated the royal tent. By means of 
divers and pigeons, a regular correspondence was main- 
taine4 ^ith the besieged ; and as often as the sea was 
left open, the exhausted garrison was withdrawn, and 
a. fresh supply was poured into the place. The Latin 
eamp was Uiinned by famine, the Sword^ and the cli- 
mate ; but the tents of the dead were replenished with 
new pilgrims, who exaggerated the stiength and speed- 
of their approaching countrymen. The vulgar were 
astoni^ed by the report, that the Pope himself, with- 
an innumerable crusade, was advanced as far as Con- 
stantinople. The march of the emperor filled the 
East with more serious alarms. At length, in the 
spring of the s^ond year, the royal fleets of France 
and England cast anchor in the Bay of Acre, and the 
si^e was more vigourously prosecuted by the youthful 
emulation of the two kings, Philip Augustus,, and 
Richard the First. After every resource had been 
tried, and every hope was exhausted, the defenders 
of Acre submitted to their fate ; a capitulation was 
granted, but their lives and liberties were taxed at 
the hard conditions of a ransom of two hundred thou- 
sand pieces of gold, the deliverance of one hundred 
nobles, and fifteen hundred inferior capiives, and the 
restoration of the wood of the holy cross. Some 
doubts in the agieement, and some delay in the 
execution, rekindled the fury of the Franks, and 
three thousand Moslems, almost in the Sultan's view, 
were beheaded by command of King Richard. By 
the conquest of Acre, the Latiiis acquired a strong 
town and a convenient harbour : but the advantage 



WAR, 9 

was most dearly purchased. The minister and histo- 
rian of Saladin computes, from the report of the 
enemy, that their numbers, at different periods, 
amounted to five or six hundred thousand ; that more 
than one hundred thousand Christians were slain ; 
that a far greater number was lost by disease or ship- 
wreck ; and that but a small portion of this mighty 
host could return in safety to their native countries. 



CHAMPION OF DAMASCUS. 

In the siege of Damascus, in the seventh century, 
the courage of the inhabitants was rekindled by the 
example and authority of Thomas, a noble Greek, 
who, though he affected to despise the enthusiasm of 
the Arabs, employed the resource of a similar super- 
stition. • At the principal gate, in the sight of both ar- 
mies, a lofty crucifix was erected ; the bishop, with his 
clergy, accompanied the march, and laid the volume 
of the New Testament before the image of Jesus ; 
and the contending parties were scandalized or edified 
by a prayer, that the Son of God would defend his 
servant, and vindicate his truth. The battle raged 
with incessant fury; and the dexterity of Thomas, 
an incomparable archer, was fatal to the boldest Sara- 
cens, till Uieir death was revenged by a female warrior. 
The wife of Aban, who had followed him to the holy 
war, saw him fall, and embracing her expiring hus- 
band, she, without a groan or without a tear, washed 
his corpse, and buried him with the usual rites. Then 
grasping the manly weapons, which in her native land 
she was used to wield, the intrepid widow of Aban 
sought the place where his murderer fought in the 
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thickest of the battle. Her first arrow pierced the 
hand of his standard bearer; the second wounded 
Thomas in the eye ; . ^aad the fainting Chris- 
tians no longer beheld their ensign or their leader. 
Yet the generous champion of Damascus refused to 
withdraw to his palace -, his wound was dressed in the 
rampart; the fight was continued till the evening, 
and the Syrians rested on their arms. In the silence 
of the night, the signal was given by the tolling of a 
great bell ; the gates were thrown open,, and each gate 
discharged an im^tuous column on the sleeping camp 
of the Sar«cens» Caled, their leader, was the first in 
arms, and flew to the post of danger at the head of 
four hundred horse^ The valour and victoiy of 
Thomas was arrested, and after the loss of thousands, 
he retreated with the sigh of despair, and the pursuit 
of the Saracens was only checked by the militaiy en- 
gines of the rampart. Damascus, however, still con- 
tinued its defence ; ner did it capitulate, until it had 
sustained a siege of seventy days. 



WAR-CRIES* 

It was formerly the custom of almost every nation, 
when joining in battle, to begin the attack with loud 
shouts, called cries of war, or of arms ; these shouts 
were intended to terrify the enemy, to occupy the 
soldiers, and prevent them from bearing the shouts of 
their opponents. Froissart says, " That at the battle 
of Crecy, fifteen thousand Genoese archers began to 
yell in a most frightful manner, to terrify the English." 
In these cries, every nation, and almost every leader, 
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had a peculiar word w sentence, which also served 
as a kihd of watch-word to distinguish friends from 
foes ; cries of arms were likewise used to tdHQy 
broken squadrons, especially when their banner was 
in danger. 

Thfe ancient English cry was St« George ; this was 
in such estimation, that a military writer, Davis, in 
the beginiiing' of the seventeenth dentuiy, inserts the 
observance of it among the military laws, to Uw 
obedience of which he would have all soldiers swoni. 
*' Item,'' says he, " that all iBoldiers ebtering into 
batUe, assatilt, skirmish, or other actioBs of arms, 
shall have for their common cry and word, 'Si George f 
St. George! forward, or upon them, St. George;' 
whereby the sdidier is much comforted, ^aiid'. the 
enemy dismayed by calling to mind the ancient 
valour of England, which with that name bad b^en 
so often victorious ; therefore he that shall maliciously 
omit it, shall be punished for his obstinacie." 

Although the ciy of St. George has been long 
disused, war-cries are still kept up among the English 
sailors, who constant accompai^ their first broad- 
side with three huzzsu^ stiled by them three cheers ; 
and some modem military officers, particularly General 
Wolfe, recommended, on charging the enemy with 
fixed bayonets, to give a loud warlike shout. Sir 
James Ware says, the ancient Irish wsr-e^ was 
farrah ! farrah I In after ages, each clan made use of 
a difierent war-cry, most of them terminating in the 
word Aboe, derived from an obMlete Irish expression, 
signif^ng cause or business. 

The war-cry of the Spaniards was, a'mat ; that of 
the French, Mont joye St, Dennis ; but at present the 
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latter, iu assaults of the covered way, or any other 
attack, cry, tu*;, tue. 



FIGHTING PRELATE. 

Peter de Dreux, cousin German to the King of 
France, and Bishop of Beauvais, being taken in armt 
by Richard the First of England, was imprisoned 
and fettered by him for personal injuries during his 
own captivity. Pope Celestine III. wrote to the 
king a gentle remonstrating letter in favour of the 
prelate, which the king answered by sending the 
bishop's helmet and armour to Rome, with these 
words from the Holy Bible: "Know now whethei 
it be thy son's coat or no." Genesis, xxxvii. 32. 
This answer, so just and so appropriate, put a stop 
to the Pope's intercession, and he replied, " That the 
coat the lung had sent, did not belong to a son of the 
church, but of the camp ; and the prisoner, therefore, 
was at Richard's mercy." 

MILITARY SYSTEM OF THE MIDDLE 

AGES. 

The wars of the Italian republics during the middle 
ages, were very inoffensive ; and to us of the present 
day, who are accustomed to hear of the slaughter of 
forty or fifty thousand men in a single battle, they 
seem highly ridiculous. Thus, at the action of 
Zagonora in 1423, only three persons lost their lives, 
and those by suffocation in the mud. At that of 
Molinella in 1467, not one was killed; and in an 
action between the Neapolitan and Papal troops in 
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1486, which lasted all day, there was not only no 
person killed, but it is not recorded that a single man 
was wounded ; and in Fhince, when Henry the First 
fought the battle of Brenville in Normandy, he had 
but three persons killed. 

This innocence of blood was partly owing to the de- 
fensive armour used by the Italian armies, which made 
war be conducted at very little personal hazard to die 
soldier ; but still more to the rapacity of the companies 
of adventure, who, in expectation of enriching them- 
selves by the ransom of prisoners, were anxious to 
save their lives. Much of the humanity of modem 
warfare was due to this motive ; but it was rendered 
more practicable by the nature of their arms. For 
once, and for once only, in the history of mankind, the 
art of defence had outstripped that of destruction. 
In a charge of lancers many fell, unhorsed by the 
shock, and might be suffocated or bruised to death 
by the pressura of their own armour ; but the lancer's 
point could not penetrate the breast-plate ; the sword 
fell harmless upon the helmet ; the conqueror in the 
first impulse of passion could not assail any vital 
part of a prostrate but unexposed enemy. Still less 
was to be dreaded from the archers or crossbowmen 
who composed a large part of the infantry. 

I1ie bow was a peculiarly English weapon, and 
none of the other principal nations adopted it so 
generally or so successfully. The crossbow, which 
brought the strong and the weak to a level, was more 
in favour on the continent. This instrument is said 
by some writers to have been introduced after the 
first crusade in the reign of Louis le Gros ; but if we 
may trust William of Poitou, it was employed, at 

c 
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well as the longbow, at the battle of Hastings. Se- 
veral of the Popes prohibited it as a treacherouft 
weapon ; and the restriction wa» so far regarded, that 
in the time of Philip Augustus, its use is said to have 
been unknown in France. By degrees, it became 
more general, and crossbowmen were considered as 
a very necessary part 6f a well-organized army; 
But both the ' arrow and the quarrel glanced away 
from plate armour, such as it became in the fifteenth 
century, impervious • in every point, except when the 
vizor was raised from the foce, or some part of the 
body accidentally exposed. 

. Many disadvantages attended the security against 
wounds for which diis armour had been devfsed ; the 
enormous weight exhausted the force and crippled the 
limbs. It rendered the heat of a southern climate 
insupportable ; and in some cases it increased the 
danger of death, as in the passage of a river or morass. 
It was impossible to comper an enemy to fight, 
because the least entretichment or natural obstacle 
could stop such unwieldy assailants. The troops 
might be kept in constant alarm at night, eidier com- 
pelled to sleep under arins, or run the risk of being 
surprised before they could rivet their plates of steel. 
Neither the . Italians, however, not the Transalpines,' 
would surrender a mode Of defence which they 
ought to have deemed inglorious ; but in order td 
o)>viate some of its military inconveniences, it became 
usual fbr the cavalry to dismount, and leaving their 
horses at some distance, to combat on foot with the 
lance. This practice, which must have been singu- 
larly embarrassinir with tne plate armour of the 
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fifteenth centuiy, was mtroduced before it became so 
ponderous. 

The invention of gunpowder, and its use in war, 
rendered wars more destructive than those of the 
ItaKans ; but certainly less so than when the pike, the 
battle axe, and the bow, were the only weapons in 
use, and men were unencumbered with the defensive 
armour of the. Italians/ It was in the first part of 
the fourteenth centuiy, that cannon, or rather mortars, 
were invented, and the applicability of gunpowder 
to the pvrpOses of war was. understood. The in- 
ventien of the musket ^oon followed, but it did 
little executbn ; apd undombined with the admirable 
invention of the bayonet, could z^t in any degree- 
resist a charge of cavaliy. 

The pike had a great tendency to subvert the 
military system of the middle a^, and to demon- 
strate the efficiency of disciplined infantry. Two 
free nations had already discomfited, by the help of 
such infantry, those arrogant l^ni^hts on whom the fate 
of battles had depended — the' B(^emians, instructed 
in the art of war by their great master !Zisca ; and the 
Swiss, who after winning their independence inch by 
inch from the house of Austria, had lately established 
their renown by a splendid victory over Charles of 
Burgundy ; and although their foot and infantry 
were not decidedly establbhed until the Milanese 
wars of Louis XII. and Francis 1. in the sixteenth 
century, yet the last years of the middle ages indi- 
dicated the commencement of the military revolution 
in the general employment of pikemen and musketeers. 
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mUTARY PAY. 

The Biifitaiy system of Edward the Third was an 
expensive one ; the anny with which he invaded 
Fiance, saved for pay, and was raised by contimct 
with mea of rank and inflnence, who received vragea 
for eveiy soldier according to hn station and the anna 
he bore. The wages allowed fay contract in 1346» 
/ were for an earl, 6s. 8d. per day; for barons and banner- 
ets, 4s. ; for knights, 2s. ; for squires. Is. ; for archers 
and hobelers (light cavalry), 6d. ; for archers on fool 
dd. ; for Welshmen, 2d. These sums multiplied by 
about 24, to bring them on a level with the present 
value of money, will show the pay to be extremely 
high. I1)e cavaliy, of course, furnish^ themselves 
with horses and equipments, as weU as arms, which 
were very expensive. 

BATTLE OF BANNOCKBURN. 

On the eve of the memorable battle of Bannockbnm 
which was fought between the English and the Scots 
on the 21st of June, 1312, a warm action occurred 
between the advanced parties of the two armies, and 
terminated in favour of the Scots. As the van of 
King Edward's army approached to Stirling, Henry 
de Bohun perceiving a body of Scotch at the side of 
a wood, advanced against Uiem with his Welsh fol- 
lowers, but was drawn into an ambush, when Bruce 
sallied in person upon them, and with his battle axe 
cleft the skull of De Bohun. Bruce's followers hailed 
this instance of the prowess of their sovereign as an 
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omen of Tictory. At day break they gathered round 
an eminence, on which Maurice, Abbot of Incha^ay, 
celebrated mass, and harrangued his hearers on the 
duty of fighting for the liberty of their country. At 
the close of his discourse, they answered with a loud 
shout, and the Abbot, barefooted, and with a crucifix 
in his hand, marched before them to the field of battle. 
As soon as they were formed, he again addressed 
them ; and as he prayed, they all fell upon their knees. 
" They kneel,'^ exclaimed some of the English, " they 
beg for mercy." '* Do not deceive yourselves,** said 
Ingelram de Umfraville, " they beg for mercy, but it 
is only from God." 

When the English army was upon the point of 
charging, a dispute arose about the post of honour 
between the Earls of Gloucester and Hereford ; and the 
former, impatient of control, advanced immediately 
to the charge with great impetuosity ; but his career 
was soon stopped by hidden pits and trenches, into 
which the horses fell headlong, and were staked in a 
miserable manner. This unforeseen disaster produced 
the utmost confusion ; and the Scots taking advantage 
of their disorder, fell upon the English with such fury, 
that the greatest part of them were cut to pieces. 

The Scots, with very few exceptions, fought on foot, 
armed with battle axes and spears. The king appeared 
in their front,and bore the same weapons as his subjects. 
The battle was chiefly sustained by the infantry and 
archers of the English army ; and so fierce was the 
shock, so obstinate the resistance, that the result long 
remained doubtful. Bruce was compelled to call his 
reserve into the line ; and as a last resource, to order 
the small body of men at arms to attack the archers 
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in flank. This movement decided the fate of the in* 
^try. Edward, who was not deficient in persona, 
bravery, spurred on his charger to partake in the 
battle ; but the Earl of Pembroke wisely interposed, 
and led him to a distance. 

The English were already dispirited by the de- 
struction of their wings, and loss of their bravest 
officers ; when the boys and other followers of the 
Scotch camp, who viewed the battle from a neighbour- 
ing hill, perceiving the success of their army, began 
to shout aloud, and ran towards the field for the sake 
of plunder. The English, startled at their acclama- 
tions, and seeing such a multitude in motion, imagined 
they were succours coming to reinforce the enemy, 
and on this supposition betook themselves to flight 
with the greatest precipitation. Those who attended 
the king, hurried him off the field ; and Giles 
d' Argentine, who had been charged with the defence 
of the royal person, now seeing the king out of 
danger, bade him farewell, and moving bis horse, rode 
back to the enemy. He cried out, " An Argentine f 
rushed into the hottest part of the fight, and soon met 
with the death which he sought. 



MARKSMEN. 

The talent of marksmen appears to have been held 
in considerable estimation, from the most remote ages 
of antiquity, and to have rendered its possessors, 
although rude or unwarlike, formidable enemies, and 
superior to the boldest efforts of personal prowess. 
Little David, the Israelitish shepherd boy, proved 
himself an overmatch for the gigantic champion of 
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the Philistine host ; his dexterity, as a slinger, rescued 
his country from impending thraldom, and raised 
nimself to the regal authority. By the same un- 
couth means of missile vengeance, many people 
of a mere rural character, have maintained their 
independence against the attacks of regular armies, 
or become useful auxiliaries to them. Achilles, the 
overthrower of armies, became a sacrifice to the un- 
erring aim of the coward Paris ; and our English 
hero, Richard Coeur de Lion, unsuspectingly fell 
beneath the shaft of an obscure archer. 

The annihilation of the Roman army under Crassus, 
by the Parthians, at the battle of Carrhae, was owing 
to ^the expertness of the Parthians, as marksmen, 
aided by the superior knowledge of the ground on 
which they fought ; and never did the Romans sus- 
tain so signal a defeat as this, from the luxurious 
Asiatics, whom they were accustomed to despise. 
I1ie battle of CarrhsB may be considered as an epoch 
in the art of war ; inasmuch as it proved, that how- 
ever resistless the career of victory must be, in the 
hands of an army of superior force and conduct, over 
its adversaries in close fight, yet that, by the distant 
annoyance, and secret and partial attacks of men 
accustomed to the use of milsile weapons, although 
less warlike, they may be so hemmed in, harrassed, 
and reduced, as to be finally overpowered. Froissart 
relates, that the Romans dbtributed slingers in theii 
armies, procuring their most expert marksmen from 
the Balearic Islands (Majorca and Minorca). Dio- 
donis Sicnlus relates, Uiat in besieging a town, these 
slingers wounded and drove the garrison from their 
walls, throwing with such exactness, as rarely to miss 
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their mark ; this dexterity tliey acquired by constant 
exercises, being trained to it from their infancy ; their 
mothers pl|u:ed their daily food upon the top of a 
pole, and gave them no more than they beat {dpvra 
with stones from their slings. In later times, thi 
peasants of Brittany, taking part with the English in 
a battle fought in that province, between some English 
troops and the army of Louis d'Espagne, effected 
the overthrow of the latter, by assailing them unex* 
pectedly with bullets and slings. 

Lieutenant-Colonel M'Leroth, of the 95th, or 
rifle regiment, relates the following anecdotes of the 
skill of sharp-shooters, and the inefficacy of ordinary 
musketeers. 

" In an action of some importance, a mounted officer 
of the enemy was on the point of being made pri- 
soner ; one only way presented itself, by which he 
had a chance of escaping ; this was along the front 
of our line, within musket range ; he embraced this 
alternative ; and, although the whole brigade fired at 
him, both man and horse escaped with impunity/' 

Another fact, from the same authority, is equally 
curious. 

" In order to cover themselves as much as possible 
from the enemy's aim, at the siege of York town, 
our soldiers had each three bags of sand, to lay on 
the parapet ; two of these were placed with their ends 
at a little distance from each other, and the third 
crossed over the interval, leaving a small loop-hole 
for the soldiers to fire through : the American riflemen 
however were so expert, that on seeing a piece pro- 
truded through the hole, they levelled towards it, and 
penetrating the opening, frequently shot the men 
through the head. "^ ' 
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DIFFERENT KINDS OF FEAR. 

Vhen the British under Lord Nelson were bearing 
down to attack the combined fleets off Trafalgar, the 
first Lieutenant of the Revenge, on going to see that 
all hands were at their quarters, observed one of the 
men devoutly kneeling at the side of his gun ; so 
veiy unusual an attitude in an English sailor exciting 
his surprise and curiosity, he went and asked the man 
if he was afraid? " Afraid !'' answered the honest 
tar, with a countenance expressive of the utmost dis- 
dain, '* No : I was only praying that the enemy's 
shot may be distributed in the same proportion as the 
prize money, the greatest part among the officers." 

When the brave Corporal Caithness was asked 
after the battle of Waterloo if he was not afraid, he 
replied, " Afraid ! why I was in a' the battles of the 
Peninsula ?" and having it explained that the question 
merely related to a fear of losing the day, he said, 
*' Na, na, I did na fear that ; I was only afraid we 
shouM be a' killed before we had time to win it." 



FLYING BRIDGES. 

The flying bridges consti-ucted of boats, and used 
in military afiairs, are often attended with great diffi- 
culty and danger, and subject to the most fatal acci- 
dents. An unfortunate instance of this occurred at 
the evacuation of Nimeguen, in the campaign of 
1794 ; where, while the Dutch garrison were occupied 
in crossrog the river, an unlucky shot from the French 
batteries carried away the top of the mast, to which 
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the floating bridge was moored, and caused it to swing 
round to the enemy's side of the Waal ; in conse- 
quence of which, four hundred of the garrison were 
made prisoners. Those who remained in the town» 
to a much greater number, bereft of the means of e» 
cape, sunjen^ered to the besiegers. 

PIETY RESPECTED 

In an action with the French fleet in 1694-5, Cap- 
tain Killigrew, on coming up with the French vessel. 
Content, discovered that the whole of the crew were 
at prayers. He might have poured in bis broadside 
with great advantage ; this, however, he refused to 
do, saying, *' It is beneath the courage of the English 
nation to surprise their enemies in such a posture.** 
Poor Killigrew fell in the acUon. 



CLOSE ACTION. 

In the memorable victory gained by Earl Howe 
over the French fleet in the Channel, on the 1st of 
June, 1794, Sir Allan Gardner served as Rear Ad- 
miral of the White, and contributed by his intrepidity 
to the success of the action. On the morning of 
that day, the English and French fleets being in order 
of battle, when the British admiral threw out the 
signal to bear up, and for each ship to engage her 
opponent, Rear Admiral Gardner desired his crew not 
to fire until they should be ** near enough to scorch 
the Frenchmen's beards." 
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SEU'iDEVOTION. ' 

When the Saracens besieged the cities of Bene« 
ventnm and Capuy; in the year 874, the Xombanls, 
after a vain appeal to the successors of Charleihagae, 
implored the demency and aid of the Greek emperor. 
While the siege was carrying on against Beneventum, 
a liearless citizen dropped from the walls, passed the 
entrenchments, accomplished his commission to the 
emperor, and fell into the hands of the Barbarians as 
hfr was returning vrith the welcome news. They 
commanded him to assist their enterpriae, and deceive 
his countrymen, with the assurance that wealth and 
honours should be tlie reward of his sincerity, and 
that his &lsehood would be punished with immediate 
death. He affected to yield ; but as soon as he was 
conducted within hearing of the Christiaos on the 
rampart, he cried out with a loud voice, " Friends aod 
brethren, be bold and patient, maintain the city ; 
your sovereign is informed of your distress, and 
your deliverers are at hand. 1 know my doom, and 
commit my wife and children to your gratitude." 
The rage of the Arabs confirmed his evidence, and 
the self-devoted hero was transpierced with a hundred 
spears. 



A similar anecdote is related of M. d'Assas, a 
French officer in the regiment of Auvergne, who de- 
voted himself in a similar manner in the war in Ger- 
many. His behaviour was the more heroic, as mere 
sileiice was all that was required by the enemy who 
made him prisoner. 
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AN ANCIENT BRITON. 

In the reign of King William III. one Griffith a 
Welshman, had the misfortune (or rather good for- 
tune) to be taken by a French privateer, which not 
only plundered him of all his fishing tackle and cargo, 
but carried off his little sloop, an4 removed him and 
his crew, consisting only of another man and boy, on 
bo^rd of the privateer. In the night time, Uie French 
watch being under no apprehension from the few pri- 
soners, fell asleep upon the deck, which the vigilant 
captain observing, made the best of his time ; and 
arming himself with an hatchet, and his man and boy 
with handspikes, first fastened down the hatches on 
all the crew below, and fell to work with the watch, 
whom they killed, before they were well awake, and 
threw overboard ; Griffith, by this means, became 
master of the privateer, which, with the crew, the 
ancient Briton brought into an English port. 

His majesty was so charmed with the boldness of 
the action and the modesty of the Cambrian, who, 
instead of growing elate upon it, lamented only the 
loss of the little sloop, that he caused an inquiry to 
be made into his character ; and finding he had been 
a tar from his cradle, and always a bold and resolute 
man, ordered him into his presence, and a twenty-gun 
ship of war to be given him. He behaved so well in 
that station, that we find him pretty early in the next 
reign, captain of a thirty-gun ship, in one of the 
neutral ports in Italy, in which was likewise a seventy - 
gun French man of war. The two captains fell acci- 
dentally into company together, when the Frenchman 
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mdolged in some vain boasting as to his master's naval 
force ; and though he seemed to own that in a general 
engagement the English were rather more than a 
match for them, yet he contended, that the French, 
singly, ship for ship, equal burden, always prevailed 
by their superior number of men. The bold Briton 
denied the latter part of the position ; and fired with 
'indignation, told him if he had had the fortune to 
have met him at sea, he would have proved it by 
staking his little ship in opposition to his large one. 
I'he Frenchman, who looked on his adversary as a 
kind of British Gason, who had more courage than 
wit, tempted him yet further; and at last said he 
would give him the oppoitunity he wished for, by fol- 
lowing him to sea on the expiration of the neutral 
hours. Gri£5th took him at his word, and sailed away, 
leaving the French captain exulting in hin finesse, and 
joking through the town on the rashness of the fiery 
Welshman, with whom he promised to return in tow 
the next day. The two ships met at the place ap« 
pointed ; Griffiths welcomed the Frenchman by a 
broadside, and after that by another, before the 
enemy was ready to return the fire. The event 
of this naval duel, as we may call it, after a long and 
hot dispute, was, that the Frenchman being obIif,f hI 
to strike, was carried back again in triumph to In- 
born, to the great amazement, as well as diversion, of 
the whole town. 

I1ie brave Briton signified his success to the Admi- 
ralty in a letter written with his own hand, more laconic 
than elegant, and addressed To their Honours anil 
Glories of the Admiralty, As our valiant captain could 
r^v. I.:, .u:^ much better than he could write •« Mf 
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it gave as much pleasure to the Board, as the relation 
of the rise, progress, and event of the hardy action by 
the hand of the British consul at that place, did asto- 
nishment and vironder. The royal acknowledgement 
was sent him for his service, and he was ordered home 
with his prize. Upon his arrival, he was presented 
with the queen's pardon in form ^ which he was 
going to throw at the messenger's head, had not his ^ 
officers, and some gentlemen who were come to pay 
him a visit on his landing, interposed. All their en- 
deavours, however, could not make him understand, 
that in wantonly risking the queen's ship, he had in- 
curred the guilt of high treason ; swearing, '* That he 
saw no tieason in taking an enemy more than double 
his force." And though he was pacified when he 
found he was to command his own prize, yet he would 
not accept it, unless he had his brave boys to a man 
along with him. Her majesty was pleased not only 
to grant him this favour, but to leave to him also the 
nomination of his officers. 



THE BRITISH LION. 

Admiral O'Brien Drury, in his memorable ex- 
pedition against Macao, found the river near Canton 
locked up by armed junks, having thousands ci 
Chinese on board. " Apprehending," says he in a 
letter to a friend, " that they might fire their little 
petards, I advanced in my bai^ to explain to their ad- 
miral my peaceable intentions. When within about a 
hundred yards, they fired a shot which passed over the 
harge ; I still advanced ; two or three more shots passed 
over us ; I came within for^ yards, but endeavouring 
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to make myself beard, through my Chiaese ioterpreter, 
all their junks opened their fire on my boat with stones, 
and God knows what, until one of the mariners wai 
struck. The seamen in the other boats seeing mt 
fired at so furiously, were no longer under controul, 
but pulled close up, when I saw the necessity of giving 
them positive orders to keep back, well knowing that 
the total annihilation of their poor junks, and of Uie 
city of Canton, must havd been the inevitable con- 
sequence, bad I permitted a single musket to be fired, 
which was impatiently looked for by every one. J 
told the chief of the supercargoes," continues the 
brave admiral, ** that I never would consent to the 
slaughter of these defenceless multitudes ; but that 
if their commerce required to be supported by hos- 
tilities, and that if a single seaman of mine was killed, 
i would level Capton to the ground." 



MIUTARY INDIFFERENCE. 

" At the siege of Lerida," says Count de Bussy, " a 
company of us, all intimate friends, fell one day after 
dinner, drinking and singing. In the height of our 
jollity, ^e Chevalier de Valiere was called upon by 
the Marquess de la Trousse (who was to relieve him) 
for instructions concerning what works were to be 
carried on ; but the marquess seeing him eng^ed, 
was for putting it off. *' No, (said the chevalier) it 
is necessary that I should attend you along the 
trenches for your better information. So, gentlemen, 
your servant for half an hour." 

Within less tl.an a quarter of an hour, the Cheva- 
lier's servant came crying out, "that his master was 
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killed ;" and «o it actually «M, ror the n 
wha aflecled always to expose himieir DecdleKlf, 
walkiDg along the dyke a( the treDcbea. iostead of 
keeping within the gut, the chevalier scotning to 
■hew rnOK -caution, wu knocked on the head by ■ 
mnsket ball. After looking at each other in lilenc* 
for a moment (continues thu Couul), the aongt um) 
■glasses went round as brl^Jily as ir nothing at all had 
happened. 3o truo it is, thnt war uaoally hanlelu 
the heart of roan, even to the eTtinctiaa of hmnaB 
•enubili^." 

REVERSE OF FORTUNE. 
When Amer, who had conquered Penia and Tar- 
lary, wu defeated by Ismail, and taken prisoner, ha 
■at oil the ground, and a soldier prepared a coarsa 
nMal to appease his hunger. Ai this was bailing in 
ooe of the pots used for the food of the horses, a 
dog put his head into it ; but from the mouth of the 
vessel being loo small, he could not draw it out agaiit, 
and ran a^ajwiih both tiie pot and the meat. The 
eaptine monarch burst into a £t of laiigiiter and oa 
one of his guards demanding what cause upon earth 
i^ould inducti a person in his situation fa laugh, he 
replied, " It was but this morning the sleward of my 
boutehold complained, that three hundred catnejt 
■ere not enough to carry my Litrhen /urnimie; how 
easily it ia now borne by that dog, who hath carried 
awaj both my cooking hutnmenli and dinner." 
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CASTLE OF ARQUES. 

The Castle of Arques, io Normandy, which wai 
« place of importance ,in the time of William the 
f ^nqiieror, has been much distinguished by its numer 
rous sieges. In 1584, it was captured by a party of 
soldiers disguised like sailors, who, being sufifered to 
approach without distrust, put the sentinels to the 
sword, and made themselves masters of the fortress. 
In 1589, it obtained ite last and most honourable 
distinction, as the chief strong hold pf Henry IV. ; 
and as having, by the cannon from its ramparts, 
materially contributed to the glorious defeat of the 
army of the league, commanded by the Duke de 
Mayenne, when thirty thousand were compelled to 
retire before one-tenth of the number. When Henry's 
prisoner, the Count de Belin, previous to this battle, 
asked, how with such a handiul of men, he could 
expect to resist so powerful an amy 1 the king mag- 
nanimously replied) " Ajontez aux troupes que vous 
voyez, mon bon droit, et vous ne douterez plus de 
qiiel cAt6 sera la victoire." ** Add to the troops which 
you see, my right, and you will no longer doubt on 
which side victory will declare." Bonaparte, on visit- 
ing this field of battle, and ascertaining the position 
of the two armies, is said to have declared, that the 
king ought to have lost, for his tactics were alto- 
TSther faulty. 
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ALBIGENSIAN WAR. 

The Aibigeiisian war in the beginning of the thir- 
teenth century, commenced with the stcHining of 
Beaeres, and a massacre in which fifteen thousand 
persons, or according to some accounts sixty thousand, 
were put to the sword. Not a living soul escaped, 
as witnesses assure us. It was here that a Cistertian 
monk, who led on the Crusaders, being asked how 
the catholics were to be distinguished from here- 
tics, answered, " Kill them all ! God will know his 
own." 



MOORISH GENERAL. 

In an engagement between the Spaniards and Moors 
in 845, Almanzor, the Moorish general, seeing his 
troops beginning to fly, sat down in a field with his 
hands across, proclaiming, " he would there wait for 
death, since he was forsaken by his army." The 
soldiers, ashamed to desert their general, rallied, 
drove back the Spaniards in^ every direction, and ulti- 
mately gained a complete victory. 



HEROIC GRATITUDE. 

Lewis the Fourteenth, who had once bombarded 
Algiers, ordered the Marquess de Quesne to bombard 
it a second time, in order to punish their infidelity 
and insolence. The despair in which the Corsairs 
found themselves of not being able to beat the fleet 
off their coasts, which did them so much mischief. 
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causeH them to bring all the French slaves, and fSut- 
ening them to the mouths of their cannon, the dif- 
i^nt limbs of their bodies were blown even among 
the French fleet. 

An Algerine captain, who had been taken on a 
cruize, and veiy well treated by the French all the 
time he had been their prisoner, one day perceived, 
among those unfortunate Frenchmen who were doomed 
to the cruel fate just mentioned, an officer named 
Choiseul, from whom he had received the most signal 
acts of kindness. The Algerine immediately begged, 
entreated, and solicited in the most pressing manner, 
to save the life of that generous Frenchman ; but all 
was to no purpose. At last, when they were going to 
fire the cannon to which Choiseul was fixed, the cap- 
tain threw himself on the body of his friend, and 
closely embracing him in his arms, said to the can- 
nonier, ** Fire ! since- 1 cannot serve my benefactor, 
I will at least have the consolation to die with him.'' 
The Dey, in whose presence this scene passed, was 
so aflectcd with it, barbarous and savage as he was, 
that he now readily granted that fram dictates of 
humanity, which he had just before refused with so 
much savage ferocity. 

THE RECEIPT OF HEADS. 

In a battle fought on the banks of the Nile, be- 
tween the Mamluks and Mohammed Aly Pashaw, the 
former were victorious; and Shaheen Bey ordered 
his troops to give no quarter. He also announced a 
reward of one thousand paras (about £1. sterling) 
to any man wfio nhould bring him the head of an 
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Albanian or a Turk ; all the prisoners were in conse- 
quence beheaded, and the heads brought for their 
reward to M. Salaroe, who was then Secretary to 
Shaheen Bey, and who thus complains of his situa- 
tion. " My forced employment on this unpleasant* 
occasion/' he s^ji,** altogether was almost my death -, 
besides the daily hunger and discomfort to which f 
was exposed ; all the men who succeeded in getting 
one or more heads of ^e enemy, were sent to me^ 
being cashier, with orders from Shaheen Bey for 
payment of the reward ; and willing to pay me great 
compliments en their reaching the entrance of my 
tent, they used to roll the heads to the bottom of it 
all about me, saying, " May you see your enemies in 
this state.** Notwithstanding, I requested them very 
earnestly not to pay me this distinguished compli- 
ment, and that t would pay them with great plea- 
sure without it ; yet they would not cease doin^ 
it, until I went and begged Shaheen Bey, who 
laughed me, and said, that "I was not a good 
soldier." 

On the next morning, when the attack, or rather 
massacre, was over, Shaheen Bey returned triumphant 
to the camp, with a procession of many heads before 
him, raised upon the points of the lances ; they were 
afterwards stuck all round the camp, as a commemo- 
ration of the victory. 



DEVICE FOR CASES OF INVASION. 

When the French made a descent at Fishguard, ii| 
Wales, during the revolutionary war, Lord Cawdor, 
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who could muster only a handful of Tolunteers to 
oppose the invaders, adopted an expedient which is 
said to have been practised as early as at the battle 
of the Standard in the twelfth century ; that of col- 
lecting all the women, who, in Wales, as well as in 
Yorkshire, generally wear long red cloaks. Thus at- 
tired, he ordered them to defile among the hills in 
Aill view of the enemy, and to present themselves at 
different points, in order to give an idea of increasing 
numbers. Hiis ruse de guerre had the desired efiect ; 
and these modem Amazons, from the peculiarity of 
costume, and their marchings and counter-marchings, 
were taken for regular infantry in warlike array ; the 
enemy was thus kept in check until the country was 
raised, and a sufficient force collected, to compel the 
invaders to betake themselves with precipitation to 
their ships. 

PRINCE OF COMMERCI. 

In a skirmish which preceded the celebrated battle 
of Hersan, gained by the Imperialists over the Turks 
in 1687, the comet of the first company in the regi- 
ment of Commerci, suffered his standard to be taken. 
The Prince de Commerci instantly demanded per- 
mission of the Duke de Lorraine, to go and raise 
another against the infidels. After much solicitation, 
he obtained his wishes, and instantly darted forward 
with great ardour towards a Turk, who bore a banner 
at the end of his zagaye or lance. He fired his pis- 
tol at him, but without eflfect ; then throwing it down 
in order to use his sword, the Mussulman profited by 
this moment, to thmst his lance into the side. The 
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pnoije coolly seized hold of it with his left band, 
and with his right gave his adversary such a blow 
with his sword on the head, as to cleave ki in ^o. 
He then lore the laoce from his body, and carried the 
fiiiits of his victory^ stained with his own blood, to his 
general; and after having the cornet called before 
him, he thus calmly addressed him : " Here, sir, is 
a standard which 1 confide to you. It has cost me 
rather dear, and it will give me pleasure if you Re- 
serve it better than the one you so recently lost." 
1 his handsome reprimand is almost as much to be 
admired as the actioa itself. The emperor, with the 
view of recompensing the young prince in a mannei 
worthy of him, had the standard placed in the prin- 
cipal temple of his capital with extraordinary cere- 
monies; and the empress sent to the Prince of 
Cornmerci, a standard of her own making, to replace 
that which the first company in his regiment had 
lost. 



ENGLISH VENGEANCE. 

In 1665, the gallant Admiral Blake was sent into- 
the Mediterranean atjthe head of a powerful Beet, to- 
obtain satisfaction for various injuries done to the per- 
sons and property of English subjects during the civil 
wars. He first reduced Algiers to submission, and then 
entering the Bay of Tunis, demanded reparation for 
the robberies committed upon the English by the 
pirates of that place, and insisted that the captive 
of his nation should be set at libeity. The governor 
having planted batteries along the shore, and 
drawn up his ships uod^r the castles, sent Blake a 
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haughty and insolent answer ; " There are our Castlei 
ofGoletta and Porto Ferino/' said he, "on which 
you may do your worst;" adding other menaces 
and insults, and maintaining in terms of ridicule, the 
inequality of a fight between ships and castles. 
Blake had also demanded leave to take in water, which 
the barbarians refused. 1'ired with this inhuman 
treatment, he curled his whiskers, as was his custom 
when he was angry, and entering Porto Ferino with 
his great ships, discharged his shot so fast upon the 
batteries and castles, that in two hours the guns were 
dismounted, and the works forsaken, though he was 
at first exposed to the fire of sixty cannon. He then 
ordered his officers to send out their long boats well 
manned, to seize nine of the piratical ships lying in 
the roadstead, while he continued himself firing upon 
the castle. The order was so bravely executed, that 
with the loss of only twenty-five men killed, and 
forty-eight wounded, all the ships were fired in the 
sight of Tunis. Sailing thence to Tripoli, he con- 
cluded a peace with that power ; then returning to 
Tunu, he found nothing but submission. Such in- 
deed was his reputation, that he met with no further 
opposition, but went about collecting a kind of tri- 
bute from the Princes of the Mediterranean, of whom 
it was his business to demand reparation for all the 
injuries ofiered to the English during these civil wars. 
He sent home, it is said, sixteen ships, laden with the 
effects which he had received from several states. It 
was after reading one of Blake's despatches announ- 
cing these successes, that Cromwell made use of his 
memorable expressions, that *' he hoped to make the 
name of an Englishman as great as ever that of a 
Koman had been/' 
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SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR. 
At the siege of Gibraltar in 1781, the Spaniardi 
made the most tremendous preparations to force the 
obstinate ganison to surrender. Their batteries were 
mounted with two hundred guns of the heaviest metal, 
and with eighty mortar pieces of the largest size. 
For three weeks this prodigious artillery continued to 
pour forth an almost incessant shower of shot and 
shells, so much so, that in that time they had consumed 
100,000 lb. of gunpowder, and had thrown into the 
town four or five thousand shot or shells every twenty^ 
four hours. 

By such an immense bombardment, the town was 
almost totally laid in ruins, and the greatest part 
of the efl^ts belonging to the inhabitants were de- 
stroyed ; but the loss of human lives wa» much less 
than could be expected ; and many instances are re- 
lated of veiy extraordinary escapes from the de- 
structive po\rar of these ep^nes, which it seems diffi- 
cult to account for. A corporal had the muzzle of 
his fire lock closed, and the barrel twisted like a 
Fiench-hom, by a shell, without any injury to his 
person. A shell happened to fall into a tent where 
two soldiers were asleep, without waking them by its 
fall ; a seijeant in an adjacent tent heard it, and ran 
nearly forty yards to a place of safety, when he re* 
collected the situation of his comrades. Thinking 
the shell had fallen blind, he returned, and awakened 
them ; both immediately ros^e, but continued by the 
place debating on the narrow escape they had had^ 
when the shell exploded, and forced them with great 
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violence against a garden wall. On the new year's day 
1792, an officer of artillery observed a shell falling 
towards the place where he stood, and got behind a 
traverse for protection. This he had scarcely done, 
when the shell fell into the traverse, and instantly 
entangled him in the rubbish. One of the guard, 
named Martin, observing his distress, generously risked 
his own life in defence of his officer, and ran to ex- 
tricate him ; finding his own efforts ineffectual, he 
called for assistance, when another of the guard 
joining him, they relieved the officer from his situation, 
and almost the same instant the shell burst, and the 
traverse was levelled to the ground. Martin wa& 
afterwards promoted and rewarded by the governor, 
who told him at the same time that he should equally 
have noticed him for attending to a comrade. A 
shell happening to fall into the room where Ensign 
Mackenue, of the 73rd regiment, was sitting, carried 
away part of his chair, and fell into the room below, 
when it burst, lifting him and the chair in the air 
from the floor without farther injury. 

Two boys belonging to the Artificers' Company 
were endowed with such wonderftil strength of vision, 
that they could see the shot of the enemy in the air 
almost as soon as it came from the mouth of the 
gun ; and were therefore constantly placed upon 
some part of the works, to give notice to the soldiers 
of the approaching danger. During the time of the 
hottest fire, however, the men were so habituated to 
the fail of shells and shot around them, that they 
contracted an insensibility of danger, and almost 
required to be cautioned by their officers to avoid the 
explosion of a shell, when lying with the fusee 
106. » 
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burning at their feet. In consequence of this inat- 
tention, they frequently neglected the advice of the 
boys, and their neglect was productive of fatal efiects. 
An instance of this happened in the Princess Amelia's 
batteiy, where a shot thus disregarded came through 
one of the capped embrasures, carried off one of the 
]^s from eacb of three soldiers, and wounded a 
fourth in both. In other cases, in which the persons 
themselves have observed the shot or shells coming 
towards them, they have been fascinated by its ap- 
pearance, and unii)ie to move from the spot, as small 
birds are said to be from the ratde-snake. "This 
sodden arrest of the faculties," says Captain Drink- 
virater, the able historian of this memorable «ege, " was 
nothing uaoommon ; several instances occurred to 
my own observation, where men totally free have had 
their senses «o engaged by a shell in its descent, that 
though sensiUe of their danger, even so far as to cry 
for assistance, they have been immoveably fixed to 
the {dace. But what is more remarkable, these men 
have so instantaneously reoovered themselves on its ML 
to the ground, as to remove to a place of safety before 
the shell burst." In this manner Lieutenant Lome, 
of the 12di regiment, was fauKnnated by a shot which 
he saw coming, but had not power to remove from 
the place before it fell upon him, and took off 
his leg. 

When these sheik burst, they produced instant 
and certain destruction, mangUag in the most dread- 
Ml manner, of which there were several instances. 
A Matrosi had the misfortune to break his thigh by 
some accident ; but being a man of great spirit, he 
oottld scarcely bear the confinement necessary for his 
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ttconxy. He went abroad too soon* and unfortu- 
nately broke the bone a second time. Being now 
confined to bed, a shell happened to fall into the 
room where he was, and rebounding, lodged itself 
directly upon him* The convalescent and sick in- 
stantly summoned all their strength, and crawled out 
of the room, while the poor Matross lay below the shell, 
kept down by its weight, and utterly unable to stir. 
In a few seconds it burst, took off bodi his legs, and 
scorched him in a dreadful manner. He survived Uie 
explosion, was sensible to the last moment, and died 
regretting that he had not been killed on the batteries. 

A soldier of the 73rd regiment was knocked down 
by the wind of a shell, which instantly bursting, 
killed his companion, and mangled himself in a 
shocking manner. His skull was dreadfully fractured ; 
his left arm broken in two places ; one of his legs 
shattered ; the skin and muscles torn off from part 
of his right hand ; and his whole body most severely 
scorched and marked with gunpowder. He pre- 
sented so horrid an object to the surgeons, that they 
had not the least hope of saving his life. He was 
that evening trepanned ; a few days afterwards his leg 
was amputated, and other wounds and fractures were 
dressed. In eleven weeks, this man's cure was com- 
pletely efiected. 

A shell from the lines fell into a house where the 
town major. Captain Burke, with Majors Mercier 
and Vignoles, were sitting. It took off Major I'urke's 
thigh ; afterwards fell through the floor into the cellar ; 
where it burst, and forced the flooring, with the un- 
fortunate major, up to the ceiling. When assistance 
cane, they found him almost buried in the ruins of 
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the room, and he died soon after. Majors Mercier 
and Vignoles had time to escape before the shell buiit ; 
nevertheless, they were slightly wounded by the 
splinter, as were a Serjeant and his daughter, who 
happened to be in the cellar when the shell entered. 

During this siege, provisions became very dear; 
partly through the avarice of some of the inha- 
bitants, who boarded up and concealed a quantity of 
aiticles in order to procure an advanced price. This 
so enraged some of the soldiers, that they brokfe into 
several of the houses, and committed all sorts of dis- 
sipation, waste, and extravagance, even going so far 
as to roast a pig by a fire made of cinnamon. I'he 
following is a list of the prices of provisions during 
this siege. 







£ ». d. 


A round of beef, per lb. 


, at auction 


3 1| 


A bullock's heart 


• • 


9 4 


Onions, per lb. • 


• • 


2 4 


Potatoes ditto . 


• 


2 4i 


Veal ditto . 


• • 


3 14 


Mutton ditto 


• • 


3 11 


Bullock's liver ditto . 


• . 


1 2i 


Bullock's head, without 


t a tongue . 


1 1 H 


Bullock's tongue 


• • 


7 61 


Fresh tripe, per lb. 


• • 


3 1 


Ditto pork ditto . 


• • 


3 11 


Ham ditto . 


• • 


3 llf 


A hog's pluck 


• • 


14 Oi 


A calfs head and feet . 


• • 


1 12 6f 


A calfs pluck . 


. • 


14 0^ 


A goat*s head • 


» * 


l» 7 6 


Goat, per lb. 


» 


u 3 \\\ 
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£ f. d. 

Aturk^ 2 6 10| 

Agoose 1 8 6i 

A pair of ducks . . . • 1 1 If 
A pair of fowls • . .111) 

A pair of chickens . . • 14 0| 
A pair of pigeons . . » 9 4| 
IxMif sugar, per lb. by auction . 16 6^ 

Tea ditto 1 8 6^ 

Butter and cheese ditto . .048 

An egg 7| 

Bread, per lb. . . . 1 6^ 

A pint of milk . . .014 

A bottle of rum . . . . 3 11^ 
A bottle of Malaga wine .048 



FIGHTING AN OLD FRIEND. 

The Honourable Captain William Paget, when 
commander of the Romney, a fifty-gun ship, had a 
memorable action with a French frigate, La SybilU, 
in the harbour of Myconi. The French officer was 
an old acquaintance, and one with whom he had lived 
in habits of friendship. Captain Paget sent a boat 
to him saying he was sony they had met under such 
circumstances, but that he must desire him to sur- 
render. He xeoeived for answer, that the captain of 
La SybiUe well knew Captain Paget's force (the 
Romney being short of her complement by seventy- 
five men), and that he would defend himself to the 
last extremity. The Frenchmen fired first, aided by 
four armed vessels, which weie stationed so as to rak* 
the Romney* Captain Paget hiiviog observed that 
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from the situation of his ship, some mischief would 
ensue to the inhabitants of Myconi, patiently sus> 
tained this powerful attack without returning a single 
■hot, until, by getting a spring upon his cable, he had 
brought the Romney into a situation where the eannon 
might play without doing any injury to the town ; he 
then gave his broadside with three cheers from his 
crew. The Frenchman returned the salute, and a 
warm contest ensued, in which the Romney was ulti- 
mately victorious. The histoiy of this action is often 
lepeated in the Archipelago, though it is not much 
knovm in England. 

CONVEYING A MESSAGE. 

In the beginning of the tenth century, the 
Petchenegians, from whom the Cossacks of the 
present day Bie said to be decended, ravaged Russia, 
and laid siege to the city of Kiof. The city, sor- 
ix>unded on all sides by the enemy, could neither 
receive provisions, nor give advice of the danger which 
menaced them, to General Prititch, who was en- 
deavouring to succour the place, but dreading the 
superiority of the besiegers, had halted on the 
opposite bank of the river. The inhabitants of Kiof, 
reduced to the greatest extremity of famine, bad 
taken the resolntkm to surrender ; when a young man 
presented himself, and offered to convey a message to 
General Prititch of the necessity of speedy succour. 
He quitted the city with a bridle in his hand, un- 
perceived by the enemy, and mixing among theni 
inquired if any one had seen his horse. As he 
wpckt their language very fluently, they took him for 
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one of their own tribe. Assisted by tbis deceit, be 
reached the bank of the river, when, stripping off his 
clothes, he threw himself into it to swim across. The 
Petchenegians then discovered their error, and dis- 
charged a cloud of arrows after him, none of which 
reached him. 

Prititch learning the pressing necessity of hazarding 
every thing for the relief of the place, embarked his 
soldiers at day break. The enemy, ignorant of what 
was passing, and unacquainted with the force and 
designs of Prititch, thought that the prince himself 
had arrived with all his troops ; they therefore re- 
tired in haste, and the city was delivered. 

GEORGE THE SECOND. 

It was once found an impracticable task, to make 
George the Second acquiesce in a judgment passed 
by a court martial on the conduct of two officers 
high in the army. His majes^ was, on all occasions, 
impatient of arguments which tended to disprove the 
correctness of his opinions ; but in the present case, 
ministers had also to war against the influence of his 
natural bravery, which was a bright quality in his 
character. One of the officers had made himself 
amenable to military law, by fighting in oj^wsitios 
to the orders of his commander in chief, instead oi 
retreating ; by which act of disobedience, the gene- 
ral's well laid plans were frustrated. On these cir- 
cumstances being detailed to the king, his majesty 
exclaimed, «0h! the one fight, the other run 
away." ** Your majesty will have the goodness to 
understand, that General did not run away ; 
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it was necessiry for the accomplishment ot hb schemes, 
that he should cause the army to retreat at that 
critical moment ; this he would have conducted Mrith 
his wcmted skill, but for the breach of duly in the 
officer under the sentence of the court martial." " I 
understand/' impatiently returned the king; "one 
fight, he was right; the other run away, he was 
wrong." It was in vain that ministers renewed their 
arguments and explanations ; his majesty could not, 
or rather would not, understand the difierence between 
a disgraceful flight and a politic retreat; they were 
therefore obliged to end a discussion which merely 
drew forth the repetition of the same judgment — 
*' The one face the enemy and fight, he right ; the 
other turn his back and not fight, he wrong.' 



t9 



THE AMBITION OF CONQUEST. 

When Fyrrhus, King of Epinis, invaded Italy 
with a well appointed army, he had for his friend and 
councellor, Cineas the phUosopher, from an idea that 
the eloquence of an enemy will often do as much as 
the sword. " Your majesty," says Cineas, " intends 
to march against the Romans ; should the gods be so 
gracious as to render you victorious, what advantage 
would you derive from your conquest V* " Were the 
Romans subdued by my arms," replied Pyrrhus. 
" all Italy then would be ours." " Supposing our- 
selves masters of all that countiy," rejoined Cineas, 
"how should we proceed neztV Pyrrhus replied, 
" Why then Sicily will fall a conquest next." " But.*' 
said Cineas, "shall we end there?" "End there ! 
BO, certainly not," replied Pyrrhus, with an air of 
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emotum ; " can xre stop short in so glorious a career ? 
If the gods contiiiue to favour us, Carthage, with all 
Africa, Macedonia, and eveiy province of Greece, 
will become subject to us/' " And when we have 
achieved all this bow shall we dispose of ourselves V 
said Cineas. " Dispose of ourselves ! why, to be 
sure, live at our ease ; eat, drink, and be meny V* 
" Ah ! my sire," interrupted Cineas, " and what pie- 
vents us from doing this now ? Why should we go 
so far in search of happiness already in our power, 
and be paying so dear for what it is so uncertain to 
obtain V 



RIGOURS OF A TROPICAL CLIMATE. 

When General Lake, after his successful campaign 
against Holker in 1803-4, had resolved on withdraw- 
ing into the Company's territories, the hot season was 
unfortunately far advanced. The thermometer in the 
shade frequently exceeded 130 degrees of Fahrenheit ; 
so that even when encamped, asd under the shelter 
of their tents, the suffering of the soldiers were ex- 
cruciating. During four days of their march, they 
buried on an average from ten to fifteen Europeans a 
day. Young men who set out in the morning full of 
spirits, and in all the vigour of health, dropped dead 
immediately on reaching the encampment ground, 
and many were smitten on the road by the over- 
powering force of the sun ; especially when at the 
meridian, the rays darted downwards like a torrent 
of fire, under which many a brave and athletic man 
fell without the possibility of receiving any relief 
The persons who were thus struck, saddenly turned 
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giddy, foamed at the mouth, and as iDStantaneously 
became lifeless. The miseiy was faither increased 
by the scarcity of water, ovring to the debility or 
mortality that prevailed among the bbeasties, er 
persons employed in procuring this inestimable arti- 
cle. Numbers of these water-carriers perished through 
the fatigue which they underwent in this fiery cU- 
mate, where the natives sufier more than even 
Europeans themselves, when called to any extraor- 
dinaiy exertion. Water! water! became the eager 
cry of all, but little or none was at last to be found. 
A seapoy, overcome with thirst and fatigue on the 
road, ofibred a rupee, which was all he had, for a 
draught ; but the bheasty whom he addressed, having 
but a small drop in his leather bag which he was 
hurrying to bring to his master, passed on, when the 
seapoy, in a state of frenzy, snatched up his musket, 
and shot himself through the head. 



ABU TAKER. 

In the year 900, the Carmathians , led by Abu Taher, 
made a daring inroad beyond the Tigris, and ad- 
vanced to the gates of Bagdad with no more than 
five hundred horse. By the special order of Moc- 
tader, the Caliph of Bagdad, the bridges had been 
broken down, and the person or head of the rebel was 
expected eveiy hour. The Caliph's lieutenant, from 
a motive of fear or pity, apprised Abu Taher of his 
danger, and recommended a speedy escape. " Youi 
master," said the intrepid Carmathian to the messen- 
ger, " is at the head of thirty thouRand soldiers ; 
three such men as tiiese are wanting to his host." 
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Then turning to three of his companions, he com- 
manded the first to plunge a dagger in his hreast; 
the second to leap into the Tigris •, and Ae third to 
cast himself headlong down a precipice. They 
obeyed without a murmer. "Relate,'* continued 
Abu Taher, " what you have seen ; before the even- 
ing, your general shall be chained among my dogs." 
Before the evening, the camp was surprised, and the 
menace was executed. 



EXPERT ARCHER. 

It is related by Zosimus, in his account of the 
battle between Constantius and Magnentius at Mursa, 
that a soldier, whose name was Menelaus, possessed 
the art of shooting three arrows from his bow at one 
diiehafge, and with them could strike three different 
persons. By this skilful expedient, says the historian, 
he kiUed a great number of those virho opposed him ; 
and the enemy, it might also be said, were defeated 
by a single archer. Unfortssatefy, however, this 
valuable man at last fell by the hands of Romulus, a 
general of the army of Magnentius, whom he liad ifarst 
wounded by aa arrow. 



MINING. 

In the siege of Toumay* which, after twenty-one 
days, surrendered to the Duke of Marlborough and 
Prinoe Eugene, mining was resorted to by both the 
besiegers and the beueged, and the coasequencef 
were often dreadful. The English mineis often mtt 
and fought with those of the exiemy ; and sometimes 
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the troops, mistaking friends for foes, killed tbor 
fellow soldiers ; sometimes whole companies entered 
the mines at the very moment when they were ready 
primed for explosion. They were often inundated 
with water, suffi>cated with smoke, or buried alive in 
the cavities, and left to perish ; and on some occa? 
sions, whole battalions were blown into the air, and 
their limbs scattered to a distance, like lava from a 
volcano. One day M. de Surville made a sally, and 
drove the besiegers from a post they had taken ; but 
being repulsed, and one hundred and fifty men having 
taken possession of the lodgement, the enemy sprung 
a mine, blew them all into the air, and overturned all 
the gabions. On a subsequent day, an inhabitant 
of Tournay went to the Eari of Albemarle, and 
offered to discover one of the principal mines of the 
citadel, on condition that he would make him head 
gaoler of all the prisons in Tournay ; thb was agreed 
to, and the man performed what he had undertaken ; 
BO that three hundred men were posted in the mine, 
and eight hundred in the town ditch to support them ; 
but in the middle of the night, M. de Megrigny sprung 
two mines, one immediately under the large mine, in 
which all the three hundred men, before mendoned, 
were stifled ; and the other threw up part of the ditch, 
and buried a hundred men. 



DUTCH DEPUTIES. 

In the war of the Confederates with France, in the 
reign of Queen Anne, the Deputies of the States of 
Holland ^ere a constant obstruction to the views of 
I'nnce Eugene and the Duke of Marlborough. The 
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duke WHS one day asked how it happened, that Alex- 
ander the Great, and many other heroes, bad in one 
year made such considerable progress, and that now 
all the greatest and most able generals could do, was 
to take two or three towns in the course of a whole 
campaign ? ** The reason," said the duke, *' is ob- 
vious enough ; Alexander and other heroes never 
bad any Deputies from the States General in their 
camps. 



SEVERITY OF DISCIPLINE. 

Frederick the Great was one of the most rigid dis- 
ciplinarians that ever commanded an army ; and al- 
though he was not deficient in humani^, yet in order to 
preserve strict subordination in his army, he sometimes 
acted with a degree of severity that would appear 
cruel in others. When he was once persuaded of 
what he conceived to be the necessity of any mea- 
sure, and had formed his plan, he stifled in his soul 
every emotion of tenderness which might interfeie in 
its execution. Of this severity the following are two 
striking instances. A common soldier of the bat- 
talion of guards was so familiar with the king, that be 
had the liberty of entering his chamber without being 
imnouneed. He often used this liberty in asking 
money of Frederick, which he generally spent in the 
alelMnise. Whenever the king refused what he asked 
for, sa^ng he had no money, the soldier would reply, 
** Fritz, look into thy leather purse, and thou wilt there 
find some few ducats remaining." 

This soldier being one day on guard, had a dis- 
pute witn his officer, and presented his bayonet, as if 
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he intended to stab him. The officer caused him to 
be arrested, and the matter was reported to the king 
who ordered him to be tried for the offence. The 
council of war condemned him to die, and the sen- 
tence being brought to the king, he signed it withoat 
saying a word. Every one supposed he would re- 
ceive the king's mercy, and the criminal was himsell 
so much convinced of it, that he made no prepara- 
tions for death ; and even to the very moment of his 
execution, he supposed that they meant only to 
punish him by fear. However, he was deceived, and 
executed. 

In the first war of Silesia, the king being desirous 
of making, in the night time, some alterations in his 
<:amp, ordered that under pain of death, neither fire 
nor candle should be burning in the tents after a cer- 
tain hour. He went round the camp himself, to see 
that his orders were obeyed ; and, as he passed by 
Captain Zietem's tent, he perceived a light. He 
entered, and found the captain, sealing a letter, which 
he had just finished writing to his wife, whom he 
tenderly loved. ** What ai-e you doing there V said 
the king; "Do not you know the orders?" Zietem 
threw himself at his feet, and begged mercy, but he 
neither could nor attempted to deny his fault. " Sit 
down,'' said the king to him, ** and add a few words 
I shall dictate.'' The officer obeyed, and the king 
dictated ; '• To-morrow I shall perish on a scafiR>ld/' 
Zietern wrote it, and be was executed the next day. 



WAR. 51 



WAR ELEPHANTS. 

In former wars in India, it was customary for the 
sovereign, or commander>in-chief of the native armies, 
to ride upon an elephant; and several battles have 
been lost from the circumstance of the chiefs quitting 
their elephants, and being supposed by their troops to 
be slain, when they no longer appeared in their former 
elevated situation. The elephants, used in war, were 
cased in iron, and the howdahs secured by plates of 
brass. They were sometimes employed in storming, 
or assisting soldiers to ascend the walls of fortresses 
without a ditch, and putting their heads against the 
gates to burst them open ; for this reason, the gates 
have in many instances large iron nails, a foot long, 
and an inch square at the base, to prevent their pres- 
sure. To counteract this, the elephants had iron 
plates on the front of their foreheads.. In the time of 
Akbar, they wece used in war with swivels on their 
backs ;. and at the siege of Chitoor, they were intra- 
doced into tiie fort to destroy the garrison, who re- 
fused to receive quarter : having given themselves up 
to despair. Dow tell us, that the scene was most 
shocking ; the brave Rajahpoots, rendered more 
valiant by desperation, crowded around the elephants, 
seized them even by their tusks, and inflicted upon 
them unavailing wounds. The terrible animals trod 
down the native Indians under their feet " like grass- 
hoppers ;" or winding them in their powerful trunks, 
tossed them aloft in the air, or dashed them against 
the walls and pavement. 

Marco Polo jelates, that the grand Khan in one 
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of his expeditions, and in action, was stationed in a 
large wooden castle, borne on the backs of four ele- 
phants, whose bodies were protected with a covering 
of thick leather, hardened by fire. Their castle con- 
tained many crossbowmen, and on it was hoisted the 
imperial standard. 



MAJOR ANDRE. 

In the year 1780, General Arnold, who from his 
rank and talents had been in great favour with the 
Americans, quitted their ranks, and joined the British 
army. This, though a valuable acquisition, was too 
dearly purchased by the degradation and death of the 
brave and amiable Major Andr6, who volunteered his 
services to make arrangements with Arnold on the 
occasion. By some accident, Major Andre was com- 
pelled to remain disguised within the American lines 
all night, and next morning was discovered, after he 
had passed them on his way to New York. He was 
seized confined, tried, and sentenced to be hanged 
as a spy, notwithstanding every remonstrance that 
could be urged against it. An American captain, 
and a Lieutenant Bowman, of the republican army, 
were selected as his guard, the day before his execu- 
tion. The latter officer, who died in 1818, describes 
Major Andr6 as maintaining the utmost firmness and 
composure ; so much so, that when his attendants 
were silent and melancholy, he would, by some cheer- 
ful remark, endeavour to dispel the gloom. 

Although not a murmur nor a sigh escaped him, his 
composure was the result, not of the want of sensi- 
bility, or a disregard of life, but of ihose proud and 
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lofty feelings, the characteristics of trae greatness ol 
mind, which raises the soul above the influence of 
events, and enables the soldier, with unfaltering nerve 
and steady eye, to meet death in whatever form it may 
approach him ; for in his sleep, nature would play 
her part ; and home and friends — his country and his 
fieime — his sisters and his love, would steal upon his 
heart, contrasting their fancied pleasures with his 
certain pain, and render his dreams disturbed, and his 
sleep fi^ and troubled. 

Early in the morning, the hour of his execution was 
announced. His countenance did not alter. His 
servant on entering the room burst into tears. " Leave 
me," said he to him with great sternness, ** until you 
can behave more manfully." The breakfast was fur- 
nbhed from the table of General Washington. He 
ate as usual, then shaved and dressed himself ; placed 
his hat upon the table, and cheerfully said, " I am 
ready at any moment, genUemen, to wait upon 
you/* 

Captain Bowman described it as being a day of 
settied melancholy, and that Major Andr6 was, appa- 
rently, the least affected. To General Washington 
it was a trial of excruciating pain. It was with great 
difficulty that he placed his name to the warrant of his 
execution. 

Captain and Lieutenant Bowman walked arm 

in arm with INIajor Andr^. It is well known that he 
had solicited to be shot ; and it was not until he came 
within sight of the gallows, that he kpew the manner 
of his death. <* It is too much," said he, momenta- 
rily shrinking. " I had hoped,'* added he, recover- 
ing himself, " that it might have been otherwise. 
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But I pray you to bear witness that I die like a sol« 
dier." 



YOUTHFUL ENTHUSIASM. 

During the war which terminated the power of 
Bonaparte in Germany, the greatest enthusiasm pre- 
vailed in Prussia. Nearly a thousand young per- 
sons, among whom were seen the ions of the best 
femilies, marched with ardour to the contest, and 
of these but a few hundreds escaped death. The 
greater part of these young persons had quitted the 
peaceful halls of the colleges and universities ; several 
distinguished men of letters, for instance. Messieurs 
Stefiens and Jahn, repaired, among the number of t^e 
officers, to the field of honour. The word of com- 
mand was received by the young soldier, from that 
mouth which had instructed him on the forms of the 
school. These volunteers ardently desired to be en- 
gaged, but they did not yet appear accustomed to 
severe discipline ; and several of them were of such 
a tender age, that it could not be expected they would 
long be able to support the fatigues of war. A boy 
ten years of age was seen at Dresden, supplicating 
the officers, with tears in his eyes, to receive him 
among the volunteers ; and if he was not old enough 
to carry a musket, to give him at least a drum ; every 
one, of course, rejected him, for he was not eveq 
strong enough to serve as a drummer, but he still per- 
sisted in his request. Another child, who had eloped 
from Breslau to follow the army, was advertised by 
his parents in the public papers. 
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RESPECT FOR THE SANCTUARIES OF 
THE DEAD. 

When the Swedish army under the commiuid pf 
Charles the Twelfth, was obliged to abandon Conr- 
land, and to surrender Mittau to the Russians, after 
a siege of fifteen days, the conquerors found, on 
taking possession of the place, that the tombs in the 
cathedral had been opened, and the remains of their 
princes scattered about the passages. Apprehensive 
that this profjemation might be imputed to them, they 
refused to take possession of the temple, until a 
Swedish colonel had given them a written acknow- 
ledgment, that this sacrilege was the act of his own 
countiymen. 

BATTLE OF CAMPERDOWN. 

In the battle of Camperdown, when Admiral Lord 
Duncan gained so important a vietory over the Dutdi 
fleet, there were several women on board the Vene- 
rable, the English admiral's flag ship. Among these, 
a sailor's wife was shot by the side of her husband, 
whom she was assisting at his gun. Another young 
woman had the lanthorn boitle shot ftom her hand, 
while she was holding it for the surgeon to dress the 
wounds of her father ; and perceiving him look terri- 
fied, she ran to him and cried, " If you have not 
received any more hurt, never mind the lanthorn. I 
am safe and sound, thank God, bat how are you f O 
father, how are you V 

The description of the general bravery of the 
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crew in this brilliant action, can only be surpassed in 
its effects by the account of the desolation of the victor, 
as well as the vanquished ships, after the battle was 
gained. The Dutch vesseh were a wreck of human 
nature and human art. The vessels fore an^ aft, 
from the stem to the stem, were clogged with car- 
casses ; the scuppers were running with blood in such 
torrents, that the foot of caution itself could not 
move without receiving some sanguinary mark ; and 
finally, multitudes of beings, in the pride of tiieir 
days, and who never met, scarcely in the same hemis- 
phere, till the moment of battle, were now covered 
with wounds ; and so defaced and disfigured, that the 
surviving mariner was unable even to distinguish his 
messmate, the father his son, or the child his ^tther. 

After the capture of the fieet, as the Dutch admiral 
was ascending the side of the Venerable, to do 
homage to the British conqueror, a sailor who had 
been on the watch some time, no sooner saw De 
Winter mounting the vessel, than be eagerly thrust 
his head from an open port hole, and exclaimed, 
" Mynheer admiral, we have been long on the look 
out for you, and I am glad to see you with all my 
heart ; you will be kindly received on the quarter* 
deck I am positive ; so you ought to be, for you 
fought us like a dragon, and knocked us about with 
your balls like nine pins, for which I hope you will 
let me first shake your honour's hand/' De Winter 
presented his hand, and the blunt English sailoi 
received it respectfully. 

Lord Duncan's reception of his venerable captive 
was an interesting sight. He stood ready at the 
border of the ship to ofifer him the embi-ace of a 
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generous victor, (ally sensible of the braveiy of the van- 
quished. De Winter was much a£^ted ; and with deep 
emotion exclaimed, " O, admiral ; yon see befine 
you the only Dutch naval commander ever taken 
alive; but why should I droop? a thousand open 
mouths of my ship, and of your's also, bear witness 
and will all speak for me. They will certify that I 
did not quit my vessel till she was a wreck/' 

PLATOFF'S SON. 

The Hetman Flatoff, who so greatly distinguished 
himself as leader of the Cossacks, had a son who 
was his faithful companion in arms, and greatly dU- 
tinguished for his courage and intrepidity. In a 
desperate charge of cavalry, which took place near 
Vereia, between Prince Poniatowski and the Hetman 
Platoff, the Poles and Russians, animated by a mu- 
tual hatred, fought with the utmost fuiy. Excited 
by the ardour of the combat, they gave no quarter, 
and on both sides fell numerous brave men, who had 
returned in safety from former battles. 

Platoff, who saw his best soldiers falling around 
him, foi^t his own danger, and with an anxious eye 
looked round for his favourite son. The unhappy 
youth had retired from the heat of the battle, and 
was preparing to renew the attack, when he received 
a mortal wound from a Hulan Pole. At this moment 
his father appeared, and flying to his assistance, threw 
himself upon him. On seeing his beloved parent, 
the son heaved a deep sigh, and would have expressed, 
for the last time, his affection and his duty ; bat as 
he attempted to speak, his atrength failed him, and 
he breathed his last. 
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The following morning, the chief of the Cossacks 
went to the French camp to express their grief, and 
earnestly requested that they might be permitted to 
render funeral honours to the son of their Hetman. 
Each of the officers, when he saw the brave son of 
his much beloved chief stretched on a bear skin, invo- 
luntarily kneeled, and respectfully kissed the band of 
a youth, who, but for a premature death, would have 
rivalled the greatest heroes in bravery and virtue. 
After having, according to their ritual, offered up 
fervent prayers for the repose of his soul, they re- 
moved him fix>m the presence of his ^her, and car- 
ried him in solemn procession ta a neighbouring emi- 
nence, where he was interred. 

The Cossacks, ranged around in order of battle, 
observed a religious silence, and bowed their heads 
in profound respect, while grief was padnted in every 
countenance. At the moment when the earth foi 
ever separated them from the son of their prince, 
they fired a volley over the grave, and dismounting 
from their horses, Uiey slowly and solemnly marched 
round the tomb, with their lances pointed towanfei 
the earth. 



BROTHER CAPTAINS. 
Captain Pownal, and Captain Sawyer, both serving 
in the navy, had agreed to share with each other the 
amount of whatever prize money they might gain by 
their separate captures. Putting in at Lisbon, they 
paid their addresses to two young ladies, sisters, and 
were favourably received by them ; but their faither, a 
merchant of immense property, although sensible of 
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their personal merit, objected to their want of fortune, 
and desired that they would discontinue their court- 
ship until their circumstances were much improved ; 
which was shortly the case, by the prize-money gained 
by the capture of the Hermione in 1762. Soon after, 
the earthquake happened at Lisbon, and deprived the 
merchant of all his property. The generous captains, 
immediately on hearing it, repaired to Lisbon, where, 
yielding to tbe full and noble gratification of love 
and friendship, they settled an annuity on the father, 
and married his two daughters. 



WAR HORSES. 

General Washington had two favourite horses; 
one, a large elegant parade horse of a chesnut co- 
lour, high-spirited, and of a gallant carriage ; this 
horse had belonged to the British army: the other 
was smaller, and his colour sorrel. This he used 
always to ride in time of action ; so that whenever 
the general mounted him, the word ran through the 
ranks, " We have business on hand." 

At the battle of Germantown, General Wayne 
rode his gallant roan, and in charging the enemy, 
his horse received a wound in his bead, and fell, as 
was supposed, dead. Two days after, the roan re- 
turned to the American camp, not materially injured, 
and was again fit for service. 

During the battle of Waterloo, some of the horses, 
as they lay on the ground, having recovered from the 
first agony of their wounds, fell to eating the grass 
about them, thus surrounding themselves with a circle 
of bare gnmnd, the limited extent of which showed 
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their weakmess ; others of these interesting an rm alg 
were observed quietly granng in the middle of the 
field, between the two hostile lines, dieir riders having 
been shot off their backs ; and die balls that flew over 
their heads, and the roaring behind and belbre, 
caused no respite of the usual instinct of thdr natiiie. 
When a charge of cavalry went past, near to any 
of these stray horses, the trailed animals would set 
off, form themselves itt the rear of their mounted 
companions, and though vrithout riders, gallop str6- 
nuously along with the rest, not stopping or flinching 
when the fatal shock with the enemy took place. 



SUWARO^F QUELLING A MUTINY. 

In crossing the Alps, the soldiers of SuMraroff, 
overwhelmed with fatigues, and dispirited with hard- 
ships, no longer obeyed his voice, or observed their 
usual discipline. He ordered a ditch to be dug, and 
sketching himself in it, cried out to his mutinous 
soldiers, « Cover me up with earth, your genieni 
desires here to be interred, since you abandon him.'' 
They all threw themselves at bis feet, and followed 
him with devotion and enthusiasm. 



RIVAL MAGNANIMITY. 

M. Barr6, grand-uncle of the celebrated Madame 
Barr6, was governor of Leucate, in Languedoc, in 
the reign of Henry the Fourth. I1ie cottfoderatea 
having taken him fNrisoner, carried him into die ci^ 
of Narbonne, which they then poasessed, and wfaea 
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there they threatened him with the craelleat death, 
if he did not give orders for the surrender of the 
place of which he was governor. He calmly answered, 
that he was ready to sacrifice himself for his country. 
M. Barr6 had a beautiful young wife, who was left 
in Leucate ; the confederates thought she would be 
more easily overcome ; they informed her of her hus- 
band's danger, and promised her his life, if she would 
give up the city. This heroic lady replied, « That 
her husband's honour was still dearer to her than his 
life." Such was their mutual magnanimity! Barrt 
suflered death ; and hb wife, after having successfully 
defended the place, buried her grief and youth 
together, in a convent at Besieres. 

The son of this generous M. Barr6 succeeded him 
in his government. In 1637, the Spaniards having in- 
vested this place, promised him considerable advan- 
tages, if he would go into their service ; but tht 
histury of his fether was the only answer which the 
Spanish general received from him. 



GENEROSITY OF MARSHAL TURENNE. 

The deputies of a great metropolis in Germany^ 
once oAered the great Turenne, one hundred thou- 
sand ctCfwttM not to pais with his army through their 
city. " Gentlemen,'' said he, *' I cannot in consci- 
ence accept your money, as I had no intenti<m to pais 
that way. 



M 
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WOODEN ARTILLERY. 

• Few narratives of siegn are more eDtertaming 
tiian that given in the Seir Mutakhereen, of a Ibit 
which was defended by the use of wooden artiUeiy, 
and defended e£kctually in one of Auringzebe's cam- 
paigns in the Deccan. The commandant was nearly 
unprovided with cannon, having only one or two 
defective pieces. The town was, however, a great 
mart for timber. The governor, securing both the 
timber and the carpenters, ganusbed his ramparts 
with wooden imitations of cannon ; and being fully 

supplied with most other requisites when the impe> 
rial army arrived, put a good £ftce on the business. 
He did more too, for he kept the secret within his own 
walls ; and the enemy, respecting the number of his 
train, commenced their approaches in due form, 
afibrding him thus abundance of leisure to mature 
his plan of defence. Every piece, as soon as fiied» 
became of course unserviceable, but he immediately 
replaced it by a new one. The baUs from the impe- 
rial batteries were returned with the utmost &cilitj, 
as however ponderous these were, our hero was able 
to supply pieces of any calibre, and send reoochet 
shot selon ies regies, even with more effect than his 
enemy. The labours of the Carron Foundry never 
produced more guns in a year, than this man's inge- 
nuity did in one siege.. The enemy, tired out, at 
last, with the obstinate defence which he made from 
his batteries, detennined to carry the place by esca- 
lade in open day. Having failed, however, in some 
similar enterprises, a neighbouring saint was procured. 
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who was to head the attack, and by the sanctity of 
his character, to inspire the soldiers widi greater leal 
in a desperate cause. The holy man was raised on 
a platform, and carried in the rear of the forlorn hope* 
The governor's good lack still adhered to him. A 
shot from a wooden gui^, when the escaladers were 
nearly close to the walls, knocked down the saint, oa 
which the party took to their heels. A delay ensued ; 
the siege was at last raised ; and the commandant 
covered with glory. 

BALLOONS. 

In the battle of Liege, at the beginning of the 
French Revolution, the success of tlie French was in 
a great measure owing to the discovery of the position 
and movements of the Austrians, made by expert 
engineers, whom they sent up in a balloon. From 
this machine, these engineers perceived whatever was 
transacted in the Austrian camp, and gave continual 
notice of it, by notes thrown down among their own 
troops. By these means, the number of troops in 
the Austrian camp, the quantity of their artillery, 
and their motions, were instantly made known to the 
French, who directed their attacks accordingly against 
the weakest points, and with great confidence, from 
their knowledge of the chance of success which this 
gave them. 

It was not on this occasion alone, that the French 
made use of balloons ; they resorted to their aid at 
the battle of Fleurus, during the siege of Mentz, and 
afterwards at that of Ehrenbreitzen. In all these cases 
the balloon was found to be of utility, but particu- 

fi2 
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larly in the last, where the grecit height of the fortress 
made it impossible by any other means to lecoanoitre 
the internal parts. 

For the service of the balloons, a new speam of 
engineers was. invented. The person who mounted 
with the balloon, was fumbhed with paper and peodla 
of diflferent colours. The maib to be made, were 
previously settled ; and the paper, after being marked 
was attached to a small rod like an arrow, one end of 
which was loaded and pointed to strike in the gvoond, 
and stand upright. A small piece of coloured silk 
was fixed to the other end, like a flag, which, being 
dropped within the ground occupied by the French, 
conv^ed the desired information. 



A CONTRAST. 

When General Suwaroflf commanded under the 
Prince of Coburg, on the frontiers of Turkey, he had 
an army of 22,000 men. Coburg himself had 37,000, 
and the Turks only 28,000. Prince Coburg's army 
which had taken a good position on a rising ground 
about nine miles distant from Suwaroff, was attacked, 
and obliged to fall back. Coburg then wrote to 
Suwaroff : 

« MY DEAR SUWAROFF, 

" I was attacked this morning by the Turks i I 
have lost my position and artillery. I send you no 
instructions what to do. Use your own judgement, 
only let me know what you have done, as soon after as 
you can." 

Suwaroff immediately sent the following answer : 
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" MT GENERAL^ 

" I shall attack the Turks to-monow morning, 
drive them from y<mr position, and retake your 
cannon*" 

Before three o'clock in the afternoon, Suwaroff kept 
his word, and Coburg's army had the cannon and 
their old position before night. 



ATTEMPT ON LORD CORNWALUS. 

On the 5th of March, 1791, while Lord Com* 
wallis, accompanied by his staff, was viewing, from a 
gentle eminence, the movements of Tippoo Saib be- 
fore Bangalore, three horsemen were suddenly seen 
to dash up at full speed for the person of his lord- 
ship; two were immediately killed, and the third,, 
after a desperate struggle, was secured and spared. 
He appeared stupified, and could g^ve no intelligible 
account of the enterprise ; and to this day, conjee* 
ture is divided between assigning to them the charac^ 
ter of ferocious drunkards, or hired assassins. An at- 
tempt at assassination, cannot, however be considered 
as below either the politics or morals of Tippoo. 



LEAP EXTRAORDINARY. 

Hyder Ally, after sustaining a signal defeat at 
Arnee in 1782, from the British forces under lieu- 
tenant-General Sir Eyre Coote, fell upon the following 
well concerted scheme, to repair, in some measure, 
the loss and disgrace he had suffered. Some camels 
and elephants, with an escort purposely weak, were 

G 3 
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made to pass within a short distance of tiie Britisb 
grand guard. The officer commanding the latter, 
posaessiog, as Hyder anticipated, more zeal than pni- 
dence, attempted to carry off the convoy, and not 
a meibage to the field o6Bcer of the day, lieotaiitiit- 
Colonel (afterwards General) James Stewart, to m* 
form him of the circumstance. The lieutaaant-cola ' 
nel instantly mounting proceeded at full speed to 
stop the imprudence of the subaltern ; but only ap- 
proached in time to see the guard charged en aU sides 
by clouds of cavalry, within the skirts of which he 
was himself enveloped. The colonel seeing all w«s 
lost, trusted to the goodness of hia horse, and nngly 
escaped, by leaping a ravine, over which none of the 
enemy could follow him. For the noble animal tf> 
which he was indebted for this extraordinary escape, 
he ever afterwards entertained a peculiar regard ; and 
when he returned to £ngland, left a sufficient fond to 
maintain the aged horse in India, and a groom lo at- 
tend upon it. The hone was alive in 1799, when 
General Stewart paid a short visit to Madras, and ap» 
peered to recognize its old master. 

AN ARMY IN A TYPHOON. 

When the British army under General Lake was 
on its return from the expedition against the Indian 
chief Holcar, in 1804, it encamped on the 3rd of 
June near Karowley. During the whole of the 
morning, the wind had blown violently from the east, 
about two o'clock in the afternoon, it shifted, though 
without any abatement of fury, to the opposite point, 
attended by very awfiil circumstances. Impetuous 
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whiriwinds, called by the aatives, pisalsh, or devils, 
advanced rapidly ever the landy plains in vast co- 
lumns of dust, gathering in sixe, and ascending up 
into the air with great velocity to a height bevond 
the reach of the eye. These objects however were 
only the precursors of the still more tremendous 
demon of the storm — the typhoon, which came on 
the wings of the tempest, rolling before it immense 
torrents of burning sand, giving sudi a density to the 
atmosphere, that the sun, which appeared at first as 
red as blood, was aftervrards, by the gradual increase 
of the opaci^, totally eclipsed. The darkness of 
night now added all its horror to the scene. The cd- 
frighted multitude threw themselves prostrate on the 
ground, as if anticipating the dissolution of the 
world. Providentially, however, after the lapee of 
about half an hour, the fearful phenomenon was suc- 
ceeded by a little rain, which cooled the air, and 
rendeied it so very refreshing, that not a single man 
was taken off by death, or even seized with illneiB, 
while for some time preceding, not a day passed with- 
out numbers falling victims to the intensi^ of the 
heat. 



INDIAN NATIVE TROOPS. 

An extraordinary instance of the courage^ perti- 
nacity and military tact which the native troops of 
India have of late years exhibitedt occurred in the 
Doab, in 1805. General Smith, with the cavalry, 
having passed on in the pursuit of Ameer Khan, the 
baggage, with three battalions of regular infontry, 
2,000 irregular cavalry, and a train of artilleiy, halted 
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in the centre of the village of Kureed opposite a 
small walled-in square, which was occupied by eight 
of the enemy. On summoning this handful of meii 
to surrender, they refused, unless allowed to cwry 
away their arms, and this not being conceded to 
them, they prepared to defend their position. The 
British surrounded and attacked, but did not over- 
come them, until they had killed one o£Scer and thne 
seapoys, and wounded one subadar and thirty-thvee 
non-commissioned officers and seapoys. 

REFINEMENT IN FEROCITY. 

Although the general cruelty of Suwaroff's dii^o- 
sition was evinced by the honid massacres of Ooa- 
koff, Ismailoff, and Praga (where 60,000 Poles we 
said to have been sacrificed to his vengeance)* y«t 
he sometimes showed a more peculiar ardour of fe- 
rocity. To the French, in particular, he bore a sort 
of fanatical hatred ; a rage of detestation. A proof 
of this passion was even exhibited in exercising lus 
ukpn. In commanding them to make a charge with 
the bayonet, they were to understand his directions in 
three different ways, according to the nation which 
they were supposed to combat. When he gave the 
word, march, agunst the Prussians, they charged 
straight forward with the point of the bayonet ; against 
the Poles, they rapidly repeated the thrust ; against 
the execrable French, they turned round their bayo- 
nets after the second thrust, to enlarge the wound ! 
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HEROIC DEATH. 

In the qnrited attack on tKe Boulogne flotilla, on 
the 2l8t of September, 1811, Lieutenant C. Cohh, 
of his majesty's ship Castilian, was mortally wounded 
by a cannon ball. While earned from the deck in the 
arms of the sui^geon and purser, he directed his eyes 
towards his shattered arm, and observing it hanging by 
a small portion of the tlesh only, he exclaimed, with 
the greatest composure, " Never mind, it is only an 
arm \" and although in addition to this calamity he 
had his ribs fractured, and his lungs contused, he 
evinced such spirits and cheerfulness, that it was hop- 
ed his arm would have been the only loss the service 
should have had to deplore. When suffering under 
the pain of amputation, it was made known to him 
that one of the praams had been taken ; he exclaimed, 
with the greatest fervour, "Thank Jjjod! I hope we 
shall have more of them -/' but in a few minutes after 
the amputation was completed, life appeared to be 
hat ebbing, and in about fifty minutes after he first 
fell, he resigned his spirit without a sigh. 



PRO ARIS ET FOCIS. 

When " war even to the knife" (jguerra at euekello) 
was declared at the memorable siege of Zaragoza, one 
side of the main street, Cozo, which is abmit equal 
in breadth to Pall Mall, was occupied by the French, 
while the Aragonese maintained '^their positions 
on the opposite side, throwing up batteries at 
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the openings of the streets, within a few paces of 
similar batteries of the French. The intervening 
space was soon heaped up with dead, either thrown 
from the windows of the houses in which tiiey had 
been slain, or killed in the conflicts below. Nothing 
in the whole course of the siege more embaraased 
Don Joseph Palafox, than this enormoos accumidation 
of the dead ; and the apprehension of the contagioos 
disorders which must infallibly result from it. To an 
Aragonese, it was almost certain death to i^ipear in 
the middle of the street ; and the expedient resorted 
to, was to push forward French prisoners, with a rope 
attached to them, amidst the dead and the dying, to 
remove the bodies of their countrymen, and bring 
them in for burial. The office in which they were 
employed, and the pity of their own soldiers, secured 
them in general from any annoyance ; and by this ex- 
pedient, the evils arising from the horrible corruption 
of the dead, were in some degree diminished. The piin* 
cipal season for attack in this singular species of war- 
fare, was the night ; the French, and the Aragowie, 
under the cover of darkness, fieqnently dashed across 
the street, and attacked each other's batteries with 
the most undaunted courage ; and the struggle b^[nn 
at the batteries, was often carried into the houses be- 
yond. 

For eleven successive days the most sanguinary 
conflict was continued from street to street, from house 
to house, and from room to room. The enraged popu- 
lace gained by degrees on the disciplined troops of 
the French, until the space occupied by the enemy 
was reduced to about one eighth of the city, and thcj 
were finally compelled to abandon the siege. 
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So detennined were the Aragonese in their resist- 
ance, that, in a council of war, it had been resolved, 
" that those quarters of the city in which the Arago- 
nese yet maintained themselves, should continue to 
be defended with the same firmness which had hither- 
to been so conspicuous ; and should the enemy at 
last prevaO, the people were immediately to retire by 
the bridge over tiie £bn>, into the suburl», and having 
destroyed the bridge, to defend the suburbs till they 
perished.'' This resolution of the council was re- 
ceived by the people with the loudest acclamations. 



MIRACULOUS ESCAPE OF GENERAL 
WASHINGTON. 

Major Ferguson, who commanded a rifle corps in 
advance of the hussars under Knyphausen, during 
some skirmishing a day or two previous to the battle 
of Brandywine, was the hero of a veiy singular acci- 
dent, which he thus relates in a letter to a fiiend. It 
illustrates, in a most forcible manner, the over-ruling 
hand of Providence in directing the operations of a 
man's mind, in moments when he is least of all aware 
of it. 

*' We had not lain long, when a rebel o£5cer, re- 
markable by a hussar's dress, pressed towards our army, 
within a hundred yards of my right flank, not per- 
ceiving us. He was followed by another, dressed in 
a dark green and blue, mounted on a bay hone, with 
a remarkable high cocked haL I ordered three good 
shots to steal near to them, and fire at them ; but the 
disgusting me, I recalled the order. The hussar, 
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in returning, made a circuit, bat tbe other puMod 
within a hundred yards of us, upon which I advanotd 
from the wood towards him. Upon my ealling, ha 
stopped ; hut after looking at me, ht proceeded. I 
again drew his attention, and made i&gits to kkn to 
stop, leveling my piece at him ; but he nlomlf dm* 
tered away. As I was withhi that distance at wliidi» 
in the quickest firing, I cenM have lodged half adooiB 
balls in or about him, before he was out of my reach^ 
I had only to determine ; but it was not pleaeaiit te 
fire at the back of an unofltnding iBdiiddqal, mbo 
was accquitting himself very coolly of his du^ ; ao I 
let him alone. 

"The day after, I had been telling this stoiy to 
some wounded officers who lay in the same room widi 
me, when one of the surgeons, who had been dressing 
the wounded rebel officers, came in, and told us, that 
they had been informing him that General WAshiogtoa 
was all the morning with the light troops, and oii^^ 
attended by a French officer in a hussar dress, he U&m 
self dressed and mounted in every point as above de- 
scribed. I am not sony that t did not know at tb^ 
time who it was." 

THE PINDARRIES. 

The Pindarries, until their extirpation by the Mar- 
quesB of Hastings, were the most formidable band of 
free-booters in India. The surprising velocity with 
which tfai^ moivedr certainly quicker than any other 
cavalry in the vrorld, enabled them generally to evade 
pursuit. Having n» tents or baggage, they we«ld» 
et a moderate ealcnlatien, march one hundred nuMe 
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in two days, and when pushed for time or by circum- 
stances, they moved inconceivably faster. From the 
horrid scenes of human misery which they continually 
contemplated, and in which they were actors, they 
became cruel and sanguinary in the highest d^ree. 
When they sacked a village, they put the inhabitants 
to various tortures, to force them to deliver up their 
money ; and giving loose to their appetites, committed 
the most dreadful outrages on the females. They 
had even so far extinguished the feelings of men, that 
it was not an unusual practice with them to cut off 
the hands of children, as the shortest way of pro- 
curing the bracelets from their arms. 

But to give at once an idea of the dread which 
the approach of the Pindarries inspired, it will only 
be necessary to state a single example. At the 
time of their invasion of Guntoor, the inhabitants of 
a village called Ainavole, rather than encounter their 
well-known cruelties and persecutions, unanimously 
resolved, with a firmness and resolution not unususd 
among the Hindoos, to sacrifice themselves and their 
families ; and when their resistance was found to be 
unavailing, they performed the joar, by setting fire 
to their habitations, and perishing themselves, with 
their wives and children, in the flames, in one common 
funeral pile. 



ARTFUL SEIZURE OF ST. SEBASTIAN 
AND PAMPLUNA. 

Previous to the Peninsular war, the French got 
possession of the fortification and citadel of San 
Sebastian, and also of Pampluna, by artifice. The 
ino, H 
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manner in ^ich they accomplished these objects, 
aflfords a striking exemplification of the princi^es of 
warfare upon which the French acted. 

The general commanding a column of the French 
quartered near Tolosa, ap^&ed for, and received, per- 
mission from the Spanish oommander of the gsrrisoii 
of San Sebastian, to send the sick of the anny, winch 
he represented as being numerous, mto that town, lor 
the benefit of commodious hospitds and sea air. 
In consequence of this permission, upwards of two 
thousand men were admitted into die town, and 
lodged in the hospitals. They came in waggons and 
vehicles of various kinds, with bandages applied to 
difierent parts of their bodies ; some with their beads 
wrapped up; others with their arms supported by 
slings ; and all having the appearance of sidcness and 
debility. The Spanish authorities ofiered every ae- 
commodation to their sick allies ; in which characto' 
the French then appeared to stand towards Speio, 
and were forward in lending assistance to eweij 
plan for their relief and comfort. They had not 
been many days in the town, before the chief 
surgeon reported to the governor, that he had abont 
five hundred cases of extreme debility, which nught 
receive considerable benefit from the higher uid 
purer air of the citadel ; requesting to know if they 
might be placed there for this purpose. The un- 
suspecting governor readily consented to a proposal so 
apparently founded in reason and humanity ; hoping 
that the poor men might profit by the arrangement, 
he ordered a temporary hospital to be pnepared for 
them in the citadel, to which they were shortly 
removed* 
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Thus far the success of the French had kept p«c8 
with the infiBLiny and treacheiy of their pbt ; disguise 
was no longer necessary, and one momin^r before day- 
light, these poor debilitated dying men issued from 
the hospitals, where the generosi^ and humanity of 
their victims had placed them, and found very little 
diflkulty in taking possession of every part of the 
fortifications of the town, as well as the citadel, be- 
fore the astonished and bewildered garrison were 
aware of their intentions, or prepared to receive them 
as enemies. When morning dawned, the inhabitantg 
found themselves under the guard of their perfidious 
allies, whom, in spite of the circumstances that had 
been passing in the capital, they had not yet looked 
upon but as friends. 

A more important post had at the same time been 
entrapped by the French. Pampluna had been lost 
to the Spaniards by a stratagem in some degree simi- 
lar. The French troops stationed at the villages around 
it, were allowed to come to receive the rations of pro- 
visions and forage, which were supplied by the duped 
Spaniards out of the magazines of the city ; to take 
away these supplies, a considerable number of men 
were necessary, and by degrees the- numbers were in- 
creased until one day, this last foraging party, on en- 
tering the town, appeared to amuse themselves with 
throwing snow balls at each other on the g^buas. From 
the glacis the game gradually grew warm, and ex- 
tended into the town ; others of their comrades, ia 
apparent confusion, joined them as if to share their 
sport, and iqK>n these, oiben, some of whom brought 
their arms ; but this dreumstance was unattended to, 
in the amusement ezciled by the now general mock 

H 2 
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battle of snow balls. By this means a large body of 
men was introduced into the town, sufficient to seize 
upon the guards at the gates, and ensure a free en- 
trance to the whole army, which rapidly advanced to 
complete this treacherous conquest. 

THE BOTOCUDOS OF BRAZIL. 

Prince Maximilian, of Wied-Neuwied, wben tra- 
velling in Brazil, witnessed a singular battle fought 
by two tribes of the Botocudos. The cause of quar- 
rel was, that Captain June, with his people, had been 
hunting on the south bank of the river St. Matthew, 
in the grounds of Captain Jeparack, and killed some 
swine. This was considered by the latter as a great 
insult, only to be atoned for by war. 

First, the warriors of bodi parties uttered short 
rough tones of defiance to each other, walking sullen- 
ly round one another like angry dogs, and at the same 
time maldng ready their poles. Captain Jeparack 
then came forward, walked about between the men, 
looked gloomily and directly before him with wide 
staring eyes, and sung, with a tremulous voice, a long 
song, which described the affront that he had re- 
ceived. In this manner the adverse parties became 
more and more inflamed ; suddenly, two of them 
advanced, and pushed one another with the arm on 
the breast, so that they staggered back, and then be- 
gun to ply their poles. One first struck with all his 
might at tlie other, regardless where the blow fell ; 
hki antagonist bore the first attack seriously and calm- 
ly, without changing countenance ; he then took bia 
.turn, and thus they belaboured each other with 
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severe blows, the marks of which long remahied 
visible on their naked bodies. As there were left on 
the poles many sharp stumps of branches which 
had been cut off, the effect of the blows was not 
always confined to bruises, but the blood flowed 
from the heads of many of the combatants. When 
two of them had thus thrashed each other handsomely 
two more came forward ; and several pairs were often 
seen engaged at once ; but they never laid hands on 
one another. When these combats had continued 
for some time, they again walked about with a serious 
look, uttering tones of defiance, till heroic enthusiasm 
again seized them, and set their poles in motion. 

Meanwhile, the women also fought valiantly ; amidst 
<M>ntinual weepi'ig and howling, they siezed each other 
by the hair, struck with their fists,.8cratched with their 
naib, tore thepfugsof wood (which the Botocudos wear) 
out of each other's ears and lips, and scattered them on 
the field of battle as trophies. If one threw her adver- 
sary down, a third, who stood behind, seised her by 
the legs, and threw her down likewise, and then they 
pulled each other about the ground* The men 
did not degrade themeelves so far as to strike the 
women of the opposite party, but only pushed them 
with the ends of theic poles, or kicked them on the 
side, so that they rolled over and over, llie lamen- 
tations and bowlings of the women, and children 
likewise, lesounded from the neighbouring huts, and 
heightened the eflect of this most singular scene. 

In this manner the combat continued for about an 
hour, when all appeared weaiy ; some of the savages 
allowed their courage and perseverance, by walking 
about among the others, uttering their tones of de« 

H 3 
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fiance. Captain Jeparack, as the principal peraon of 
the offended party, held out to the last ; all seemed 
iatigued and exhausted, when he, not yet diqweed 
to make peace continued to sing his tremuloas - soBg, 
and encouraged his people to renew the cembat, 
till Prince Maximilian went up to him, and tM 
him that he was a valiant warrior, but that it was 
now time to make peace ; upon which, he at length 
suddenly quitted the field, and went over to the 
Quartel. Captain Jime had not shown so much, 
energy ; being an oM man, be had taken no part in 
the combat, but constantly remainded in the back 
ground. 



TURKISH PRISONEKS, 

Whftn the French, under the command of Bona- 
piarte, had got possession of Alexandria, they carried 
their cruelty to their Turkish prisoners, to die severest 
extremities, making them work like horses at their 
mills, and in drawing water. Dr. Clarke, in his Traveb 
relates, that he met some of these unfortunate w/etches 
on his first entrance into the city, who had been 
liberated that morning from their dungeon ; and who 
were endeavouring literally to crawl towards their 
camp. The legs of these poor creatures were swollen 
to a size that was truly horrible, and their eyes were 
terrible from inflammation. Some, too weak, had 
^len on the sand, where they were exposed to the 
scorching beams of the sun. Immediately on seeing 
Dr. Clarke and his companions, they uttered such 
moans as might have pierced the hearts of their cruel 
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oppressors. They begged for water, but the Eaglish- 
men had none to give them ; and all they could do, 
was to prevail on some Arabs to take care of them 
until relief could be obtained. Of these unlbrtunate 
captives, upwards of forty perished eveiy day from 
the miseries to which their conquerors exposed 
them. 

FORTUNATE OMEN. 

When the Marquess of Hastings set out on his 
successful campaign against the Pindarries in 1817, 
a circumstance occurred which produced no ordinary 
sensation among the natives of Upp^ India. On 
his lordship resiching Allahabad, the river was un- 
usually low ; so much so, indeed, as to have made 
it next to impossible for the fleet to have passed the 
sands of Pappamow ; when just at the moment of 
his Excellency reaching the most difficult and shallow 
part of the stream, the river suddenly rose four feet, 
and the passage was eflected in grand style. In a 
short time after, the river subsided to its former 
depth. This truly singular circtmistance was univer- 
sally regarded as a certain omen of his lordship's 
future success. 

Numine fiivente, tutus eris. 



PRESENCE OF MIND. 

Epaminondas, the Theban, finding his troops dis- 
heartened, because the vrind had blown the ornament 
of his spear upon the tomb of a Lacedemonian, 
said, "Let nothing, soldiers, excite your feais; the 
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Lacedemonians .are about to die-; diey aieornanmit- 
mg their sepulchres for their funerals."' On' another 
occasion, a flaming meteor fell during the- niglft, 
terrifying those who saw it ; Epaminondas instantly 
exclaimed, " The gods affl>rd' u» light.'* 

€..CiBsar, when getting into his vessel, fell on tiie 
ground. ** Thou preparest, then, already to ieeeif« 
me, mother Earth ;" said he. This interpretation is 
said to have conveyed an idea,. that there was leaaon 
to hope he would live to see the same, land.agmiii. 
William the C0n<|ueror turned a simiTar acctdeot to 
better advantage than the Roman. When Ke first 
Iteped' on the English shore, he felTen his filce; 
which some «f the soldiers taking- for a disastrous 
omen, he rose with each hand full of earth, exclaiming, 
*' I thus take possession of England; it is mine; I 
sieze it with both hands." 

Chabrias, the Athenian, w&s |»eparing for battle, 
when a thunderbolt fell before the ship, which was 
deemed by the sailors as betokening much ilL 
'^lliis," said he, " is the moment to fight, when tBe 
chief of the godft, Jupiter, tells us,, that he is to lead 
our fleet." • 

£«onidas, the Lacedemonian, when told tiiat the 
Persians formed clouds by the multitude of thdr 
arrows, immediately answered, " So much the better ; 
we shall fight in the shade/' This reply has been 
attributed to many generals since the time of Leo« 
nidas ; and is reported to have been used by that 
gallant Welchman, David Gam, who fell at the battle 
of Aginconrt. 
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ORIGIN OF TURBANS. 

The Eastern custom of wearing turbans, (ss^s Sir 
Henry Blount, in his Voyage to the Levant) came 
from the Levantines on this occasion : ** The Barba- 
rians fighting with the Grecian army at a great disad- 
vantage at Thermopyls, found there was no other 
remedy but that some few should force the narrow 
passage, while the main body of the army might es- 
cape. There were brave spirits who undertook it; 
knowing they went to an inevitable death, they 
thought of nothing but sepulture, which of old was 
much regarded; therefore each of them carried his 
winding sheet wrapped about his head, and then, with 
the loss of their own lives, saved their fellows; 
whereupon, for an honourable memorial of that ex- 
.ploit, the Levantines used to wrap white lii>en about 
their heads; which custom was adopted by the 
Turks.*' 

LOVE AND GLORY. 

In the year 863, Harold destroyed the host of 
princes who had long divided Norway, and united 
the whole of the provinces under his own dominion. 
Being enamoured of Gida, the daughter of Prince 
Eric, of Hadaland, he sent some persons of his suit 
to conduct her to court. ** Tell your master," said 
the high-bom princess, " that I will never consent to 
marry him, until he shall r^gn over the whole of Nor- 
way, instead of a few provinces.'' Harold was not 
discouraged by this reply, but regarded it as a sum- 
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mons to glory. He aseembled troops, itt a cfc ed all 
the remaining chiefs of provinces, exterminated them 
one after another, and thus- won the hand of the fiur 
Gida^ 

ROBERT BRUCE. 

In 1309, Bruce having takm shelter in. the isWef 
Arran, sent a person- in his confidence into Carrick, to 
learn how his vassals in that territoi^. stood aflactad 
to the cause of their ancient lord. He enjoined IIm 
messenger, if he saw that the dispositions of the 
people were favourable, to make a signal at « day 
appointed, by lighting a fire on an eminence above 
the castle of Tumberry. The messenger found the 
English in posession of Carrick ; Percy with a nn- 
neixMis garrison at Tumberry ; the country dispirited 
and in thraldom ; none to . espouse the party, of BiuQe, 
and many whose inclinations were hostile. 

From the first dawn of the day appointed for the 
signal, Bruce stood with his eyes fixed on the coast 
of Carrick ; noon had already post, when he perceiv- 
ed a fire on the eminence above Tumbuiy ; he flew 
to the boat and hastened over ; ^ght' surprised him 
and his associates, while they vrere* yet on the sea. 
Marching witli the fire for their guid^, they reached 
the shore. The messenger met them, and reported, 
that there was no hope of aid. *' Traitor!" crieft- 
Bruce, " why did you make the signal V* ** I made 
no signal," cried he ; " but observing a fire on the 
eminence, I feared that it might deceive you, and I 
hastened hither to warn you from the coast.'' 

Bruce hesitated amidst the dangers that encom- 
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pasted him, what to avoid, or what to eaoounter. At 
kiigih, obeying the dictales of valour and despair, 
he resolved to penevere in his enteiprise. He atUck- 
ed the English, carelessly cantoned in the neighbour- 
hood of Tumberiy, put them to the sword, and pilla- 
ged their quarters. Percy from the castle heani the 
uproar ; yet durst not issue forth against an unknown 
enemy. Bruce, with his followers, not exceeding 
three hundred in number, remained for some days near 
Tumbeny; but succours having arrived from the 
Beigfabouiing garrisons, he was obliged to seek shelter 
in the mountainous parts of Carrick. 

Some years after this, however, Bruce stormed the 
castle, and destroyed the whole building. It was a 
favourite policy with Bruce, to destroy the castles 
which he took. He saw that the English, by means 
of forts judiciously placed, had maintained themselves 
in Scotland, with little aid from their sovereign.. He 
wished to prevent such a misfortune from occurring for 
the future ; and, perhi^, he apprehended, that when 
the countiy came to be settled in peace, the posses- 
sion of fortified castles might render his own barons 
no less formidable to the crown, than the English gar- 
rLions had been to the nation. 



CJEDICIUS. 

In the first war with Carthage, the Roman army 
was surrounded in such a manner by their enemies, 
that universal destruction seemed inevitable. Casdicius, 
a miliuuy tribune, proposed to the consul a detach- 
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ment of foar hundred men, to make a diversion ' 
favour of the Romans, so that the main body migH 
effect their escape, whilst this company was engaged 
with the enemy. *' But who," said the consul, " vrill 
put himself at the head of so desporate an expedi- 
tion 1" "I will," replied Csdicins, crying out at 
the same time to the soldieis, "Come my fricsids, 
it is necessary, for the safety of the army, that we 
should march to yondor station ; it <s not necessary 
that we should return." The plan sncceeded ; hut 
the tribune only escaped with Hfe, and was finind 
among the wounded. 

SURPRISE OF DUNBARTON CASTLE. 

In 1571, the castle of Dunbarton was taken in a 
veiy remaikable manner by escalade. At that time. 
Lord Flemming was governor of the fort, by commis- 
sion from the banished queen. It was the only place 
of strength of which the unfortunate Maiy retained 
possession, and its retention was looked upon as an 
object of importance by her friends, as it was the 
most convenient place in the kingdom to land any 
foreign force that might be sent to her assistance. 
The strength of the place rendered Lord Fleming 
more secure than he ought to have been, considerii^ 
its importance. He boasted to the King of France, 
that he held in his hands the fetters of Scotland; 
and whenever the French had leisure from other wars, 
if they would lend him a little assistance, he could 
easily put them on, and bring the whole kingdom 
under dieir power. This confidence of the governor 
was increased by the treachery of the garrison at 
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Edinburgh Castle, which had lately xefolted. Thb 
sickness of the Regent also, who was severely afflict- 
ed with the gout, and at that time much hr.?t by a 
fall £rom his hone, was a circumstance not calculated 
to abate it. He was further encouraged by a tmoe 
obtained for them by Elizabeth, Queen of England, 
which was to expire the last day of March. These 
considerationis rendered him and his garrison so secure 
and negligent, that they fieqoently spent the whole 
night in riot and festivity in the neighbouring town of 
Dunbarton, with the same thoughtlessness, as if the 
country had enjoyed the most profound peace. The 
plan of surprising the garrison was first suggested to 
the Regent, then at Glasgow, by a common soldier 
who had served in the fortress, but had l>een disgusted 
by what he supposed to be ill-usage. While he lived 
in the garrison, his vrife used often to visit him ; and be- 
ing accused (perhaps not unjustly) of theft, she was 
punished by order of the governor. Her husband, as 
Buchanan observes, being an uxorious man and per- 
suaded of her innocence, burned with revenge, and 
deserting to the Regent promised that if he would 
assign a small party to follow him, he would make 
him master of die fortress. The Regent, though he 
saw the importance of possessing the castle, at first 
hesitated from want of confidence in the man, or in 
the means which he proposed. This being perceived 
by the soldier, he instantly said, as they seemed to 
distrust him, he would go himself, and be first 
man to reach the walls. " If you will follow me," 
said he, with soldier-like bluntness, " I will make you 
masters of the place ; but if your hearts foil you, 
then let it alone.'' The man appeared confident and 
108. 1 
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resolute ; in «hort, the attempt wai deemed worth 
hazarding, it being thought proper to risk ahnost any 
danger for such a prize. The expedition was com- 
mitted to Captain Craufoid, a hold and excellent sol- 
dier.. The first of April was the day fixed on for this 
daring aiiempt, as the truce granted to the rebds, 
through the mediation of the Queen of England, 
would then have expired. In the mean time, ladders 
and other necessaries were prepared, and the whole 
was kept profoundly secret. On the evening of the 
dist of March, an <^icer of the name of Cunningham 
was sent with a party of horse to guard all the ave- 
nues to the castle, that no intelligence of the design 
might reach Uie governor. Crauford followed him 
with a small but determined band ; the place of ren- 
dezvous was the foot of the hill of Dunbuc, situated 
about a mile and a half from the castle. Here Cftiu- 
ford informed the soldiers of the design of their ej^- 
dition ; he shewed them the person who was to lead 
them on, and had promised first to mount the walls, 
and told them that he and the other officers were de* 
termined to follow. The soldiers were easily persuad- 
ed to follow their leaders, the foot immediately pro- 
ceeded towards the castle, while the horse was ordered 
to remain at Dunbuc, to assist them in their retreat, 
should the enterprise miscarry. In their way to the 
rock, two circumstances occurred which disconcerted 
them not a little ; the bridge over a brook which runs 
between the fields was broken down, and a fire ap- 
peared suddenly at a small distance from it. Tlus 
led them to suspect that the design had been disco- 
vered ; that the bridge had been broken down to stop 
them f and that the fire had been kindled by th« 
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soTdtere firom the garrison, to discover or prevent their 
approach. But a select band, resolutely bent upon 
their object, were not to be repulsed or intimidated by 
trifles ; the bridge was soon repaired, so as to be made 
passable, and the scouts who were sent towards the 
place where the lig^t was seen,, could find no appear- 
ance either of fire or light, which gives Buchanan 
season- to suppose thai it had been an ignu fatuw,. or 
meteor of some kindi.^ 

When they arrived at the bottom of the rock, the 
night was far advanced, and they were afraid lest' the 
clearness of the sky, which was covered with stars, 
and the appearance of day light, should discover them 
to the sentinels who watched above. The mist how- 
ever which generally at this season of the year hangs 
over rivers and lakes, had overspread the upper re- 
gions of the castle — a circumstance esteemed fortu- 
nate by the officers, and by the men superstitiously 
regarded as a good omen*. 

It was at the summit of the rock that die assailants 
made this bold attempt, because in that jdace there 
were fewer sentinels^ and their guide assured them 
that they would find a good landing. Here however 
they met with an accident which had nearly frustrated 
the whole design. The first ladder was scarce fixed, 
when the weight and eagerness of those who mounted 
it brought it to the ground ; and though no person re- 
ceived any injury by the (all, yet they feared diat 
the noise might alarm the sentinel. Listening a mo- 
ment, and finding all still, they proceeded again, and 
placing their ladders with more caution, several of 
them attained the first landing : there they found an 
ash tree growing out of a cleft in the rock, to which 

I 2 
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they tied ropes, and then drew up their fellow loldien. 
Their ladders were made fast a second time ; bat in 
the middle of the ascent they met with an unforeseen 
difficulty. One of their compooions was seized with 
a sudden fit, and clung seemingly without lile to the 
ladder. All was at a stand ; to pass him was impos- 
sible ; to tumble him down iJie rock would have heA 
cruel, and might have occasioned a discovery. Gap- 
tain Crauford, with great presence of mind, ordered 
the soldier to be tied fast to the ladder, that be might 
not fall when the fit was over« and turning that side 
towards the rock, the party then mounted the other 
without difficulty. Day now began to dawn, and 
there still remained a high wall to scale ; but after 
surmounting so many greater difficulties, this was 
soon accomplished. Ramsay, the guide, and two 
soldiers, reached the summit ; he leapt down into the 
castle, and was set upon by three of the guard. He 
defended himself with great courage, till his fellow 
soldiers sedng his danger, leaped down after him, and 
presently despatched the assailants. The rest of the 
party followed as quickly as posuble with repeated 
shouts, and the utmost fory, and took possession of 
the magazine and cannon. The officers and soUUen 
of the garrison being alarmed, ran out, naked and 
unarmed, and were more solicitous about their own 
safety, than making resistance. The governor, I^rd 
Fleming, slipped down part of the rock, and de- 
scending along a bye way, was let out at a posteni 
gate into a small boat which was under the walls, and 
fled into Argyleshire. After the principal prisoners 
were secured, and the soldiers had leisure to examine 
the path they had taken, it appeared to them such a 
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treinendbtts precipice, that they declared, that if they 
had foneen the danger of the senricei no- rewaid 
whatever should have induced them to undertake it. 



' AN ENEMY'S COURTEST. 

When the Crusaders under King Richard of England* 
tfefeated the Saracens; the Sultan seeing his troops fly, 
asked what was the number of the Christians who weie 
making all this slaughter ? He was told that it was 
oqly King Richard and his men, and that they weie 
all on foot. " Then," said the Sultan, *' God forbid 
that such a noble fellow as King Richard should 
march on foot," and sent him a noble charger. The 
messenger took it, and said, *' Sire, the Sultan sends 
you this charger, that you may not be on foot*^ The 
king was as cunning as his enemy, and ordered one of 
his squires to mount the horse in order to tiy him. 
The squire obeyed ; but the animal proved iieiy 
and the squire being unable to hold hhn in, be set off 
at full speed to the Sultan's pavilion. The Sultan exr 
pected he had got King Richard ; and was not a. little 
mortified to discover his mistake. 



HOW TO MAKE A SHORT SWORD LONG. 

A king of Arabia shewing his courtiers a Damas- 
cene sword that had been presented to him, it was the 
opinion of them all, that* the only fault it had, was 
its being too short. The king's son, who was present, 
olMwrved, that there was no weapon too short for a 
brave man, af there needed no more but to advance 

i3 
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one uep to make it long enough. The 
the heaft supplies whatever is wautiiig. 



INGENIOUS SPY. 

It was cnstomaiy with Manhal Beasoa^ierey 
any of his sokUen were bnmght before him for 
ofieoces, to say to them, ** Brother, you or 1 will 
certainly be hanged -" which was a sufficient deam- 
dation of their fate. A vgy, who was disoovevad m 
his camp, was addressed in this language ; and aeift 
day, as the wretch was about to be led to the gaUowiy 
he pressed earnestly to speak with the marshal, alkg- 
ing that he had somewhat of importance to comnni- 
nicate. The marshal being made acquainted witk 
his request, said, in his rough manner, " It is always 
the way of these rascals ; they pretend some tdfO' 
lous story, merely to reprieve themselves for a few 
moments ; however, bring the dog hither." Being in- 
troduced, the marshal aied him what he had to say 1 
** Why, my lord," said the culprit, ** when I first had 
the honour of your conversation, you were pleased to 
say, that either jrou or I should be hanged ; now I 
am come to know whether it is your pleasure to be so, 
because, if you won't, I must ; that's all.'' The mar- 
shal was so pleased with the fellow's humour, thai he 
ordered him to be set at liberty. 

GENERAL LAWLESS. 

In consequence of the defeat at Saragossa, and the 
very low state to which France was reduced, Philip 
the Fifth apprehended that he should be obliged to 
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relinq^iiish his pretenuons to the throne of Spain. 
Among others, it wai tuipeeted that the Duke of 
Medina Celi was in the interest of his competitor, 
Charles^ To render so powerful a prince inac- 
tiTe, would be almost equal to victory ; but the 
method to eSect it seemed difficult, until Sir Phillip 
Lawless, an Irish gentleman, then a colonel in the 
French service, undertook to secure the person of the 
dnke. Having previously, concerted all his measures, 
he repaired to the ducal palace, as charged with a 
special commission from Phillip ; and prevailing on 
the duke to take a walk on the terrace, in order to 
converse more freely, he insensibly led him to a 
passage communicating with the high road, where he 
had a carriage in waiting. 

Lawless, in a few words, told his highness, that he 
must immediately take a seat in his coach, as he had 
engaged, at the hazard of his life, to carry him to 
Madrid, where he would find Philip ready to receive 
him with open arms. The determined tone in which 
he spoke, his personal appearance, and above all, his 
character for resolution and bravery, induced the 
duke to acquiesce. They soon arrived at Madrid 
where he met with a most gracious reception ; and 
the battle of Alma ma which happened soon after, 
made the duke not regret his forced visit to the 
Sponkdi capital. Lawless was soon afterraisedto the 
rank of lieutenant-general, and governor of IVIijorca ; 
and in the course of a few years, Philip appointed 
him his ambassador to the court of yersaiUet» 
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CROMWELL. 

In the attack made by the Pailiaiiientaiy Ibreet, 
under the command of the Eail of Manchester, on 
the Royalists, in October, 1643, Cromwell, then « 
colonel, led the van ; at the watch-word, " Thith and 
Peace," he placed himself at the head of his men, 
and they advanced, singing psalms ; reserving their 
charge, however, until the enemy'iB hone had dir- 
chaiged their pieces. A second sahte, and a dia^ 
from the king's troops themselves, met tfaiar a^pfproech 
to the royal line. By the last volley, Cromwell't 
horse was killed, and fell with him to die ground ; 
and e'er he was well on his feet again, being mixed 
with the combatants, he was again laid prostrate faj 
the hand of a royalist gentleman, thought to have 
been Sir Ingram Hopton ; again rising, however, he 
seized on a sorry horse from one of his troopers, re- 
mounted, and contributed his personal share to the 
victoiy obtained. 

When Cromwell commenced his campaign against 
the Scots, he addressed a proclamation on the caase 
of his hostile march, *< To all that ara saints, and 
partakers of the feith of God's elect in Scotland." 
In the early part of the war, he was not sucoesslul } 
and his army sufiering immense losses, made him 
determine on a retreat 

Previously to resolving upon this st^, Cromwell, 
stung by the pertinacity of the Scots, on one occasion, 
headed a " forlorn hope" himself, against two or 
three thousand of their horse, who were drawn out on 
the west side of Edinburgh, hoping to bring them to m 
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conffictj but they retreated immediately upon his 
appearance. One of them, liowever, fired a carbine 
at him, at he *' went before" his men, but missed 
him ; on which, Cromwell called out to the Scotsman, 
that " if he had been one of his soldiers, he would 
have punished him for firing at such a distance I" 

Cromwell then withdrew his forces, which scarcely 
numbered twelve thousand men, towards Dunbar, 
where he shipped his heavy baggage and sick, while 
the Scots army, twenty-seven thousand strong, closely 
followed him. A battle was now inevitable ; and 
Cromwell, though feeling the difficulties of his situa- 
tion, preserved his ordinary coolness and promtitude 
of decision. Accordingly, on the night preceeding 
the memorable 3rd of September, 1650, he called his 
principal, officers together, and gave general instruc- 
tions to his army, to ** seek the Lord ;" the customary 
.expression for prayer in those days. After their devo- 
tions, he assumed his wonted serenity of manner and 
countenance ; and feeling, as he said, his heart en- 
larged, and his spirits quieted, he bade [them, " all 
take heart, for God had certainly heard them, and 
vwuld appear for them.*' As the daylight broke, they 
walked in the Eail of Roxburgh's g^urdens ; whence, 
through. the morning mists, they could indistinctly 
trace the extended (too extended) position of their 
enemies. On the preceding evening, Cromwell had de- 
tected an error in the position of the enemy's right wing, 
towards the sea, from which he thought an advan- 
tage might be derived ; noticing this to those around 
him, they concurred vrith him in the idea ; and he 
despatchai, during the darkness, a detachment to 
torn the flank of the Scots in that direction. This 
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detachment attacked the enemy at six in tiie mtniing, 
on the eminence where they were poited, and put 
them in aome disorder. Just as the manoewne oa 
the flank was thos taking eSdd, Cromwell, still 
watching the Scots through his perfective glass, per- 
ceived a general stir throughout their camp; apen 
which, he at once darbgly exclaimed, '*God is de- 
livering them into our hands ! they are ooniiDg dowB 
to us." 

He had not purposed waiting the general attack ; 
but instantly arraying all his remaining forces, he led 
them to meet the deluge of Scottish war, that in 
reality was soon seen sweeping from their hillk. 
Coming up with the rear of the troops who were still 
in close conflict with the Scottish right, he ordered an 
extension of his line, by which he brought boA 
armies into a position to be " engaged att over the 
field." The meeting on either side was unusually de- 
termined and obstinate ; the Scotch rushing forward 
with the confidence resulting both from their indiyidua] 
bravery, and the sense of dieu' so greatly superior 
strength ; the English advancing with that cool eneigy, 
the source of so many triumphs recorded in their 
hutory, and which, on so many other occasions, has 
taught them how to derive victory from desperate 
circumstances. Almost from the first clash of the 
hostile weapons, it became apparent to which side 
the victory would incline. Never did Cromwell more 
enthusiastically, and yet more cahnly, exert himself i 
never, with his slightly silvered locks, and piercing 
looks of stem composure, did. he appear so like the 
ancient genius of war, less contending for an uncer- 
tain triumph, than assuring it to every soldier of the 
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little band in whose every breast lus energies ex- 
panded. In the thiek of the fight, the sun then rising 
In majesty from the sea, he seised upon his appear- 
anee with « poet*s feeling, united with an intense 
conviction of &9 presence and favour of the god of 
battles ; cr^g aloud, '* Now let God arise, and his 
enemies shall be scattered!" And, in truth, vain 
were all the advantages which the Scotch derived 
from their numbers, and from die pouring of their 
masses down, while the English had to toil and fight 
their way up, the steep hills of this bloody contest. 
In somewhat more than an hour, during which, but 
tat Cromwell's well-judged flanking attadc, (whereby 
several bodies of the Scots, when once routed them- 
selves, routed entire regiments in their rear,) every 
man in his army might have been at least twice met by 
an opponent, the enemy was thrown into inextricable 
confbsion. In a few minutes, the rout along their 
whole line was complete, and the English had " the 
chase and execution of them near eight miles." 

Cromwell kept his fiuatics in order in their own 
way ; for when one of them waited upon him, as he 
said, in the name of the Lord, to know the destina- 
tion of one of his fleets, Cromwell said, *< My good 
friend, the Lord shall know, for thou shalt go with 
the fleet." He immediately gave orders for having 
him stowed in the hold of one of the vessels then 
under sailing orders ; and actually sent him out, Ant 
eonSned, with the expedition. 
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SIR RICHARD GRAHAM. 

In die battle of Marston Moor, lo fiital to tiM 
nj9l cause. Sir Richard Graham had a priticipal 
command, and no man did more to terminate a battle 
with snccets, which had been commenced with teme- 
rity. When the day was irretrierably lest, and 
nothing remained but for every man to sedc the beet 
means of security that oflered. Sir Ridiaxd ee ca pe d 
with twenty -six bleeding wounds, to his own hoose, 
at Norton Conyers, about fifteen miles fiom the field 
of battle. Here he arrived in the evening, and being 
exhausted with fktigue and loss of blood, he was car- 
ried into his chamber, where, taking a last farewell of 
his disconsolate lady, he expired. 

Cromwell, who had always expressed a peculiar 
inveteracy against this gendeman, and thought a 
victory only half gained if he escaped, pursued him 
in person, with a troop of horse. When he arrived 
at Norton, his gallant enemy was dead ; and Crom- 
well found his wretched widow weeping over the 
mangled corpse, of her husband, yet scarcely cM. 
Such a sight, it would have been imagined, migbt 
have given him, if not an emotion of pity, at leayt a 
satiety of revenge ; on the oontraiy, he felt the ven- 
geance of his soul unsatisfied, and turning round to 
his troopers, who had stalked after him into the sacred 
recesses of sorrow, he gave the signal for havoc, and 
in a few minutes the whole house was torn to pieces ; 
not even the bed was spared on which the body of 
the gallant knight was extended, but every thing 
was destroyed which the hand of rapine could not 
carry otf. 
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ADMIRAL BLAKE. 

Just before the commencement of the Dutch war 
in 1652, Blake on coming near Van Tromp, who did 
not strike sail, wished to treat with him on this point 
of honour, in order to prevent the efiiision of blood, 
and a national quarrel ; but Van Tromp, contrary to 
the law of nations, fired on him with whole broad- 
sides. The admiral was in the cabin, drinking with 
some officers, little expecting to be thus saluted, 
when the shot broke the windows of the ship, and 
shattered the stem. This put Blake in a violent 
passion, and he commanded his men to answer the 
Dutch in their own way, saying, ** he took it very 
ill of Van Tromp, that he should take his ship for a 
house of ill -fame, and break his windows." 

When Blake was off Malaga, some of his seamen 
going ashore, met the host, as it was conveyed to a 
sick person, and ridiculed it. The priest who accom- 
panied it, highly indignant, urged the people to re- 
venge the indignity, and ^ the sailors were severely 
treated. When they returned on board, and com- 
plained of their ill-usage, Blake sent to demand the 
priest who had been the author of this insult. The 
viceroy answered, that he had no authority over 
priests, and therefore could not send him. Blake 
then sent a second message, saying, he would not 
enter into the question who had power over the 
priest, but if he was not sent in three hours, he 
would certainly bum tne town about their ears. The 
priest was then sent on board, with a complaint to 
the admiral of the conduct of the sailors. Blaki 

K 
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said, if the priest had complained of the outrage, be 
would have punished them severely, for he would not 
suffer any of his men to affiront the established reli- 
gion of a place where he touched ; but he blamed 
him for setting on a mob of Spaniards to beat them ; 
adding, " that he would have him and the whole 
world know, that none but an Englishman should 
an Englishman chastise." 

There is one circumstance of Blake's life which 
perhaps redounds more to his own glory, than even 
his burning the Spanish ships in a well fortified 
fort, though he was the first seaman that ever at- 
tempted it. In that action, his brother. Captain 
Benjamin Blake, for whom he had a very tender af- 
fection, was guilty of some misconduct, foi which he 
was immediately, by sentence of Blake, removed 
from his ship, and the command of it given to 
another. 



ADMIRAL SPRAGGE. 

Sir Edward Spragge, and the Dutch admiral. Van 
Tromp, had a particular passion for overcoming each 
other, and in every battle in which their ships were, 
they mutually engaged, " not," says Bishop Parker, 
" out of enmity, but of a thirst for glory/' When 
Spragge last went to sea, he had promised the king 
either to bring him Van Tromp alive or dead, or perish 
in the attempt ; and though, in the action of the 11th 
of August, 1673, he was in the rev, and had assured 
Prince Rupert that he would no* oart from him, yet 
being challenged by Van Tromp, he l^cl his fore top- 
sail to the mast, to stay for him ; and having carried 
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his squadron into action, continued fighting with him 
for many hours, at a distance from the fleet. Sir Ed- 
ward was at first on board the Royal Prince, and Van 
Tromp in the Golden Lion ; but after a contest of 
three hours, in which the Dutch admiral always avoid- 
ed a close fight. Sir Edward's ship was so disabled, 
that he was forced to go on board the St. George, 
as Van Tromp, for the same reason, did on board the 
Comet. The fight was then resumed between them, 
with grater fury than ever, until the St. George was 
so battered, that Sir Edward was compelled to quit it ; 
and endeavouring to go on board the Royal Charles, 
his boat was pierced by a cannon shot, and he was 
drowned. 

It is remarkable, that the Royal Prince, which 
Spragge first quitted, after sustaining a long fight, 
and being reduced almost to a perfect virreck, got 
safe into port. When Sir Edward left her, all the 
masts were gone, the woric of her upper tier of guns 
disabled, and four hundred men killed. In this situa- 
tion, a large Dutch' man- of war boie down upon her 
with two fire ships, resolving to bum, sink or 
take her. The first lieutenant ordered the colours to 
be struck, and the men to shift for themselves ; but 
the gunner, Mr. Richard Leake, a bold determined 
man, ordered the lieutenant to quit the deck, took the 
command himself, sunk the two fire ships, forced the 
man of war to sheer ofiT, and bore his vessel into port, 
wreck as she was. This Mr. Leake was the ftuher of 
the afterwards celebrated Sir John Leake, well known 
in the naval annals of this coantiy. 
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ORIGIN OF THE WAR OF 1688. 
The war of 1688 was excited by Louvois, the 
FieDch minister, to secure himself in his office, which 
he judged to be in danger, from perceiving, as he 
thought, an alteration in Louis XiV.'s disposition 
towards him. The circumstances are thus related by 
the Due de St. Simon, in his Memoirs. " The castle 
of Trianon was just built, when the king perceived a 
defect in the proportion of one of the windows. 
Louvois who was naturally insolent, and who had 
been so spoiled that he could hardly bear to be found 
fault with, even by his master, maintained that the 
window was well proportioned. The king turned his 
back on him, and widked away. Die next day, the 
king seeing Le Notre, the architect, asked him if he 
had been at Trianon. He answered in the negative. 
The king ordered him to go thither, and told him of 
the defect which he bad discovered in the window. 
Le Notre, however, deferred day after day obeyiog 
his majesty's commands, till Louis saw clearly that 
Le Notre was afraid of being under the necessity of 
declaring either against king or minister. In some 
anger, he commanded Le Notre and Louvois to meet 
him the next day at Trianon. No evasion was now 
possible ; accordingly, they met : the window was 
immediately mentioned ; Louvois persisted in his for- 
mer opinion ; Le Notre remained silent ; at last, 
the king ordered him to measure the window ; he 
obeyed ; and while he was so employed, Louvois,' 
enraged that such a criterion was resorted to, dis- 
covered his chagrin, and insisted, with acrimony, that 
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tlie window was exactly like the rest. When Le Notre 
had finished, Louvois asked him what was the result ? 
Le Notre hesitated. The king, with much passion, 
commanded him to speak out. He then declared, 
that the king was in the right, and that the window 
was not proportioned to the re8t» Immediately, the 
king turned to Louvois,^ told hitn there was no endur- 
ing his obstinacy, and reproached him with much ve- 
hemence. Louvois, stung with this reprimand, which 
was- p^nounced in the presence of many courtiers, 
as well as of workmen and footmen, returned home, 
ftirious with rage. At his house he found St. Fouange 
Villeneuf, the Chevalier de Nogent, the two Tilladets, 
and some other of his most devoted friends, who 
were much alarmed at seeing the state of mind he 
was in. ' It is all over,' said he ; ' I must have lost 
all credit with the king, from the manner in which he 
has been treating me only about a window. I have 
no resource but in war, which will divert his attention 
from his buildings, and will render my assistance ne- 
cessary ; and war he shall have.' He kept his word : 
war was declared a few months afterwards, and he 
contrived, in spite of the king, and of the other 
powers, to render it general." 

Thus did a childish dispute between a vain-glorious 
prince and an insolent minister, on the most trivial 
occasion, kindle a war, which lasted for eight years ; 
which raged in Ireland, in France, in the West Indies, 
upon the seas, in Spain, in Savoy, in Flanders and in 
Germanv. in which millions of money were spent, 
many thousand lives lost, all the towns and villages of 
the Palatinate burred, and the whole of that country 
reduced tc a scene tf universal desolation. 

x3 
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MARLBOROUGH. 

It appeared from every circumstance of the ooodact 
of the Duke of Marlborough, antecedent to the 
glorious battle of Blenheim, that he was resolved 
either to conquer or die on the field ; and a short time 
before the action commenced, he devoted himself with 
great solemnity to the Almighty Lord and Ruler of 
Hosts, in presence of his chaplain, and received the 
sacrament. When the battle was concluded, his Grace 
observed, that he believed he had prayed more that 
day than all the chaplains in the army* 

MARSHAL SAXE. 

Late in an evening. Count (afterwards Marshal) 
SdLxe took up his residence in a carihemar, in the 
village of Crachnitz, a sort of building nearly of the 
same nature as those which in 1 urkey or Persia are 
called caravanserai. The Poles having received in 
telligence of his situation, detached 800 dragoons to 
cariy him off thinking he was Marshal Count Flem- 
ing, who they knew was to pass that way. The Count 
de Saxe had just sat down to table, when word was 
brought him that a large body of horse was entering 
the village, and filing off towards the carthemar ; as 
it was impossible with only eighteen men to make a 
defence on every side, he abandoned the area before 
the house, and posted his servants in the rooms on the 
first floor ; he placed two or three in each room, and 
caused some holes to be made in the ceiling, that 
they might fxre upon those who should enter the 
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apartments on the ground floor ; with the rest of his 
men he took his post in the stsdiles, as there was a 
communication between them and the house, by which 
means he could send succours to those whom he sta- 
tioned there. 

He had scarce made all these dispesitions, when he 
was attacked by the Poles, who broke open the lower 
doors ; but as those who got in first were killed, and 
the others were afraid they should meet the like fate, 
they gave over that attack, with an intention to get 
up into the rooms over those in which the Count's 
men were stationed, that they, in their turn, might 
be able to fire down upon the servants. The Count 
could not prevent this ; he then suflfered them to go 
up without opposition, aad folkfWing tliem with what 
officers he had about him, put them all to the 
sword. 

This check did no' prevent the Poles from making 
another attack ; but the Count, though wounded by 
a shot in the thigh, charged them with the same 
success, which made them csuitious how they exposed 
any more of their men. They formed a chain Ot 
little posts round the house, and then sent the officer 
to summon the Count to surrender, threatening at the 
same time that they would fire the house if he should 
refuse to comply. The Count had some very strong 
reasons that made him wish to escape, he Uierefore 
desired the c^icer to withdraw ; but the latter assuring 
him they should all have quarter, and be properly 
treated, and the Count fearing that some of his at- 
tendants might be tempted by these ofkn, found 
himself at last obliged to order his men to fire upon 
the officer, who was instantly killed. The Poles 
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•ammoned him again by a Domiaican fiiar, who met 
a similar fate. The Count then drew all his men 
together ; and telling them, that . now they must 
expect no quarter, he said that he saw no alternative 
but to perish, or escape under cover of the night ; that 
the sBuJl detachment that invested the house could 
not be instantly supported by the main body ; diat 
consequently it could not be a di£Scult matter to force 
them; and that if they reached the wood, which 
was only a few yards distant from the house, they 
would be immediately out of all danger. The major 
part closed with the Count's opinion ; he therefore 
marched out with fourteen men. He first met a 
guard that had but just dismounted ; they were not 
over cautious, as they did not imagine that a handfitl 
of men could have conceived so daring a resoluticn* 
The Count attacked the guard sword in hand, and 
put them all to flight ; and having thus cleared hi^ 
way, he got safe into the wood, and afterwards to 
the city of Sandomir, where there was a Saxon gar- 
nson bebn§^ng to his father, 

STRATAGEM SIGNALLY DEFEATED. 

A few days after the battle of Falkirk, so disastrous 
to the English army, Lord Loudon made a dashing 
attempt to seize the Pretender at Moy, the account 
of which is thus narrated by the Chevalier John- 
stone : 

** On the 16th February, the prince slept at Moy, 
a castle belonging to tho chief of the clan of Mack- 
intosh, about two leagues from Inverness. Lord 
Loudon, lieutenant-general in the service of King 
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George, and colonel of a regiment of Highlanders, 
being at Inverness, with about two thousand tegular 
troops, the prince intended to wait the arrival of the 
other column, before approaching nearer to that town. 
In the meantime. Lord Loudon formed the project 
of seizing by surjNrise the person of the prince, who 
could have no suspicion of any attempt of the kind, 
conceiving himself in perfect security at Moy; and 
his lordship would have succeeded in this design, but 
for the intervention of that invisible Being who fre- 
quently chooses to manifest his power in overturning 
the best contrived schemes of feeble mortals. His 
lordship, at three o'clock in the afternoon, . posted 
guards, and a chain of senUneb, all round Inverness, 
both within and without the town, with positive 
orders not to suffer any person to leave it, on any 
pretext whatever, or whatever the rank of the person 
might be. He ordered, at the same time, fiiteen- 
hundred men to hold themselves in readiness to march 
at a moment's warning ; and having assembled this 
body of troops without noise, and without alarming 
the inhabitants, he put himself at their head, and 
instantly set off, planning his march so as to ar- 
rive at the castle of Moy about eleven o'clock at 
night. 

" Whilst some English officers were drinking in the 
house of Mrs. Bailly, an inkeeper in Inverness, and 
passing the time till the hour of their departure, her 
daughter, a giil of about thirteen or fourteen years 
of age, who happened to wait on them, paid great 
attention to their conversation, and, from certain ex- 
pressions dropped from them, she discovered their 
designs. As soon as this generous girl was certain as 
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to their intentions, she immediately left the house, 
escaped from the town, notwithstanding the vigilance 
of the sentinels, and took the road to Moy, running 
as fast as she was able, without shoes or stockings, 
which, to accelerate her progress, she bad taken off, 
in order to inform the prince of the danger that 
menaced him.. She reached Moy, quite out of breath, 
before Lord Loudon; and the princcj with diffi- 
culty, escaped in his robe de chambre, night-cap, and 
slippers, to the neighbouring mountains, wh^re he 
passed the night in concealment. This dear girl; to 
whom the prince owed his life, was in great danger of 
losing her own, from her excessive fatigue on this 
occasion; but by the care and attentions she em- 
perienced, her health was re-established. The prince, 
having no suspicion of such a daring attempt, had 
very few people with him in the castle of Moy. 

" As soon as the girl had spread the alarm, the 
blacksmith of the village of Moy presented- himself 
to the prince, and assured his royal highness that he 
had no occasion 1o leave the castle, as he would an- 
swer for it, with his head, that Lord Loudon and his 
troops would be obliged to return faster than they 
came. The prince had not sufficient confidence in 
his assurances, to neglect seeking his safety by flight 
to the neighbouring mountstfns. Rowever, the 
blacksmith, for his own satisfaction, put his project 
in execution. He instantly assembled a dozen of his 
companions, and advanced with them about a quarter 
of a league from the castle, on the road to Inverness. 
There he laid an ambuscade, placing six of his com- 
panions on each side of the highway, to wait the 
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arrival of the detachment of Lord Loudon, 'enjoining 
them not to fire till he should tell them, and then not 
to fire together, but one after another. When the 
head of the detachment of Lord Loudon ws^ opposite 
the twelve men, about eleven o'clock in the evening, 
the blacksmith called out with a loud voice, " Here 
come the villains who intend canying off our prince ; 
fire, my lads, do not spare them, — give no quarter V* 
In an instant, muskets were discharged from each side 
of the road ; and the detachment seeing their project 
had taken wind, began to fly in the greatest disorder, 
imagining that our whole army was laying in wait for 
them. Such was their terror and consternation, that 
they did not stop till they reached Inverness. In 
this manner did a common blacksmith, with twelve of 
his companions, put Lord Loudon and fifteen hundred 
of his regular troops to flight. The fifer of his lord- 
ship, who happened to be at the head of the detach- 
ment, was killed by the first discharge, and the de- 
tachment did not wait for a second." 

SIEGE OF USLE. 
The duke of Burgundy having under hmi Yen- 
d6me, commanded, in 1708, the army destined to 
raise the siege of Lisle. He had a despatch of the 
utmost importance which he wished to convey to the 
place. He despaired of being able to etkct it, when 
a captain in the regiment of Beauvais, of the name 
of Dubois, offered himself for this service, as difficult 
as it was essential. Dubois was an ezceUent swimmer, 
and it was to his skill in this respect, that he trusted 
for the accomplishment of the undertaking. Seven 
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canals had to be traTersed beiore he coaM reach 
Lale. The whole of these he swam in successkm, 
kaeping ahrajFS ander water when there was any 
chuice of his bdng observed ; and succeeded in en- 
tering Lisle without having been seen or heaid by any 
of the gnaids posted along the banks. As soon as 
this intrepid man had acquitted himsHf of hit com- 
mission, be took the orders of Maishall Boofflers, who 
commanded in the jrface, and regained the camp in 
the same manner, and with as much success, as he 
had entered the town. This daring action of the 
officer was soon made known, and PriiK» Eugene 
himself, who conducted the siege, spoke of him to 
hb officers as an example of courage, zeal, and ex- 
perience. 

CHALLENGE GALLANTLY ACCEPTED. 

Captain Tinker, who commanded his maJ6sty*8 
ship the Argo, a frigate of eight and twenty gmw* 
being stationed with some cutters off O^end, in 
1760, to observe the motions of Thuiot, sent a mes- 
senger to the governor of the place, importing, that 
as the king, his master, was not at war with the house 
of Austria, he expected to be supplied with refresh- 
ments from Ostend, although it was garrisoned with 
French troops ; otherwise, he should make prize of 
every vessel belonging to the place, that should pre- 
sume to come out of the harbour. No notice being 
taken of this messa^, he proceeded to put his threat 
in execution, and detained three fishing boats. I1ie 
governor finding he was in earnest, sect out a flag 
of truce with a compliment, assuring him, that he 
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would comply with his request, and the captain re- 
ceived daily supplies from shore. In the course of 
this correspondence, the commander of a French 
frigate of thirty guns, then lying in the harbour, sent 
notice to Captain Tinker, that if he would dismiss 
his small craft, and give his honour that none of the 
squadron under Commodore Boys should interfere in 
the contest, he would next day come out and give 
him battle. Captain Tinker desired the messenger to 
inform him, that he would dismiss the cutters ; and not 
only give his word, but even an officer as an hostage 
for the performance, that he should not be assisted 
by any ship of the commodore's squadron, which 
lay seven or eight leagues to leewand ; but that he 
would engage him singly, at a minute's warning. 
He accordingly made the ship ready for the engage- 
ment next morning, when he weighed anchor, hoisted 
the Hritish ensign, and stood in shore to the mouth 
of the harbour, where he brought to, with his 
courses clewed, and his maintop-sail to the mast. 
In this posture he lay, with dying colours, as long 
as the tide would permit him to remain, almost close 
to the fortifications of the place, in sight of all 
the French officers who were assembled to see the 
combat; but the Frenchman did not think proper 
to keep the appointment, though it was of his own 
making. 

GENEROUS REVENGE. 

When Admiral Keppel was in close engagement 
with a French ship, and the vessel appeared likely 
to sink, he gave orders for his men to cease firing. 

L 
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The French, in retum for this act of geoerosity, 
poured in a smart fire, A broadside or two, however, 
from the English, put them in the most imminent 
danger, and they struck ; upon which, boats weie sent 
to their relief by Admiral K^pel, who saved the un« 
grateful Frenchmen from penshing, while their ship 
sunk to the bottom. 

EUROPEAN DISCIPUNE. 

The great improvement which has of late yean 
taken place in Persian tactics, by the introduction oi 
European discipline, was most sensibly shown at the 
close of the last Russian campaign. The Crown Prince 
of Persia, Abbas Mirza, who may be considered as 
the first to make this improvement, described with 
great na'ivite to Mr. Morier, his motives for intro- 
ducing the new system. He said, that he found out 
that it was in vain to fight the Russians without sol- 
diers like tlieirs ; that their artilleiy could only be 
opposed by artilleiy ; and that all his efforts to make 
an impression upon them with his undisciplined 
rabble, had uniformly been unsuccessful. His first 
essays in discipline were attended with little success, 
because he had in the outset to combat the preju- 
dices of the Persian recruits themselves, who re- 
jected the idea of being assimilated in any manner 
to Europeans or Christians ; and particularly to Rus- 
sians, whom their national hatred made them de- 
spise, or perhaps their fear caused them to hate, more 
than all other Europeans. 

To efllace such impressions, the prince was obliged 
to adopt a soldier's dress, and to submit to learn the 
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milkaiy exercise from a Russian. He then com- 
menced with twenty or thirty men at a time, whom 
he caused to be drilled in a seperate court by them« 
selves, in order that they might not be exposed to 
the ndiciile of the populace ; it was not, however, 
until ho had ordered his nobles to follow his example, 
and handle a musket, that he found his scheme make 
any progress. 

Of the former military character of the Persians, 
the Prince Royal relates a singular anecdote. His 
father, the Shah, once besieged a fort, and had with 
him one gun, with only three balls ; and even this 
was accounted extraordinary. He fired off two of the 
balFs at the fort, and then summoned it to surrender. 
The besieged, who knew that he had only one baH 
left, sent him this answer : **-For God's sake fire off 
your other ball at us, and then we shall be free of you 
altogether.' 



»t 



INDIAN PARTIZANS. 

It is not unusual in India for a militaiy adventurer 
to coHect a body of men, sometimes only a lew hun- 
dreds, at other times several thousands ; and after 
equipping them as soldiers, to let himself and them 
out to any prince or chief in want of aid, at so much 
a month. The bargain generally is, so much for the 
commander himself; so much for eveiy European; 
and so much for eveiy native, every horse, gun, &c. 
The hired party furnishes every thing; pay, provi- 
sions, arms, tents, bullocks, &c. ; and is paid aoxMnd- 
ing to a regular muster, which takes place at the end 

l2 
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of each month. Several corps of thib descripdon 
are commanded by Europeans adventurers, chiefly 
British or French. One respectable corps was some- 
tirae ago commanded by Greneral Boyd, an American 
gentleman, now a colonel of militia, imd a membte 
of Congress in the United States. It coasisted d 
three battalions, each of about five hundred men, 
armed with fire-locks, and clothed and disciplined 
like our seapoys. The force, as far as regarded arms, 
and every sort of equipment, was the sole jUDp^ty <^ 
General Boyd ; and he was at all times ready to serve 
with any power or person in want of troops. Once he 
was in the pay of Tukaji Holkar ; afterwards in the 
Feishwa's service; disliking which, he quitted the 
Mahratta employment and territory, and marched to 
Hyderabad, where he was hired by the mini&ter 
Azim, at Omra, for the service of Nizam Ally Khan. 
After two or thi-ee months, on some supposed slight, he 
demanded his dismission, and marched with his corps 
back to Poonah ; when soon after, having no eligible 
ofier of service, and being desirous of returning to 
Ameiica, he disposed of his elephants, guns, anus, 
and equipments, to Colonel Filose, a Neapolitan par- 
tizan in the service of Dowlat Rao Sindea, paying all 
his adherents their arrears, and discharging them. 



RETRIBUTION. 

In the rebellion of 1745, a party of CumberlandV 
di-agoons were hurrying through Nithsdale in search 
of rebels. Hungry and fetigued, they called at a lone 
widow's house, and demanded refreshment. Het 
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son, a lad of sixteen, dressed them up lang kale and 
hutter, and the good woman brought new milk, which 
she told them was all her stock. One of the party 
inquired, with seeming kindness, how she lived. 
** Indeed," quoth she, '* the cow and the kale yard, 
wi' God*s blessing's, a' my mailen," He arose, and 
with his sabre killed the cow, and destroyed all the 
kale. The poor woman was thrown upon the world, 
and died of a broken heart ; the disconsolate youths 
her son, wandered away beyond the inquiry of friends 
or the search of compassion. In the continential was, 
when the British army had gained a great and signal 
victory, the soldiers were making merry with wine, 
and recounting their exploits. A dragoon roared 
out, "I once starved a Scotch witch in Mithsdale. 
I killed her cow, and destroyed her greens;" but. 
added he, *' she could live for all that on her God, as 
she said \" " And don't you rue it V cried a young 
soldier, starting up, "don't you rue it?" **Ruc 
what?" said he, "rue aught like that?"^ ''Then*, 
by my God," cried the youth, unsheathing his sword', 
"that woman was my mother! Draw, you brutal 
villain, draw." lliey fought ; the youth passed his 
sword twice through the dragoon's body, and while 
he turned him over in the throes of death, exclaimed, 
" Had you rued it, you should have only been punished 
by your God /" 



MAGNANIMITY. 
At the siege of one of the strong towns in Flanders, 
during the wars of Louis XIV., it was necessary to 
reconnoitre the point of attack. The danger was 
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aliiiosi inevitable. A hundred louis wore promiied 
to any one who would undertake it. Several of the 
bravest of the soldiers appeared indiiiereiit to the 
ofkTf when a young mau stepped forward to aooom- 
plish the desired object ; he left the detachment, and 
remained absent a long time ; he was thought killed. 
While the officers were deploring his ftite, he letomed, 
and no less gained their admiration by the precisicm 
than the sangfroid of his recital. The hundred lonis 
were immediately presented to him. " Vaiu vmu 
moquex de nun, num gSntraX,** was his reply ; " F«-tHni 
id. pour d$ Vargent" 

LIGHT HORSE. 

The fiTst institution of this useful corps that we 
know of in Britain, was during the rebellion of 1745, 
when the late Duke of Kingston raised in Notting- 
hamshire a regiment of light horse for his majraty's 
service, at his own .eiqpenoe, upon an entirely new 
plan, in imitation of the hussars in foreign . .sendee. 
'J'hey were to act regularly or irregularly, as occasion 
required, without adhering to the strict rules of the 
heavy horse; but at any time to co-operate with 
them ; they were mounted upon slender hones of 
various colours, and their whole accoutrements were 
as light as possible, and of every sort and species, 
llie advantage of this description of force was suffi- 
ciently shown at the battle of CuUoden Muir, where 
Kingston's light horse were the first to break into the 
rebel army, and among the most efficient in pursuing 
the scattered remains of the unfortunate Highlanders. 
There were three persons in the corps, belonging to 
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the to^^n of NoUinghain, who used to boast of having 
each killed fourteen rebels on this bloody day. It is 
a singular enough coincidence, as mentioned by Cap- 
tain Hinde, in his ** Discipline of the Light Horse/' 
that the three persons who thus distinguished^ them< 
selves in the slaugher of a flying foe, were originally 
butchers by profession. On the reduction of the 
corps, after the suppression of the rebellion, the Duke 
of Cumberland was so highly pleased with them, that 
he solicited leave from his father. King George II., 
to form as many of tliem as chose to re-enlist, into a 
regular regiment, of which his royal highness was to 
be colonel ; and such was the attachment of the men 
to the service, that the whole, with the exception of 
eight, entered immediately into the new r^^ent. 

IMPOSSIBILITIES. 

When the great Lord Chatham had settled a plan 
for a naval expedition he had in view, he sent onlers 
to Lord Anson to see that the necessary arrangments 
were made immediately for properly fitting out the 
ships required, by a given tune. On the receipt of 
these orders, Mr. Cleveland was sent from the ad- 
miral, to remonstrate on the impossibility of obeying 
them. He found his lordship in the most excruciating 
pain, from one of the most severe fits of the gout he 
had ever experienced. ** Impossible, sir !" said he, 
" don't talk to me of impossibilities -/' and then 
raising himself upon his legs, while the perspiration 
stood in large drops on his face, and every fibre of 
his body was convulsed with agony, he added, ** Go, 
sir, and tell his lordship that he has td do with a mi- 
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Ulster who treads od impossibilities." The expedi- 
tion was then equipped by the time his lordship had 
fixed. 



A NAVAL ALARM. 

When a British fleet menaced a part of the Ame- 
*ican coast during the revolution, a man promulgated 
that he had discovered a combustible matter which 
could be easily conveyed uninjured to the ships, and 
then taking fire, produced a dreadful conflagration. 
With a knowledge of the inventions of Franklin and 
others, it was no wonder that this intimation, which 
was soon purposely conveyed to the English navml 
commander, idiould induce him to act with caution. 
At an appointed day a number of barrels were set 
on float, which made their way towards the ships« 
while the artist was embarked with a complicated ap 
paratus, in a little boat. Shortly after, one of tUe 
barrels exploding with considerable blaze and rq»ort» 
the fleet, whose cables were already slipped, departed 
with precipitate haste, leaving the inventor, whose 
dangerous scheme was now entirely exhausted, u full 
possession of the coast for many miles. 



NELSON. 

This darling hero of his country, when eighteen 
years of age, was obliged to return from sea, on 
account of the bad state of his health, and leave his 
brother officers, then, like himself, beginning their 
career, in the full enjoyment of health and hope. 
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This depressed his spirits veiy much ; and long after- 
wards, when the fame of Nelson was known as 
widely as that of England itself, he spoke of the 
feelings which he at that time endured. ** I felt im- 
pressed/' said he, ** that I should never rise in my 
profession. My mind was staggered with a view of 
the di£Sculties which I bad to surmount, and the little 
interest I possessed. I could discover no means of 
reaching the object of my ambition. After a long 
and gloomy reverie, in which I almost wished myself 
overboard, a sudden glow of patriotism was kindled 
within me, and presented my king and country as 
my patrons. ' Well then,' I exclaimed, ' I will be a 
hero ; and confiding in Providence, I will brave every 
danger.' From that hour, as he often declared to 
Captain Hardy, a radiant orb was suspended before 
his mind's eye, which urged him on to rcnowe ; and 
he spoke of* tliese aspirations of his youth, as if they 
had in them a character of divinity, as if, 

" The light which led him on. 
Was light.from Heaven." 

Although the promotion of Nelson was as rapid as 
it could be, yet it was much too slow for his ardent 
ambition. He was never happy for a moment, when 
not on actual service. In a letter to the Lords of the 
Admiralty, in 1792, requesting a ship, he adds, ** if 
your lordships will only be pleased to appoint me to 
a cockle boat, I shall he\ grateful." 

After the sieges of Calvi and Bastia, in 1793, in 
which Nelson displayed military talents which would 
not have disgraced a general, hb services, by an un- 
pardonable omission, were altogether overlooked , his 
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Dame did not even appear in the list of wounded, 
although he had lost an eye. " One hundred and 
ten days," said he, " I have been actually engaged at 
sea and on shore against the enemy ; three actions 
against ships, two against Bastia in my own ship, 
four boat actions, two villages taken, and twelve sail 
of vessels burnt. I do not know that any one- has 
done more ; 1 have had the comfort to be ailways ap- 
plauded by my commanders in chief, but never te 
b^ rewarded ; and what is more mortifying, for sw- 
vice in which I have been wounded, others have been 
praised, who, at the time, were actually in bed, far 
from the scene of action. They have not done me 
justice ; but never mind — ^I'll have a gazette of my 
own." How amply was this second sight of glory 
realized t 

Previous to his attack on Teneri£fe, after having 
failed in an attempt to take it before, he wrote to his 
commander in chief, " This night I command the 
whole force destined to land under the batteries of 
the town ; and to-morrow my head will probably be 
crowned either with laurel or cypress." Perfectly 
aware how desperate a service this was likely to 
prove, he called his son-in-law. Lieutenant Nisbet, 
into his cabin, that he might assist in arranging and 
burning his mother's letters. Perceiving that the 
young man was armed, he earnestly begged him to 
remain behind. " Should we both fall, Josiah," 
said he, " what will become of your poor mother t 
The care of the llieseus falls to you ; stay, there- 
fore, and take care of her." Nisbet replied, ** Sir, 
the ship must take care of herself. I will go with 
you to night, if I never go again." 
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The boats landed amidst powerful discharges oi 
forty or fifty pieces of cannon, with musquetry from 
one end of the town to the otb*v. Nelson, when in 
the act of stepping out of the boat, received a shot 
through the right elbow, and fell ; Nisbet, who was 
close to him, placed him at the bottom of the boat. 
He then examined the wound, and taking a silk hand- 
kerchief from his neck, bound it above the lacerated 
vessels, which saved his life. One of the bargemen 
tore his shirt into shreds, and made a sling for the 
wounded arm. Nisbet took one of the oars, and 
collecting four or five seamen, rowed back towards 
the vessel. Nelson desired to be raised up, that he 
" might look a little about him ;" when a general 
shriek was heard from the crew of the Fox, which 
had received a shot under water, and gone down. 
Ninety-seven men sunk with her, and eighty-three 
were saved, many by Nelson himself, whose exer- 
tions on this occasion materially increased the pain 
and danger of the wound. The first ship which the 
boat could reach, happened to be the Sea-horse ; but 
nothing could induce him to go on board, though he 
was assured that the attempt to row to another ship 
might be at the risk of his life. ** I had rather suffer 
death," said he, " than alarm Mrs. Freemantle, by 
letting her see me in this state, when I can give her 
no tidings of her husband.*' He was then rowed 
alongside the Theseus, and peremptorily refused all 
assistance in getting on board ; so impatient was he 
that the boat should return in hopes of saving a few 
more men from the Fox. He desired to have only a 
single rope thrown over the side, which he twisted 
round his left hand. ** Let me alone/' said he, " I 
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have yet my legs left and one arm. Tell the surgeon 
to get his instraments ; 1 know I must lose my light 
arm, so the aooner it is off the better." 

It was Nelson's practice during a cruise, whenever 
circumstances would permit, to have his captains on 
board, and fully explain to them his plans. He had 
done this previous to the battle of the Nile ; and when 
Captain Berry, on comprehending the design of doub- 
ling on the enemy's ships, exclaimed with transport, 
**lf we succeed, what will the world sayl" '* There 
is no if in the case ;" replied Nelson, " that we shall 
succeed, is certain ; who may live to tell the story, 
is the only question." 

In this battle the French had a superiority over the 
British of one hundred and eighty-four guns, and 
three thousand one hundred and eighty-two men; 
yet they lost five sail taken, three sail burnt, one 
driven on shore and fired, and three frigates. '* A 
victory," said the gallant Nelson, ** is not a word 
strong enough for such an achievement ; it should be 
called a conquest.'' From Bonaparte it drew this 
acknowledgment. " The destinies have wished to 
prove by this event, as by all others, that if they have 
given us a great preponderance on the Continent, they 
have given the empire of the sea to our rivals.'' 

Of all the engagements in which Nelson had been 
engaged, that off Copenhagen was said to have been 
the most terrible [See Anecdotes of Enterprise} ; when 
it was terminated, and Nelson had landed, some dif- 
ficulty occurred in adjusting the duration of the 
armistice. Nelson required sixteen weeks, giving 
hke a seaman the true reason, that he might have 
time to act against the Russian fleet, and return. 
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This not being acceded to, a hint was thrown out by 
one of the Danish commissioners of the renewal of 
hostilities. " Renew hostilities !" said he, to one of 
his friends, for he understood French enough to com- 
prehend what was said, though not to answer it in 
the same language ; ** tell him we are ready at a 
moment ! ready to bombard this very night !' 
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MILITARY AVALANCHE. 

In an action with the Bavarians at Brixen, the 
Tyrolese used an extraordinary method of destroying 
their enemies. They had, by the direction of Has- 
pinger, felled several enormous trees, upon which 
they piled large masses of rock, and heaps of rub- 
bish ; the whole were bound together by strong 
cords, and held suspended over the edge of a 
precipice* During the action, the Tyrolese de- 
coyed a body of the enemy's troops, by appearing 
to retreat, immediately under the spot, when in an 
instant the ropes were cut, and the whole structure 
came thundering down upon the heads of the unfor- 
tunate troops beneath. Few had time to escape , 
the principal part of than were instantly crushed to 
death ; a death-hke stillness succeeded to the tre- 
mendous noise of the falling avalanche, which was 
alone interrupted by the dreadful shrieks of those 
who were perishing in the ruins. For a moment the 
firing ceased on both sides, but was soon renewed 
with double vigour on the part of the enemy, who at 
length succeeded in forcing the Tyrolese to retreat to 
toe Laditcher bridge, which was immediately blown 
up. The enemy had sustained -too severe a loss to 
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renew the combat, and both parties leparated. Has- 
pinger immediately retreated to Brixen, to collect 
provisions, and to re-assemble those peasants who 
had returned there during the action. 

PATRIOTISM. 

When Lord Nelson sailed for Copenhagen, «iid 
the destination of the fleet was sufiBciently known, 
seme Danish soldiers, who were on board the Amaxon 
frigate, went to Captain Riou, and requested that iie 
would get them exchanged into a ship bound on some 
other service ; they had no wish, they said, to quit the 
British navy, but they entreated that they might 
not be led to fight against their country. There was 
not in the British navy a man who had a higher, or 
more chivalrous, sense of honour and duty, than 
Kiou. The tears came into his eyes while the men 
were addressing him ; he ordered his boat instantly, 
and did not return to the Amazon till he had procured 
their exchange. It was in this action &at the gallant 
Riou fell. The frigates were hauling off, and at the 
moment the Amazon showed her stem to the enemy, 
he was killed. Almost his last words were an ex- 
pression of regret at being obliged to retreat. 
" \¥hat,'' said he, ** will Nelson think of us?" 

MARSHAL NEY. 

This brave but ill-fated general, in the retreat from 
Moscow, had recourse to every manoeuvre that the 
most extraordinary courage and talents oonld efiect. 
Passing over an unknown country, he marched with 
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his troops drawn up in the form of a square, and 
constantly repelled with success the attacks of six 
thousand cossacks, who every moment charged ftiri- 
oosly upon him, to compel him to surrender. His 
retieat was one of the most beautiful operations of 
the campaign. When he passed the Dneiper, all 
his troops were in despair, and every one considered 
himself lost. His staiff eagerly sought him to receive 
his orders. To their great surprise, he was found 
couched beneath a ridge of snow, and attentively ex- 
amining a chart. The calmness of theii* chief, in 
circumstances of so much danger, immediately dissi- 
pated their fears, and inspired them with confidence 
and hope. 



EVACUATION OF COIMBRA. 

When Lord Wellington evacuated Coimbra on the 
approach of the enemy, the ^wn had been generally 
quitted by the higher classes of inhabitants ; a consi- 
derable portion however still remained, hoping that 
the enemy might yet be prevented from getting pos- 
session of it ; but an alam having been given that the 
enemy was approaching, or had entered the town, at 
one burst the whole of the remaining inhabitants ran 
shrieking to the bridge, which, being veiy narrow, was 
completely wedged by the people crowding upon 
it The unhappy fugitives who found their fl^ht 
impeded, threw themselves into the river, and waded 
titiough it. In the midst of all the horrors of this 
scene ; of the cries of the wretched people who were 
separated from their families; of those who were 
leaving their homes, their property, the only means 
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of sub^tence, without the prospect of procuring 
wherewith to live for the next day, and of those who 
believed the enemy, with his train of unheard-of cruel- 
ties, at their heeb ; the ear was most powerfully 
arrested by the screams of despair which issued finom 
the gaol ; where the mi^rable captives, who saw their 
countrymen escaping, believed diat they should be 
left victims to the ferocity of the French. The shrieks 
of these unhappy people were fortunately beard by 
Lord Wellington, who sent his aide-de-camp, Lord 
March, to relieve them from their situation ; aiid thus 
the last of the inhabitants of Coimbra escaped from 
the enemy. 

REVENGE IN AN INVADED COUNTRY. 

On the night of the surrender of Almeida to the 
French, Colonel Pavetti, the. chief of the gens 
d'armerie of France, in Spain, setting out upon 
his return to his head quarters at Fort La Con- 
ception, was accompanied by two other officers and 
twelve men ; the night was extremely dark and stor- 
my, and he lost his way. He met with a Poito- 
gueze shepherd, whom he took for his guide, and who 
promised to conduct him to the fort. But this 
peasant coald not resist his feelings of animosity 
against the invaders of his country, and under the 
pretence of having missed his way, he brought the 
party to his own village. He persuaded Colonel 
Pavetti to put up for the night in the house of the 
Jues de Fora, and pretended that he would procui« 
provisions for him. Instead, however, of employing 
himself in that way, he collected the inhabitants. 



WAR. 12^5 

fell upon the French, and killed them all except the 
colonel, whom he beat most severely, as well as his 
servant, who stated himself to be a German. The 
next day the colonel, with two ribs broken, was 
carried to the head quarters of the Duke of Welling- 
ton, who treated him with great kindness. To ap- 
preciate this circumstance, it must be remembered 
that it took place in the middle of an army of 60,000 
Frenchmen, all ready to revenge it ; but the animosity 
of the Portuguese was too strong to be resbted by 
any calculations of this sort. 

THE FRENCH IN PORTUGAL. 

On the entiy of the French troops into Leyria in 
Portugal, in 1808, they committed the most atrocious 
acts of cruelty. One of the superior officers of the 
French, related of himself, that upon entering the 
place, he met a woman with a child at her breast ; that 
the appearance of the infant excited his pity, but 
** $e rappellant qu*il itmt soldat** he pierced the two 
bodies with a single thrust of his sword. When the 
English advanced guard arrived there, they found in 
one of the convents the dead bodies of several monks, 
who had been killed by the French soldiers ; some of 
whom had dipped their hands in the blood of these 
unfortunate victims, and had daubed with it the walls 
of the convent. The cruelties committed by the 
French in this instance, had their origin in the nature 
of the war ; they hoped, by inflicting vengeance on 
the patriots, to arrest the progress of an insurrection 
which menaced their total overthrow 
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MILITARY MAD^^ESS. 

When George the Second proposed giving tbe 
command of the expedition against Quebec to Ge- 
neral Wolfe, great objections were raised by the 
ministry ; and the Duke of Newcastle, in particular, 
begged his majesty to consider that the man was actu- 
ally mad. " Mad is he f* said the king ; " well, if he 
be, I wish his madness was epidemic, and that every 
officer 'a my army was seized with it." 

DISINTERESTEDNESS. 

On the death of Marshal Keith, his brother, the 
Lord Marshal, wrote to Madame Geoffrin, ** You can 
have no notion to what a vast treasure 1 have suc- 
ceeded by the death of my brother. At the head of 
an immense army, he had just levied a contribution 
upon Bohemia, and I find seventy ducats is his 
strong box !' 



i»» 



JUST RESENTMENT. 
At the time of taking the Castle of Bude by 
Soliman in 1529, the garrison, without defending 
itself, offered to capitulate, and obtained the honours 
of war. As they defiled, the Turks insulted them, 
and reproached them with a want of courage. A 
German soldier, unable to bear such a stigma, looked 
on a Janissary with a threatening air, and said, " What 
hast thou to reproach me with ? I do not command ; 
I obey.'* At the same time he drew his sword, and 
run him through tlie body» 
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BURYING THE DEAD AT WATERLOO. 

A private le^ from Mons, dated tbe 14th Jaly» 
1815, mentions the following horrible circumstances 
which attended the burying of the dead on the field 
of Waterloo. *' It is only four days since the burying 
of the dead bpdies with which the field of the battle 
of Mont St. Jean was strewed. Several thousand 
carts had been put in requi^tion for this operation in 
the department of Jemappe. After the lapse of ten, 
twelve and even fifteen days, there were found among 
the dead carcasses great numbers pf wounded, who, 
impelled by madness or hunger, had eaten of the 
bodies of the men {^nd horses ths^ surrounded them. 
I say madness, because there were some pf them who 
even then cried, in their dying agonies, ' Vive VEmpe- 
reur/ ** 



DESTRUCTION OF A TURKISH FLEET. 

In 1770, a Russian fleet of ten sail of the line 
under Count Orloff, encountered in the Mediterranean 
the Turkish fleet of fifteen sail. A severe action 
ensued which, notwithstanding the superiority in 
number of the Turks, ended in their entire destruc- 
tion. The Russian admiral. Spirited*, in a ship of 
ninety guns, engaged the Turkish i^dmira^'s ship of 
equal force ; they fought with great bravery ; grappled 
each other ; and at length both ships blew up at the 
same instant with a most terrible explosion ; and the 
crews amounting to nearly two thousand men almost 
all perished. The Turkish fleet retired in the night. 
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close to the island of Scio, and under the pfotectkm 
of some land batteries. Count Orloff resolved to at- 
tenpt their destruction by fire ships; and Captain 
(afterwards Admiral) Greig was appointed to imda- 
take the dangerous service. At one o*clock in the 
morning. Captain Greig, with lieutenant Dngdale 
another British officer, under him, bore down with die 
fire ships; but the crews were so intimidated, that 
they had to keep them to dieir duty by dint of sword 
and pistol, and were at last left to put the match to 
the fire riiips witb tiieir own hands, when they jump- 
. ed over board* and swam to their boats, in danger every 
moment of being struck by the balls of the Turks, or 
of being involved in the explosion of their own ves- 
sels. The success was so complete^ tiiat in five hours, 
with the exception of one man^ of war and some gal- 
lies, which were towed off by the Russians, the whole 
Turkish fleet was destroyed. The town and castle 
were reduced to a heap of ruins by the bombardment 
of die squadron ; and at nine iir the morning, there 
was scarcely a vestige of a town, a castle, and a fine 
fleet, which had ill been in existence at one the same 
morning. 

WORDS. 

After the battle of Jena, Bonaparte dined with 
Wieland, commonly called the Voltaire of Germany ; 
and gravely conversed with him concerning the horrirt 
of war, and the folly of shedding blood ; and men- 
tioned various projects for the establishment of a per^ 
pettutl peace. 
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BATTLE OF TOURNAY. 

In the battle of Toumay in 1794, the English 
army was quite surrounded by the French, and no 
resource was )eft bi)t tp cut their way though an 
enemy infinitely superior in numbers ; this was no 
sooner thought of, thap measures were adopted for 
the purpose. The French, however, not daring to op- 
pose so brave a band, made a lane for them to pass 
through, and coolly received them on each side with 
showers of musketiy. 

In this movement, his Royal Highness the Duke of 
York narrowly escaped being made prisoner. Ac- 
companied by an Austrian general, and two other 
officers, he reached a village which had been taken the 
preceding day from the enemy, and supposing it still 
in the hands of the allies, they rode through it at full 
gallop. In turning the corner of one of the streets 
rather sharply, they discovered that the village was 
then in the hands of the French, and a column of the 
enemy facing them ; the latter supposing the duke 
was at the head of a body of troops, at first fied, 
after having fired a volley at them, which killed the 
Austrian general by the side of his royal highness. 
Recovering, however, from this error, the French pur- 
sued the duke and his two companions until they 
came near a river. The duke threw himself off his 
horse, and so did one of the oflteers, and they waded 
through the river, the third taking the water with his 
horse. All this was done under the fire of the 
French, who had brought a six pounder to bear upon 
them. On the other side of the river, the duke for- 
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tunately met with a led horse of Captain Murray'i, 
which he mounted, and thus arrived in safety at 
Toumay.^ 



POLITE PILLAGING. 

When Field Marshal Fretag was taken priioner at 
Kezpoede, the French hussar who seized him, per- 
ceiving that he had a valuable watch, said, " Give me 
your watch." The marshal instantly complied with 
the demand of the captor. A short time after, when 
he was liberated by General Walmoden, and the 
French hussar had become a prisoner in his turn, he 
with great unconcern pulled the marshal's watch from 
his pocket, and presenting it to him, said, " SiaoB 
fate has turned against me, take back this watch ; it 
belonged to you, and it would not be so well to let 
others strip me of it." The marshal, pleased with the 
honesty of the hussar, bid him keep the watch in le- 
membrance of his having once had its owner for a jvi- 
8oner» 



FRENCH EMIGRANTS. 

In 1794, the town of Bois le Due was taken hj 
General Pichegru» The Prince of Hesse Philipstadt 
gave it up most shamefully, tiiough .fully supplied 
with provisions, a sufiicieot number of troops, and 
every thing requbite to sustain a long siege. A prin- 
cipal part of the garrison consisted of emigrants, who 
were separately paraded, to the number of four hund- 
red, and shown to Pichegru by the prince, thoiu^fa lie 
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had wished that they should not be pointed out to him. 
Pichegni, however, passed without seeming to notice 
them. The prince again repeated to him, that they 
were emigrants ; when Pichegru, with a look expres- 
sive of the contempt in which he held him, said, ** I 
am veiy sorry that your highness is so particular ;" 
and, says Captain Jones, who relates the anecdote, 
immediately ordered them all to be shot. 



THE SULIOTS. 

When All Pasha, the Albanian chief, one of the 
most daring and ferocious leaders of his age, had es- 
tablished his interest on a firm footing in Constanti- 
nople, and was extending his sway towards the north, 
he determined on the extermination of the Suliots, a 
clan contemptible in number, but formidable from their 
warlike character, their daring courage, and enthusi- 
astic love of liberty. They had a chosen band of 
1000 palikars, all citizens of the four principal towns ; 
and 1500 more embodied from the seven colonies, and 
the other dependencies, during their contests with AH 
Pasha, llie women of the republic were scarcely in- 
ferior to the men in bravery ; troops of heroines con- 
stantly attended upon the soldiers, to carry provi- 
sions and ammunition, to assist the wounded, and if 
necessaiy, to engage in battle. like the ancient 
Spartans, the Suliots never inquired about the num- 
bers of an enemy, but only where that enemy might be 
found. 

To subdue a people like this \y open warfore, was 
not the poticy of Ali, and he tbeiefore had recowie 
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U) stratagem and treachery but for for this time withooi 
effect ; and he was ebliged to seek their destmctioD 
by other means. Ali now pat his troops in motion, 
and the Suliots were obliged to retreat before soperior 
numbers. The Turks pursued them with great spirit 
down the valley of Acheron, but received e check it 
the pass of Klissura, being there met with siich ^o 
leys of musketry from the fortress of Hcboe, hy 
which it in commanded, as well as from behind the 
rocks and precipices, that the passage became nearly 
chocked up with their dead bodies. 

The Pasha ordered the tower to be taken at any 
expense, and ofiered various rewards to those who 
most distinguished themselves ; with a present of five 
hundred purses to the man who should first enter 
Kako-Suli. The Albanians now fought like lions un- 
der the inspection of their chief, and upon the 
strength of his promises ; but the pass of Thermo- 
pylsB itself could nat have been more bravely de- 
fended than was Klissiira by the gallant Suliots, who 
had this advantage on their side, that they fought 
under cover of the rocks, huge frogments oi which 
were hurled down upon the assailants by the veiy 
women and children. The Albanians now fell in 
such numbers, that the dead bodies formed, as it were, 
a wall between the combatants, and choked up the 
pass : the ammunition of the Suliots at length b^^an 
to fail, their fire slackened, and fresh troops of their 
enemies constantly succeeding, they retired towards 
Kiafia. The Turks did not wait to ccrry the fortress 
of Tichos, but leaving it in their rear, set up the yell 
of war, and rushed after the Suliots, whilst the Pasha, 
viewing ail these actions from his position through a 
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telescope, was alreacfy, in imaginatian, master of the 
capital. In this attack, Promio, Aga of Paiamithia, 
a man of great courage and gigantic stature, who was 
attended to the war by several of his sons, all noted 
warriors, highly distinguished himself : so also did 
Hassan Zapari, the most powerful Bey of Margariti, 
a large Turkish town in the Strict of Tzamouria. 
Kiaffa was soon found to be untenable by the Suliots ; 
it was therefore deserted by all the inhabitants, who 
took refuge in their inaccessible mountains ; whilst 
the troops of the republic, followed by the Pasha's 
army retreated towards Kako-Suli. The great fort 
of Aghia •Paraskeyi upon Kunghi, which commands 
the Tripa, a deep chasm between Kiafia and the 
capital, was at this time so thinly garrisoned, as to be 
unable to intercept the pursuers ; and Suli would 
have been lost, but for an act of female valour, whicli 
well deserves comparison with that of Telesilla and 
her Argives. The heroine Mosco, arming all her fe- 
male warriors, rushed out of the town sword in hand, 
stopped the retreat of husbands and brethren, headed 
them in a valiant attack upon the assailants, who were 
nearly breathless by their pursuit up these steep ac- 
clivities, and in a moment turned the tide of war. 
The Albanians, in their turn, retreated and fled ; the 
garrison of Paraskevi, which had received a number 
of fugitives, made a sally to increase their confusion ; 
heaps of stones, which stood ready piled upon the 
edges of the precipices, were roDed down upon the 
flying foe, who were again intercepted at the foot of 
Tichos, and almost annihilated : hundreds of dead bo- 
dies were rolled into the bed of the Acheron, whose 
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torrent was encumbered with the slain; aad whose 
waters were dyed with blood. 

Arrived at this tower, Mosco discovered the body 
of her favourite nephew, a youth of great promise, 
who had been kill^ in the first attack of the posi- 
tion. Animated with a desire of vengeance at this 
sight, she kissed the pale lips of the corpse, and cry- 
ing out, " Since I have not arrived in time to save 
thy life, I will yet avenge thy death," she called on 
the Suliots to follow her example ; and led them like 
a tigress that has lost her whelps, against those troops 
of the enemy who remained about the Pasha in the 
upper regions of the valley. These being jiispirited 
and terrified by the fate of their companions, took 
immediately to flight, and were pursued by the victo- 
rious Suliots as far as the village of Vaieatis, which 
is within seven hours of loannina ; they lost all their 
baggage, ammunition, and arms, which were thix>wn 
away in the flight, besides an immense number of 
prisoners, whose ransom served to enrich the con- 
querors. AH himself killed two horses in his preci- 
pitate escape ; and when he arrived at his capiul, he 
shut himself up in his harem for several days, where 
he admitted no one to his presence, except a few of 
his most confidential friends. 

Scarce a thousand men returned from this expedi- 
tion with their arms ; about 6000 are said to have 
been slain or taken prisoners, and the other 3000 
having been dispersed over the woods and mountaips, 
did not collect together again at loannina before the 
expiration of several weeks. AH having now givea 
up the conquest of Suli as hopeless for the present, 
entered into negociation with its citizens, and con- 
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eluded a peace upon condition of ceding to them 
possession of their acquixed territory as fiir as Der- 
vitziana ; of restoring his prisoners, together with 
Tzavella, the Suliot leader's son > and of paying a 
veiy large sum as a ransom for his captive troops. The 
Beys of Paramitbia and Margarita, who had been 
induced by his wiles to assist in this war, made a 
separate treaty, by which they bound themselves in 
foture to become allies, instead of enemies, to the 
republic. 

Ali did not rest long, but having replenished his 
coffisrs, determined to recommence operations against 
the Suliots, several of whose chief families had proved 
accessible to his arts and bribery ; but although the 
Suliot traitor, Botzari, was now in bis interest, yet the 
terror of the Suliot name was so great throughout 
Albania, that he deemed it necessary to interest his 
followers by some stronger motives than those of con- 
<}uest or revenge. To this end he convoked an assem- 
bly of Agas and Beys, the chiefs of his allies for the 
ensuing war, at loannina. There, when they were 
met together in the castron, he produced the Koran, 
and a venerable sheik, or minister of religion, who un- 
dertook to interpret several of its obscure passages as 
propheticid of the present state of Albania, and in- 
dicating their success in tiie approaching contest ; 
they were exhorted to enter upon it with tiiat enthu- 
siastic zeal which distinguished the first Ottoman con- 
querors ; whilst the rewards of victory and the glories 
of martyrdom were placed before Uieir eyes in the 
roost glowing colours. 

" Come, then, my Agas,'' said Ali, rising from his 
seat, "as many as are true and faithful followers 

n2 
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«f the prophet and wish to preserve both life and 
property, let us swear a solemn oath, invoking the 
name of Mahomet, that nothing bnt death shall divert 
us from warring upon Suli, until that haughty ii^[NiUic 
£aJl beneath our arms." I1ie assembly, urged note 
by fear of the Vizier than by iaith in his propliecies, 
bowed the head in token of compliance, and took the 
oath which he required. 

Ali had collected an army of 18,000 men, with 
which he marched against the devoted Suliots, whose 
numbers never exceeded 3000, but who were com- 
manded by leaders of the most d^ermined htwruj. 
Among the most distinguished of these, was the 
young Foto Tzavella, who had succeeded his father 
as a SuHot chief. Ali soon sustaining another defeat, 
and despairing to conquer Suli by assault, detemuned 
to blockade it ; he divided his army into five columns, 
with which he occupied the entrance c^ the principal 
defiles, and erected redoubts and forts at each. In 
an attack which they made to dispossess the Suliots 
of a hill called Curilla, Foto Tzavella defeated them 
after three hours hard fighting, and drove them down 
the heights. In the eagerness of pursuit, Foto far 
outstripped his companions, which being observed hy 
one of the fugitives who was in danger of being 
overtaken and cut down, he slunk unperceived be- 
hind a rock, fired his musket with deliberate aim, 
and Foto fell ; the man then ran after his companiona, 
who, elated by this event, rallied, and turned their 
faces against the enemy, when a fierce conflict ensued 
over the body of the fallen chief, like that which the 
poet has described over the corpse of Patroclus ; not 
a musket was now fired, bnt each paity fought det- 
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perately with their shaip AlbaDian sabres. Fot» 
being only wounded, and not dead, earnestly en- 
treated his companions to sever his head from his 
body, to prevent the possibility of his being carried 
alive to the Pasha ; but his gallant comrades replied, 
that they weizld carry him back in triumph to his 
friends ; and in this, after the most prodigious efforts, 
they finally succeeded. Immediately on the fall of 
Tzavella, a soldier ran off to convey the welcome 
tidings of his death to the Pasha, who rewarded 
him with a hundred sequins upon the spot, and 
promised him four hundred more if his news should 
jMTove correct. 

Soon after this occurrence, and whilst Foto's wound 
was getting cured, an ingenious stratagem was played 
off upon a large body of the new levies, by a Suliot, 
whose name is not recorded. Hearing that they were 
on their march to join die main army, he concerted 
measures with his countrymen', and then throwing 
himself, as if by accident, into their way, suflered 
himself to be made prisoner : soon after, as they ad- 
vanced on their route, a sharp firing was heard on a 
mountain at a little distance, and the Suliot being 
questioned as to the cause, answered, that a party 
of the Vizier's troops were engaged with those of the 
republic, and advized them strongly, if they wished 
to show their zeal, and gain great honour and rewards 
from their commander, to run instantly to the assist- 
ance of their alli^. The infatuated Albanians took 
the advice, and ascended the hill. In the huny of 
this manoeuvre, their insiduous adviser stole away: 
they soon found themselves placed between two fires, 

N 3 
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lost half their men in killed and wounded, and almoil 
all the rest in prisoners. 

Notwithstanding the Suliots were conqueron in 
every engagement, yet after a year'a ai9g9 thieir^eon- 
dition became so lamentable, that they were obliged 
to live upon acorns, herbs, and roots, and to grind and 
mix up the bark of trees, with a very scanty portion 
of meal ; yet under all these calamities, their enemies 
could gain no advantage over them, when they came 
to engage in conflict. In their extremi^, th^ reamted 
to various stratagems in order to obtain supjdies. At 
one time, four hundred of their bravest palikan, with 
one hundred and seventy female heroines, headed by 
Mosco, sallied out by night, escaped under cover of the 
darkness through the defile of Glyky, and arrived in 
safety at Parga. There they were jcyfiilly received 
by the compassionate inhabitants, fed for the space 
of four days, and on the fifth dismissed, with as much 
provision as they could carry for their famished 
countrymen. One hundred of this troop, with 
lighter burdens, marched as an advanced guard, to 
protect the convoy; next came the women, in the 
centre, and then the rest of the men, each carryii^ 
as much as he could possibly support. The Alba- 
nians to the number of more than a thousand, en- 
deavoured to intercept their return ; but either through 
fear of the men, or from that respect towards the 
women, which is carried in this country to such an 
excess, that the soldiers sometimes fire from behind 
them without fear of a return, they refrained from atf 
tacking the party. Its arrival was most welcome to 
the Suliots, reduced as they were almost to riMletonSy 
through famine : yet even in this extremity, their con- 
stant cry was liberty or death. 
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Another of the SuUots, Gianni Strivinioti, having 
received intelligence that the Turks had lately pro- 
cured a large supply of cattle from the neighbourii^ 
pastures, dressed himself in his white capote and 
camise, and concealing himself till the shades of 
evening had descended, walked out on all fours from 
his lurking place, and mingling with the herds, entered 
together with them into the stalls, when they were 
shut up. In the dead of the night he arose silently, 
opened the doors, unloosened the oxen, and drove 
them towards a party of his friends, who were in 
waiting to receive them. The Albanians heard the 
noise, but were so alarmed by suspicion of an ambus- 
cade, that they lay still, and pref<OTned the loss of their 
cattle to risl^ng their lives. 

The artifices and tricks of Ali at length had some 
influence, and under the pretext of a conference, he got 
Foto into his power, and threw him into prison. In 
May, 1803, the Suliots having received some supplies, 
made their last attack on the besiegers. The most 
important post occu|ned by the Albanians was that 
of Villa, where ^ey had bi^ilt a large square fortress, 
with a strong tower at each angle, and a lofty central 
one in the area, which served as the principal maga- 
zine for the Vizier's army. Thb fortress it was deter- 
mined to attack, and two hundred picked men set 
out upon the expedition, in a very dark and windy 
night. Having made their approaches unperceived 
by the enemy, one of the Suliots, named Metococcales, 
took a spade and a pick-axe, with which he worked 
patiently and persev^ringly, until he had excavated a 
large hole under the foundation of a comer tower. 
In this he deposited a barrel of gunpowder, lighted a 
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slow fusee, and i^urned to his companions, who had 
concealed themselves behind a rock. They tnen set 
up a tremendous shout, which brought the garrison to 
the suspected place of attack ; where they bid 
scarcely arrived, before an explosion took phoe, 
which buried them beneath the ruins of die angle. 
The Suliots then rushed in like a torrent thnmgli the 
breach, and gained possession of the great central 
tower ; this they emptied of all its stores, which they 
delivered to their women and children, vdio arrived 
in great numbers, and the whole time, tin the dawn 
of day, was occupied in their removal. That part of 
the garrison which escaped the effects of the explo- 
sion had retreated into the three remaining tuagnlar 
towers which they strongly barricaded. In the 
morning they were summoned to surrender, and re- 
quired, in token of submission, to cast down their 
arms at the foot of each tower. This the Albanians 
pretended to do ; but when the SuHots came to pick 
them up, they were fired upon by a reserve, and 
great numbers killed. This want of fidth so enraged 
them, that they sent for a large reinforcement of 
their countrymen -, upon whose arrival, they applied a 
large quantity of pitch and other combustibles to the 
entrances of the towers, and burned alive, or aufib- 
cated, the whole of their perfidious enemies. 

Victory every where attended the arms of the 
Suliots ; but they at length became so reduced, that 
they were compelled to accept of terms of capitu- 
lation, which were ratified on the 12th of December, 
1803 ; and now follow the most bloody and perfidious 
scenes in the catastrophe of this tragic story. Men, 
women, and children, being gathered together, ther 
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were separated into two bodies, the laigest of which, 
under the conduct of Tzavella and Dimo Draco, bent 
their steps towards Parga, whilst the other marched 
in the direction of Prevesa, with the intention of em- 
barking for Santa Maura. Both were attacked on 
the road by the troops of the faithless tyrant. T4ie 
first mentioned corps having formed a hollow square, 
and placed their wives, children, and cattle in the 
midst, they gallantly fought their way through the 
enemy, and efiected their retreat. The other party 
were not equally fortunate. Being overtaken by 
their pursuers at the monastery of Zalongo, they en- 
trenched themselves in its court, and prepared for a 
stout defence ; so many troops, however were brought 
against them, that the gatea of the racmastery were 
soon forced, and an indiscriminate slaughter com- 
menced; those that could escape, took the road to 
Arta, but a party of about one hundred women and 
children, being cut off from the rest, flew towards a 
eteep precipice at a little distance from the convent ; 
there the innocent babes were thrown over the rocks 
by their despairing mothers, whilst the women them- 
selves, preferring death to the dishonour that awaited 
them, joined hand in hand, and raising their minds to 
the highest pitch of enthusiasm, by songs in honour 
of their lost country, they whirled round and round 
in a species of frantic dance, like ancient Thyades, 
till they approached the very edge of the cliff; then, 
with a very loud shout of ddSance, and as it were by 
a preconcerted signal, one and all threw themselves 
headlong from the precipice. 

After the evacuation of Suli, Samuel, the caloyer, 
with four pirates, remained in the great fortress of 
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Aghia Paraskevi, upon Kanghi, to ddhrer vp an inren- 
tory of hs stores, to the commissioneni appointed hj 
Vely Pasha, the son of Ali. Samuel was a monk of 
enthusiastic character, who went about animating the 
citizens, with a bible in one hand, and a sword in die 
other, cutting off heads, and explaining texts or pro- 
phecies. Having received intelligence of the "^^liei^i 
perfidy towards his countrymen, he determined to 
take the only revenge that lay in his power. Acooid- 
ingly, as soon as the Albanian Bey and his attend- 
ants entered, he descended into the subterranean 
vaults with a lighted torch, and plunging it into the 
gunpowder of the magaane, blew up the fortress and 
all it contained into the air ; by which terrible act €i 
retribution, he avoided- the horrid fate prepared for 
him by the Vizier, who had sworn, if he took him, to 
flay him alive, and stuff his skin as a curiosi^. 

The Suliots, in allusion to this desperate act of 
patriotic devotion, have celebrated it in one of their 
songs : 

" For the gallant caloyer was there. 
And he laughed as he lighted the train ; 
Oh ! he laughed as he soared in the air, 
To escape from the conqueror's chain.*' 

Those of the Suliot exiles who escaped from Za- 
longo, pursued their way through storms of wind and 
rain, aided by the darkness of night, fathers leadii^ 
their children in one hand, and carrying their naked 
swords in the other ; mothers carrying their infants on 
their backs and some even putting them to death, 
lest their cries should attract the attention of their 
pursuers. Next day, however, they were discovered 
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by the Albanians, surrounded and made prisoners, 
but subsequently were released, and allowed by the 
Vizier to settle at Vufgareli, which is at the foot of 
Mount Tzumerka, six hours distant from Arta. After 
their surrender, a party of the Albanians withdrew to 
a place called Rhiniasa, near the ruins of an ancient 
ci^, supposed to have been Elatiia ; here was a small 
settlement of Suliots, most of whom had fled, except 
the family of one Giorgaki Botd, whose wife and 
children inhabited a large pyrgo, or tower, called 
the Gula rS Aw^io^ which was barricaded against 
attack. The barbarous soldiers surrounded their ha- 
bitation, and called upon these unhappy females to 
yield : the mistress, named Despo, then assembled her 
family together, and asked them if they preferred 
death to dishonour ? Being unanimously answered in 
the affirmative, she ordered them to fire off all the 
ammunition which had been left in the tower, against 
the ruffians, except one barrel of gunpowder ; to this 
she herself applied a match, and blew up the tower, 
with all its tenants, into the air. 

A BRIEF EXPLANATION. 

A French colonel in taking a redoubt from the Rus- 
sians on the Moskwa, lost twelve hundred of his men, 
more than one half of whom remained dead in the 
entrenchment which they had so gloriously carried* 
When Bonaparte the next morning reviewed the 61st 
regiment, which had suffered most, he asked 'the 
colonel what he had done with one of his battalions 1 
•' Sire/' replied he, " it is in the redoubt.'' 
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THE "SCHLAGE." 

While the Ruasian army was in Franee, the Mayor 
of Joncheiy was so sedulous in seixiog the basts and 
portraits of Napoleon, which his admirers possessed, 
that he one day forgot that the Russians bad nade a 
requisition of a number of waggons, to be rea^ pra- 
cisely at seven o'clock in the evening. The hoar 
arrived, but no waggons appeared. The Russians 
according to the usual mock adopted by them ia 
France, seized the unfortunate mayor, and gave him 
the correction of the ichlagef a German word, signi- 
fying a beating. 

This punishment was inflicted on the FrenchsMn 
in two ways ; either by beating them with the flat 
side of a cutlass, or with rods : it was in the last 
manner that the maj^or was served. He cried aloud, 
" Je suis pour les Bourbons ; j*ai infiniment de 
respect pour sa Majesty TEmpereur de Rnsse, poor 
le Hoi de Prusse;" and he would no doubt have 
gone on expressing his great respect for every member 
of the great alliance, down to the little Prince of 
Isembuig with his half dozen men, which he contri- 
buted ; but none of these personages could save him 
from the grasp of the Russians, who mocked his tears, 
and went on with his punishment. 

If die drama had terminated here, it might not 
have been so bad, but the Russian officer insisted on 
the mayor paying a fine of ten francs per hour till 
the waggons should arrive ; as a stimulus to exertion, 
he was to receive the schlage at intervals. This vras 
an alarming blow to the mayor. He had not a franc 
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in the house (nothing unusual with a French mayor), 
and therefore he was obliged to send round to the 
villagers, entreating them veiy earnestly to send some 
money instantly, otherwise he should certainly be 
murdered. The inhabitants of Jonchery being highly 
enraged against the mayor for his officiousness in the 
morning, in regard to the busts and pictures and 
learning, to their great satisfaction, that he was to 
receive schl'dge as long as the money and waggons 
were not forthcoming, enjoyed his distress, and were 
in no haste to relieve him. The poor fellow was thus 
kept in a state of terror, suspence, and punishment, 
for upwards of two hours, before he got rid of the 
Russians and the schl'dge. 

FATAL RECOGNITION. 

In 1599, two Spaniards, brothers, who although 
they had for a long series of years always sought each 
other, were never able to meet, at last accidentally 
came in contact at the siege of Bommel, then the seat 
of war, where they served in two different companies. 
They were unknown to each other at first, but some 
little explanation made their relationship known, 
when they fell on each other's neck. While they were 
thus locked in an affectionate embrace, a cannon ball 
took off both their heads, without seperating their 
bodies, which fell clasped together into the aims of 
Death, who thus summoned them away in the hap- 
piest moment of their lives. 
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CHANGING PLACES. 

At the battle of Poetillos in Mexico, gained bj 
General Aiina over the Royalists, a trumpeter waa 
made prisoner by a major of the Royalist cavalry, 
who immediately forced him to dismount, and gave 
him his carbine to carry. The trumpeter soon ascer- 
tained that it was loaded ; and when he found that 
the enemy's troops were in a state of confasxon, he 
suddenly presented the caibine at the major, ^and 
peremptorily ordered him to dismount. He did so ; 
and the trumpeter,jumping into the saddle, ordered 
the major to march before him, observing, " As you 
are obliged to walk, sir, I'll not trouble you to carry 
the gun." 



MARSHAL LASNES. 
During the crisis of one of the great battles in 
Austria, when the fate of the day was doubtfiil, 
Bonaparte ordered Marshal Lasnes to make a deci- 
sive movement with his cavalry. Lasnes seemed to 
hesitate. Bonaparte reiterated the order, and Lasnes 
again hesitated, as if doubtful of the propriety of 
the movement. Bonaparte eyed him with a look ot 
indignation ; and almost fixing his teeth together, 
said, in a hissing but biting tone of sarcasm, '* £st-ce 
que je t'ai fait trop riche ?" La&nes dashed his spurs 
into his horse, and put the command of his master 
into execution. 
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THE 42nd HIGHLANDERS. 

It is a remariLable circumstance, that in the course 
of seventy- nine year's service, no soldier of the 42nd 
Highlanders was ever brought to a general court mar- 
tial for theft, or for any crime showing moral turpi- 
tude or depravity ; and it is equally worthy of remark, 
that in the short period of seventeen years, twenty- 
eight Serjeants of this regiment were maide officers. 

SERJEANT WEIR. 

Serjeant \^'eir, of the Scots Greys, was pay-ser- 
jeant of his troop, and as such might have excused 
himself from serving in action ; but on such a day as 
the battle of Waterloo, he disdained to avail himself 
of his privilege, and requested to be allowed to join 
his regiment in the mortal fray. In one of the charges, 
he fell mortally wounded, and was left on the Held. 
Corporal Scot, of the same re^ment, who lost a leg, 
asserts, that when the field was searched for the 
wounded and slain, the body of Seijeant Weir was 
found with his name written on his/arehead with hi* 
own handf dipped in his own blood ! This his comrade 
said he was supposed to have done, that his body might 
be found and recognized, and that it might not be 
imagined he disappeared with the money of his troop. 



A RELIC. 

During the peace of Amiens, i%hen Lord Nelson 
was at Salisbury, in the middle of those popular ac» 

o2 
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clamations which followed him every where, he re- 
cognized amid the huzzaing crowd, a man who had 
assisted at the amputation of his arm, which he lost 
in the attack on Tenerifie. He beckoi^ him to come 
up the stairs of the council house, shook hands with 
him, and made him a present in remembrance of his 
services at the time. The man immediately took from 
bis bosom a piece of lace, which he had torn from the 
sleeve of the amputated arm, saying he had preserved, 
and would to the last moment preserve it, in memory 
of his old commander, whom he should always deem 
it the honour of his life to have served. 



CIVIL WAR. 

Modern warfare, among civilized nations, has per- 
haps never been carried on with such feroci^, as 
during the revolutionary contest in South America, 
which has been from its commencement stained by the 
most barbarous massacres, committed by the Repub- 
Hcans as well as the Royalists. Of the extent of the 
barbarities committed by the Royalists, some idea 
may be formed, when we state, that within the period 
of nine years, it appears, from Spanish official docu- 
ments, that there have been sacrificed in cold blood, 
by hanging, shooting, and other modes of execution, 
not less than eighty thousand prisoners! We must 
bear in mind, that in these eighty thousand victims, 
are not included many thousand othei*s, who were put 
to death by a brutal soldiery, whenever they visited 
a village, the sentiments of whose inhabitants they 
suspected to be favourable to the insurgents. How 
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many inofTensive men, women, and children, have 
been slaughtered, of whose fate no further notice has 
been taken, in the official despatches of the royal com- 
manders, than in the following woixls : " The town or 
pueblo of , with all its inhabitants, has disap- 
peared from the face of the earth." ! ! .' 

In June, 1816, the Spanish General Morillo en- 
tered the city of Santa F6 de Bogota, then called the 
capita] of New Grenada. In one of his despatches 
from thence, which was intercepted in its passage to 
8pain, he boldly describes the measures which he 
had pursued, in the following words : ** Every 
person, of either sex, capable of reading or writing, 
were treated as rebels. By thus cutting off all 
who could read or write, I hoped effectually to 
arrest the spirit of revolution." I'he authenticity of 
such an extraordinary official communication, might 
admit of some doubt, if the savage deeds therein 
announced had not in reality been executed. All 
persons in Santa F6 and in Carthagena, who had been 
distinguished by their learning or eminence in sciinice, 
or who had held stations in the provincial administra> 
tions, and in the Congress, with their wives and 
daughters, were thrown into loathsome dungeons. 
Six hundred of them were hanged or shot, and their 
bodies exhibited on gibbets. All the females who were 
accomplished in literature, of whom there were many, 
sufifered the same fate. Some of the females were in- 
debted for the preservation of their lives merely to the 
fatigue of the executioners; and were afterwards 
exiled. 

The numbers here stated, are believed to embrace 
only a portion of those who perished, since it is 

o3 
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believed that no less than 150,000 persons have been 
deliberately slaughtered by the Royalists. A striking 
instance of their ferocious cruelty, and of the perso- 
nal barbarity of General Morillo, is related by lieU' 
tenant Ilacket. A young French officer in the ser- 
vice of the Indcpendants, had his arm severed fmn 
his shoulder by a sabre cut, and being unable to sus- 
tain himself from loss of blood, he sunk to the ground. 
I lis distinguished bravery had, however, been ob- 
served by his companions, vfho succeeded in bearing 
him off- the field ; they conveyed him into the woods, 
and sheltered him in a negro hut, when, having ap- 
plied such relief as could be procured, they depart- 
ed. I'he armies retired to other parts of the country, 
and the officer was fast recovering from the effects of 
his wound, when General JNIorillo advancing upon the 
same route, discovered his retreat, and had him in- 
stantly put lo death. 

These atrocities, dreadful as they weie, were emu- 
lated by the republican chief, Bolivar, who dispatched 
an order to the govemer of the city of Caracas, to 
execute every European Spaniard who was confined 
in that city, or at La Guayra. This dreadful order 
was carried into literal and prompt-execution, and not 
more than twenty or thirty of the European Spaniards, 
who were prisoners, were saved from the terrible 
sentence. 

Eight hundred of these victims were executed at one 
time at La Guayra. They were taken out of the dun- 
geons, and conducted in pairs a short distance from the 
town, and there shot ; after which, their bodies were 
burned. Many of these unfortunate beings, who knew 
that their sacrifice was the result of the unfeeling ob- 
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stinacy and cruelty of the Spanish government and 
its officers, deliberately conversed on the subject 
while walking to the place of execution, and several of 
theip uttered the most horrible curses against the 
authors of their calamities. 



A LAST SHOT. 

An English frigate was obliged to strike to a French 
vessel of superior force. The English captain, on re- 
signing his sword, was treated rather roughly by the 
French commander, who reproached him for having, 
contrary to the usages of war, shot pieces of glass 
from his guns. The English officer^ conscious that no 
such thing had been done, made inquiry into the 
matter among his men, and found the fact to have 
been this. An Irish seaman, just before the vessel 
struck, took a parcel of shillings out of his pockety 
and swearing the French rascals should have none of 
them, wrapped them in a piece of rag, and thurst them 
into his gun, exclaiming, " Let us see what a bribe 
can do !" These shillings, flying about the vessel, 
were mistaken by the French for glass. I'he above 
explanation not only satisfied them, but put them in 
great good humour with their captives. 

INSTINCT. 

In the engagement between Admiral Rodney and 
Mons. Guichen in the West Indies, a game cock that 
had been principally tied upon the main deck, and 
was much caressed by the sailors, immediately after 
the firing began, flew upon the quarter deck, and 
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took its station between Admiral Rodn^ and Gc* 
neral \'aughan. llie feathered hero seemed uot ooljr 
to enjoy the conflict, but endeavoured by ereiy 
means in his power to inspire all within hearing of 
him with the love of glory ; for every five or six 
minutes, he set up a loud crowing, and omtinned to 
strut the deck, and conduct himself in this manner, 
dming the whole engagement. Admiral Rodney pcnnt- 
iug to Chanticleer, called out to the general' in 
the heat of the battle, ** Look at that fellow; Vsughan. 
He is an honour to his country.'^ 

CITADEL OF CEVA. 

When General Rusca was ordered by Bonapartfe 
in his Italian campaign to summon the commander of 
Ceva to surrender the citadel, he threatened to put 
the whole garrison to the sword, if the place made 
the smallest resistance. The commander, who was 
an old soldier and a man of honour, returned this 
spirited answer. 

" llie citadel which your general in chief summons 
me with so much arrogance to abandon, and that even 
before I have had the pleasure of seeing the army to 
which I am to deliver it up, was confided to my care 
by the favour of my sovereign. I have sworn to de- 
fend it to the last extremity. Ought I, then, to dis- 
grace my old age, by an infamous surrender before 
I have fired a gun ? I will defend it as long as I am 
able ; and I pledge my honour to blow it up into the 
air, when I can defend it no longer. This is the 
answer which my honour dictates, and I will not make 
any other.' 



pj 
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After this, Bonaparte made no attack ou Ceva ; but 
turned his attention against Mondoir. 



MURAT. 

A few days previous to the battle of Leipsicin 1813, 
Mnrat the King of Naples, had an affair with the 
allied armies, in which he narrowly escaped. Put* 
ting himself at the head of six regiments of the old 
guards with his ordinary boldness, he attempted to 
overthrow the Russian and Prussian combined ca- 
valry. Indeed, accompanied by a small escort, he 
exposed his own person in such a manner that an 
enemy's squadron recognizing him by his splendid 
dress, and the party which attended him, gave hini 
chase. An officer at the head of the squadron eagerly 
pursued the icing, who at the moment that his escort 
faced about, found himself in the rear, accompanied 
by a single horseman. In the enticing hope of making 
him prisoner, the officer who was pursuing him with 
the greatest celerity, several times called out, ** Stop, 
king ! stop !" At that moment his crown was in dan- 
ger. The officer had already received a cut from the 
dragoon ; and as he would not desist from his pur- 
pose, the latter thurst his sabre through hn body. He 
fell dead, and the next day his horse was mounted by 
the faithful servant above mentioned. The king made 
him his equeny on the spot, and promised him a pen- 
sion from the city of Naples : Napoleon gave him the 
decoration of the legion of honour. 
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BONAPARTE. 

Id one of the battles of the campaign in Italy, these 
was a battery of the enemy which was making dread- 
Uil havoc among the French ranks, and repeated at- 
tempts had been made to storm it in vain. An officer 
came to Bonaparte, to represent to him the impoit- 
ance of making another effort to silence it ; when he 
put himself at the head of a party, exclaiming, ** it 
shall be silenced !'* and carried it by storm. 

On another occasion, Napoleon was giving some 
impracticable orders, which were represented to him 
to be impossible ; when, he burst out> Comment 1 e$ 
mot nest pa»t Fran^ais! 



BONAPARTE AND DUROG. 

In the battle of Bautzen, which was fought on the 
21st of May, 1813, and gained by Bonaparte after 
a sanguinary contest, which consisted almost entirely 
of charges with the bayonet, the Grand Marshal Duroe 
was towards the close of the day struck by a ball 
whfclr passed close by Bonaparte, and killed General 
Kirchner. Napoleon, who could not conceal how 
much he felt the loss of, one of his most faithful sub» 
jects, after the engagement was over, struck off to the 
left; and, absorbed within himself, traversed a small 
farm ; alighted amidst the com ; and for some time 
( ontemplated the spot whence the ball had been fired, 
1^ hich had deprived him of his favourite. 

The same evening Bonaparte visited Duroc, and 



WAR. 155 

sympathized with his sufTerings. The marshal offered 
his haod to the emperor, who pressed it to his lips. 
*' My whole life/' said he, " has been consecrated to 
your majesty's service ; and I should not regret its 
loss, but fbr the use it might still have been to you." 
*' Duroc/' replied the emperor, " we shall one day 
meet again ;" and seizing the hand of the grand 
maishal, sat in a deep silence for some time. "Ah, 
sire," cried Duroc, " the sight gives you pain ; leave 
me." The emperor then quitted him, evidently much 
affected, and without being able to say more than 
Farewell, my friend." The next day Duioc died. 



ARAB CUSTOM. 

If an Arab of one tribe be fighting with one of 
another, and can contrive to touch another man of 
the hostile tribe, or any thing in contact with any 
other man than the one he is actually engaged with 
(even by throwing any thing at him), he is safe. 
Inmiediately, eiU.er his antagonist ceases to attack 
him, or the man he has touched, now become his 
friend, advances to defend him.* This understanding 
extends to j^isoners, and for that reason great care is 
taken that a prisoner shall not be able to touch any 
other man of the tribe than his captor ; a hole is made 
in the tent like a grave, and into this the prisoner is 
pat, and sacks heaped over him, only leaving a hole 
for him to breathe and eat. When he wants to come 
out, he must give notice and all the other Arabs stand 
at a distance until he returns to his prison. 
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A MASSACRE. 

When the ferocious Ali Pacha took Gardiki, he 
massacred its inhabitants, and demolished the city. 
£ren the Gardikiote prisoners whom he had confined 
in the island, were not spared ; but on a given day, 
he had them assembled in the court of the han, when 
he commanded his troops to advance; they were 
well aware of the service on which they were about to 
be employed ; the Mahometans all held back, but 
the Greeks eagerly mounted the walls which nr* 
rounded the area wherein the prisoners were enclosed. 
Ali then took a musket from the hands of a soldier, 
and having ordered the han gates to be thrown open, 
discharged the first shot into the crowd of victims: 
this was the signal for a general massacre ; the sur- 
rounding troops fired amongst them till their ammu- 
nition was expended, when others succeeded, and con- 
tinued their work of death. The fury of despair 
ministered arms to some of these wretched prisoners, 
who, with stones torn from the pavement and the 
walls, wounded many of their destroyers ; others re- 
treated into one of fhe appartments of the han, to 
which fire was immediately applied, and thoae who 
escaped the volleys of musketry, fell a sacrifice to the 
flames. In the mean time, a flew having burst oat of 
the area, came in despair and flung themselves at the 
feet of the Vizier, and cried for mercy in accents that 
might have moved a heart of flint : but All's heart is 
harder than flint, and not a single rill from the fount 
of mercy flows into his soul ; he ordered his cha- 
oushes and kaivasis to cut the imploring suppliants in 
pieces with their ataghans Lefore his face. The 
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bloody work was thus completed, wheD the bodie», 
amounting to between seven and eight hundred, were 
left unburied, to rot upon the spot where they had 
fallen ; the gateway of the area was walled up, and 
an inscription placed over it cut in stone, which 
signifies, " Uius perish all the enemies of Ali's house." 



INVASION OF RUSSIA. 

The finest and the best appointed army ever as- 
sembled together, either in ancient or modem times, 
was that with which Bonaparte marched for the inva- 
sion of Rusua. Similes have been exhausted, and 
description beggared, in painting the magnitude of 
Napoleon's undertaking, and the extent of the means 
with which he proposed to achieve the conquest of 
Russia. 

'* Not such the numbers, nor the host so dread. 
By northern Bren, or Scythian Timour led." 

Not France alone was drained to supply the flower 
of her youth, but all her tributary states were com- 
pelled to furnish a similar contingent. A variety of 
workmen of all descriptions, such as masons, car- 
penters, &c. were under orders to attend the march of 
the army ; and even gardeners were pressed into the 
service, as if it had been in the contemplation of 
Bonaparte to make some permanent improvement in 
the horticulture of Russia. 

The accounts of Bonaparte's force on entering 
Russia, has been variously estimated, but never at 
less than 400,000 men. The oflScial report found 
among Berthier's papers, which were found at Moscow, 
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Qo more, what must have been th« feelings of Bona- 
parte, in actually seeing hb own army, equal in 
numbers, and superior in every thing else, to that of 
Xerxes^ annihilated in a period of a hundred days 1 



BURNING OF MOSCOW. 

When the French armies invaded Russia in 1812, 
and penetrated as far as Moscow, the Russians, think- 
ing it more glorious to destroy the ancient capital of 
the Czars, than suffer it to harbour and protect an 
enemy, caused it to be burnt to the ground. On 
the 3rd of September, the fire commenced ; but 
U»at quarter of the town called the White City, was 
preserved by the French,^ until four distinct explosions 
destroyed it, shook the whole city to its foundation, 
and proclaimed the salvation of Russia, in the final 
departure of the enemy .^ M. Labeaume, an officer 
in the French army, attached to the division com- 
manded by the Viceroy of Italy, who was an eye- 
witness, gives a most animated picture of this dread- 
ful scene of desolation. 

" 'J'he most heart-rending scene," says he, " which 
my imagination had ever conceived, far surpassing the 
saddest story in ancient or modern history, now pre- 
sented itself to my eyes. A great part of die popu- 
lation of Moscow, terrified at our arrival, had con- 
cealed themselves in cellars, or secret recesses of their 
houses. As the fira spread around, we saw them 
rushing in despair from their various asylums, lliey 
uttered no imprecation, they breathed no complaint, 
fear had rendered them dumb ; and hastily snatching 
ap their most precious efiects, they fied before the 
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raises it as high as 575,000 ; but the following state* 
ment, furnished by a Westphalian colonel belonging 
to the staff, who was taken prisoner between Smo- 
lenAkoi and Krasnoi, is deemed authentic, and shows 
the proportion of the contingents which were brought 
up by the different powers. 



Westphalians . 


. 30,000 


Bavarians 


. 40,000 


Wurtemburgers 


. 16,000 


Grand Duchy of Berg 


3000 


Prussians 


• 20,000 


Austrians 


. 30,000 


fiadenese 


5000 


Poles .... 


. 60,000 


Swiss, French, Spaniards, and 




Portugueze . 


. 300,000 


Various .... 


. 20,000 


Total 


524,000 



No common foresight was required to find supplies 
fjr so large an army ; and, indeed, the arrangements 
on this head appear to have been perfect in the out- 
set; a certain number of bullocks were allotted to 
each regiment; and in all the frontier towns, grain 
was collected from the surrounding country, and laid 
up in store. The same precautions were not taken, 
however, in providing subsistence during the retreat, 
nor were they altogether necessary, as the army was 
then reduced to a mere skeleton. If Xerxes wept 
to think, that in a hundred years his aimy would be 
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BO niorOi what mtt*t have been tbe feelingi of Bont^ 
pfirt*, in actually leeing bU own army, ecjual in 
fiumb«ri, and iuperior in every tbiog elie, to tbat of 
Xeriet^ anoibilattd in a period of a hundred daytt 

BURNING OF MOSCOW. 

When tlie Frencb armiee invaded RuMia in 1812, 
and penetrated as far as Moscow, the Russians, tbink* 
ing it more glorious to destroy tbe ancient capital of 
the (!zarB, than sufller it to harbour and protect an 
enemy, cauifed it to be burnt to the ground. On 
tlie ird of September, the fire commenced ; but 
tl»at <|uarter of the town called the White City, was 
preserved by the French, until four distinct esplosions 
destroyed it, shook the whole city to its foundation, 
and proclaimed the salvation of Russia, in the final 
departure of the enemy. M» Labeaume, an officer 
in the French army, attached to the division com- 
manded by the Viceroy of Italy, who was an eye- 
witness, gives a most animated picture of tliis dread- 
ftil scDne of desolation. 

" J'he most heart-rending scene/' says he, " which 
my imagination had ever conceived, far surpassing the 
saddest story in ancient or modern history, now pre- 
sented itself to my eyes. A great part of the popu- 
lation of Moscow, terrified at our arrival, had con- 
cealed themselves in cellars, or secret recesses of their 
houses. As the fire spread aroimd, we saw them 
rushing in despair from their various asylums. They 
uttered no imprecation, they breathed no complaint, 
fear bad rendered them dumb ; and hastily snatching 
up tlioir roost pivcious effects, I hey fied before the 
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flatnes. Others of greater sensibility, and actuated 
by the general feelings of nature, saved only their 
parents or their infants, who were closely clasped in 
their arms. They were followed by their other chil- 
dren, running as fast as their little strength would 
permit, and with all the wildness of childish terror, 
vociferating the beloved name of mother ! The old 
people, borne down by grief more than by age, had not 
sufficient power to follow their families, and expired 
near the houses in which they were born. The streets, 
the public places, and particularly the churches, were 
filled with these unhappy people, who, lying on the 
remains of their property, suffered even without a 
murmur. No cry, no complaint, was heard. Both 
the conquerer and the conquered were equally hard- 
ened 

*' The fire, whose ravages could not be restrained, 
soon reached the finest parts of the city. Those 
palaces which we had admired for the beauty of their 
architecture, and the elegance of their furniture, were 
enveloped in the Barnes. Their magnificent fronts, 
ornamented with bas-reliefs and statues, fell with a 
dreadful crash on the fitigments of the pillars which 
had supported them. The churches, though covered 
with iron and lead, were likewise destroyed, and with 
them, those beautiful steeples which we had seen the 
night before resplendent with gold and silver. The 
hospitals too, which contained more then twelve thou- 
sand wounded soon began to burn. This offered a 
dreadful and harrowing spectacle. Almost all these 
poor wretches perished. A few who still lingered, 
were seen crawling, half burnt, amongst the smoking 
ruins ; and others, groaning under heaps of dead 
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bodies, endeavouring in vain to extricate themselvei 
from the horrible destruction which surrounded them. 

" The next day, the different streets could no longer 
be distinguished, and the places on which the houses 
had stood, were marked only by confused heaps of 
stones, calcined and black. On whatever side |ve 
turned, we saw only ruin and flames. The fire 
raged as if it were fanned by some invisible power. 
The most extensive range of buildings seemed to 
kindle, to burn, and to disappear in an instant. 

** How shall I describe the confusion and tumult, 
when permission was granted to pillage this immense 
ci^ ! Soldiers, sutlers, and galley slaves, eagerly ran 
through the streets, penetrating into the deserted 
palaces, and carrying away every thing which could 
gratify their avarice. Some covered themselves with 
stufi richly worked with gold and silk ; some were 
enveloped in beautiful and costly furs; while others 
dressed themselves in women's and children's pelisses 
and even the galley slaves concealed their rags under 
the most splendid habits of the court. The rest 
crowded into the cellars, and forcing open the doors, 
arank to excess the most luscious wines, and carried 
off an immense booty. The flames obstructing the 
passage of the principal streets, often obliged them 
to retrace their steps. Thus, wandering from place 
to place, through an immense town, the avenues of 
which they did not know, they sought in vain to ex- 
tricate themselves from a labyrinth of fire, llie 
love of plunder induced our soldiers to brave eveiy 
danger. They precipitated themselves into the midst 
of the flames. They waded in blood, treading upon 
the dead bodies without remorse, whilst the ruins of 

p3 
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the houses, mixed with burning coals, fell thick on 
their murderous hands. 

*' About the dawn of day, I witnessed a spectacle 
at once affecting and terrible ; a crowd of the mise- 
rable inhabitants, drawing upon some mean vehicles 
all that they had been able to save from the confla- 
gration. The soldiers having robbed them of their 
horses, the men and women were slowly and pain- 
fully dragging along their little carts, some of which 
contained an infirm mother, othei's a paralytic old 
man, and others the miserable wrecks of half con- 
sumed furniture. Children, half naked, followed 
these interesting groups. Affliction, to which their 
age is commonly a stranger, was impressed on their 
features ; and when the soldiers approached them, 
they ran crying into the arms of their mcthei-s. 

*' When the conflagration had ceased, many of the 
Moscovites who had sought refuge in the neighbouring 
forests, re-entered the city, where they sought in vain 
for their houses, or for shelter in the temples, which 
had also been destroyed. The public walks presented 
a revolting spectacle. The ground was thickly strew- 
ed with dead bodies, and from many of the half 
burnt trees, was suspended the body of an incen- 
diary." 

The signal patriotism of sacrificing the city in 
order to subdue the enemy, actuated all ranks. A 
Russian servant, whose master had quitted Moscow 
on the entrance of the French, remained behind, 
and made frequent attempts to secret himself in 
the house, which was then occupied by one of 
Bonaparte's chief officers of the etat mq^or. He was 
frequently detected and dismissed, but at length was 
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admitted, oq pretence of taking care of the furniture 
and other property of his absent master. No sooner, 
however, had he fixed himself in his old quarters, 
than he was discovered making several inefl^tual 
attempts to set the house on fire ; and when interro- 
gated as to his motive for such extraordinary conduct, 
coolly replied, that " every thing around him was 
burning, and he did not see why his master's house 
should escape." With a degree of lenity, almost 
surprising in an enraged enemy, he was only thrust 
out of doors, discontented at his own want of success, 
and evidently considering his master and himself dis- 
graced by not being permitted to partake of the 
general sacrifice. 

RETREAT FROM MOSCOW. 
The annals of ancient and modem warfare, in the 
vast catalc^e of woes which they record, do not 
present a parallel to the sufierings of the French on 
the retreat from Moscow ; sufferings neither cheered 
by hope, nor mitigated by the slightest relief. The 
army, in its retreat, had to encamp on the bare snow, 
in the midst of the severest winter which even Russia 
ever experienced. The soldiers, without shoes, and 
almost without clothes, were enfeebled by fatigue and 
famine ; sitting on their knapsacks, the cold buried 
Aome in a temporary, but more in an eternal, sleep. 
Those who were able to lise from this benumbing pos* 
ture, only did it to broil some slices of horse fiesh, 
perhaps cut from their favourite charger, or to melt a 
few morsels of ice. Even wood often failed them 
for their fires, and the troops destroyed the verf 
houses in which their generals lodged. 
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In the march, it was impossible to keep them in 
order ; as hunger, imperious hunger, seduced them 
from their colours, and threw their columns into con- 
fusion. In this aggravated scene of sufTering, none 
had more cause to complain than the French women 
who accompanied the army from Moscow. Many of 
them on foot, with shoes of stu£f little calculated to 
defend them from the frozen snow, and clad in old 
robes of silk, or the thinnest muslin, were glad to 
cover themselves with tattered pieces of military 
cloaks, torn from the dead bodies of the soldiers. 
Their situation would have drawn tears from the hard- 
est hearts, if dire necessity had not stifled in eveiy 
bosom the feelings of humanity. The cold was so 
severe, that men were frozen to death in the ranks, 
and at every step were seen the dead bodies of the 
soldiers stretched on the snow. 

I'he guard of honour of Italy, which originally 
consisted of three hundred and fifty young men, se- 
lected from the first families, all perished, except 
eight, in the most deplorable manner. Unaccustomed 
to shoe their horses, or mend their garments, they 
were obliged to submit to these offices, when the 
artificers and seiTants attached to their regiment were 
no more. Having lost their horses, they were unable 
long to support the fatigues of continual marches. 
Confounded with the struggles, they remained in the 
rear without food ; and some of them were seen 
wrapped in the tattered garments of their cloaks ; 
others, mounted on wretched horses, suddenly fainted 
from weakness and hunger, and fell to rise no more. 
In this manner the descendants of the noblest families 
l)erished far more miserably than the common soldiers. 
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In marching from Smolensko, a spectacle, the most 
horrid, presented itself. The carcasses of the horses, 
of which 30,000 perished in a few days, covered 
and blocked up the way. At every distance were 
setn trees, at the foot of which the soldiers had at- 
tempted to light a fire, but the poor wretches had 
perished ere they could accomplish their object ; they 
lay stretched around the green branches which they 
had vainly endeavoured to kindle, in such numbers, 
that they would have ob tructed the road, had not the 
soldiers been often employed in throwing them into 
the ditches and the ruts. 

These horrors, far from exciting sensibility, har- 
dened the hearts of the soldiers. The best friends 
DO longer recognized each other. Every one pre- 
ferred saving the plunder of Moscow, rather than the 
life of his comrade. On all sides were heard the 
groans of the dying, and the lamentable cries of those 
that were abandoned. When the French army reach- 
ed the Beresina, after one month's march, it was re- 
duced to thirty thousand men ; forty thousand had 
been taken prisoners, with twenty-seven generals, and 
five hundred pieces of cannon ; and forty thousand 
more had died of fatigue and famine, or in the diffe- 
rent battles which the French were obliged to fight in 
their retreat. 

At Liadoui, three bams, which were principally 
filled with wounded soldiers, were burnt. The most 
active saved themselves by leaping out of the windows i 
but the sick and wounded being unable to move, saw, 
with horrible consternation, the flames rapidly advanc- 
inj to devour them. Eagerly did they cry to 
their comradet, through the whirlwinds of fire, to 
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shoitea their sufiferings. " Fire upon us ! fire upon 
us ! at the head, at the bead ; do not hesitate ;" were 
the cries which proceeded from eveiy part of the 
building ; nor did they cease till the painful duty of 
humanity dictated a compliance with their entreaties, 
or they had perished in the flames. 

When the army reached the Beresina, although 
there were two bridges, one for the carriages, the 
other for the foot soldiers, yet the crowd was so 
great, and such the anzie^ to get over, that the way 
was completely obstructed, and it became impossible 
to move. The bridge for the carriages and the ca- 
valry broke down, and the baggage and artillery then 
advanced towards the other bridge, and attempted to 
force a passage. Then began a frightful contention 
between the foot soldiers and the horsemen. Many 
perished by the hands of their comrades ; a great 
number were suffocated at the head of the bridge ; 
and the dead bodies of men and horses so choked 
every avenue, that it was necessaiy to climb over 
mountains of carcasses to arrive at the river. Some 
who were buried in these horrible heaps, still breathed, 
and struggling with the agonies of death, caught hold 
of those who mounted over them, and were inhumanly 
kicked, and remorselessly trod under foot. During 
this contention, the multitude, which followed like 
a furious wave, swept away, while it increased the 
number of victims. 

At length the Russians, continually reinforced by 
fresh troops, advanced in a mass, and drove dieir ene- 
mies on the bridge, where the most dreadful struggle 
took place. The strongest threw into the river those 
who were weaker, and unfortunately hindered their pas- 
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sage ; or unfeelingly trampled under foot all the sick 
whom they found in their way. Many hundreds were 
crushed to death by the wheels of the cannon. Some, 
hoping to save themselves by swimming, were frozen 
in the middle of the river, or perished on pieces of 
ice, which were forced to the bottom. Thousands, 
driven to despair, threw themselves headlong into the 
Beresina, and were lost in the waves. One poor 
woman was hemmed in the ice in the middle of the 
river, with an infant in her arms, until she gradually 
sunk, with the most piercing cries. The destruction 
of the bridge by the Russians, threw all that had not 
passed it into their hands ; while those who escaped, 
had new miseries to encounter scarcely less formidable 
in their way to the Niemen, where they arrived on the 
13th of December. 

Of four hundred thousand warriors who had crossed 
the Niemen at the opening of the campaign, scarcely 
twenty thousand rejAssed it. Such was the dreadful 
havoc which a Russian winter caused to the finest, 
best appointed, and most powerful army that ever took 
the field. 

In addition to this account, principally taken from 
a French officer who was in the retreat, a British offi- 
cer in the Russian service, states, that in the hospitals 
of Wilna, there were above 17,000 dead and dying, 
frozen and freezing. The bodies of the former, 
BROS IN UP, served to stop the cavities in windows, 
floors, and walls ; and in one of the corridors of the 
great convent, above 1500 bodies were piled up 
transversely, as pigs of lead or iron. When those 
were finally removed on sledges to be buried the most 
extrtordinaiy figorai were represented, by the variety 
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their attitudes; for none seemed to have been 

roken in a composed state ; each was fixed in the 

Ast action of his life, in the last dii«ction given to h*s 

.imbs; even the eyes retained the last expression, 

either of anger, pain, or entreaty. 

In the roads, men were collected round the burning 
ruins of the cotta|;es, which a mad spirit of destruc- 
tion had fired, picking and eating the burnt bodies of 
their fellow men; while thousands of horses were 
moaning in agony, with their flesh mangled and 
hacked, to satisfy the cravings of a hunger that knew 
no pity. In many of the sb'%ds, men, scarcely alive, 
had heaped upon their frozen bodies human carcasses, 
which, festering by the communication of animal heat, 
had mingled the dying and the dead in one mass of 
putrefiBu^tion. 

The city of Wilna was left so full of dead, that a 
contract was made with the Jews to cleanse the town, 
and carry out the pestilential bodies. They were to 
receive five silver copeks for each corpse ; but not 
content with the profit on the dead, the avaricious 
and unprincipled Israelites were detected throwing 
the dying out of the windows of the hospital, to swell 
the amount. 

In one of the meetings between the Russian Ge- 
neral Miloradovitch, and a French general, in the 
neighbourhood of Moscow, for the purpose of pro- 
posing terms of peace, the latter said to the Russian, 
" On fait un pont d'or d un ennemi qui se retire.** At 
Krasnoi, when the same Russian officer saw the co- 
lumns of Marshal Ney advancing, he cried out, 
*' Point de pont d*or !'* and immediately placed a bat- 
tery of twenty- four pieces of cannon across the road. 
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which was never forced, and caused the destiuction of 
the French corps. 

THE MAID OF MOSCOW. 

When Moscow was destroyed, and the French 
soldiers were eagerly searching every part of a ruined 
cburch, they perceived at the end of a dark gallery, 
a lamp, the light of which fell on a small altar. 
They immediately proceeded towards it, and the first 
object which presented itself to their notice, was a 
young female elegantly dressed, and in the attitude 
of devotion. At the noise of the soldiers, the un- 
happy girl screamed violently, and fell into a swoon. 
In that situation she was carried before a French 
general. Her countenance, in which grief and despair 
were equally legible, was irresistibly interesting. As 
her recollection returned, she seemed to deprecate the 
care which waa employed in recalling her to Ufe. 
The general begged her to relate her misfortunes. 
*' Of what use," said she, ** would it be to mention 
to you the wealth of a house which will soon be 
annihilated ? Suffice it, that the name of my father 
is celebrated in the history of our empire, and that 
he is now serving with distinction in the army which 
is gloriously fighting in defence of our country. My 
name is Paulowna. On the day preceding your 
entrance into Moscow, I was to have been united to 
one of the young warriors who had distinguished 
himself at the battle of Majaisk. But in the midit 
of the nuptial solemnities, my father was informed 
that the French were at the gates of the city ; and sus- 
pending our marriage, and taking my husband with 
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biui, tliey hastened to join the army. As I saj^ wiUi 
my aflflicted family oa the followiag morning, wf 
heard the roar of the cannon ; the noise evidently 
approached, and we no longer doubted that we must 
quit Moscow. We immediately fled ; but when we 
arrived near the Kremlin, an immense crowd met us, 
and rushing hastily by, pai.-tied me from my meiher 
and my sisters. I endeavoured in vain to recal them 
by my cries. The noi^se of arms, and the shoiUs of 
an infuriated populace, overpowered my feeble voice, 
and in an instant I was rendered truly miserablo. 
The French meanwhile penetrated into the town« and 
driving all before them, advanced towards the Kremliiu 
To find a shelter from tkeir excesses, I, with many 
others, ran into the citadel, which was considered a 
place of security. As 1 could not mix with the 
conibatanta, I xetired to the chjorch of St Michael, 
seeking refuge amongst the graves of the Czars. 
Kneeling near their sqmlchres, I invoked tUe mames 
of those illustrious founders of our country, wheUy on 
a sudden, some brutal soldiers broke in upon my 
retreat, and dragged mo from an inviolably i^^d sacred 
asylum." 

When the unhappy girl had finisl^ her history, 
she ihed a torrent of tears, and throwing herself at the 
general's feet, implored him to reapect her virtue, and 
restore her to her relations. The general pretending 
to pity her misfortunes, pledged himself to relieye 
them. He offered her his house as a protection; 
promised to use hi^ utmost endeavours to discover her 
father and her distressed mother ; but this apparent 
generosity was only a snnre U» deceive the innocent 
F^olowna, whp fell a victim to his trea^chery. 
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PARENTAL AFFECTION, 

In the retreat of the French from Moscow, a female 
sutler bc^oging to the corps of Prince Eugene, who 
had been with the amy the whole campaign, was 
retoitHBg with a waggon which contained five young 
chiMren, and all the fruits of their industry. Arrived 
at the Wep near Krasnoi, she regarded with horror the 
rapid ttream, which compelled her to leave on its 
banks all her little fortune, and the friture subsistence 
of her children. For a long tine she ran up and 
down, eagerly looking for a ne# |)assage ; then re- 
turning in despair from her fruitless search, she said to 
her hnsb^nd, ** We must indeed abandon all ! let us 
now try oftfy how to save our children." Saying this, 
she took the tivo youngest from the waggon, and 
placed them in her husband's anns. The father 
closely hugged tin innocent babes, and with a trem- 
bling foflittraveMid the river, while his wife falling on 
her knees at the edge of the water, now gazed 
eagerly on lum, sand then raised her eyes to heav^ ; 
bul as soon as she saw him safely landed, she lifted 
tap her hands in giatitade to Providenee ; and leaping 
on Ker feet, ettkimed wttb transport, "They are 
taved ! Thef are saved 1" Tbe anxious frither, de- 
iMMiting his precious burden en the bank, hastened 
back, seised OB two more of them, and again plunging 
into tiM waves, being followed by his wife, who bore 
the f fth chiM in one aim, and with the other dung 
fest to her husband, the whole reached the shore in 
safely, and the aftctioBate femfly was reunited. 

q2 
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WELLINGTON WATERLOO. 

When, after the victory of Aumale, in which Henry 
the Fourth of France was wounded, he called his 
generals round his bed to learn what had occurred 
subsequently to ^his leaving the field, no two could 
agree as to the course of the very events in which they 
had been actors ; and the king, struck with the diffi> 
culty of ascertaining facts so evident and recent, ex- 
claimed, *' Voila ce que sait Thistoire!" Another 
striking instance of the same kind was afforded by the 
memorable battle of Waterloo. If there is any fact 
on which one might expect the unanimity of witnesses, 
it would be the precise hour at which the battle com- 
menced. It must have been notorious to every man 
in both armies ; and there could exist no motive on 
either side for misrepresentation ; besides, at Waterloo, 
where the whole of each army was visible, there could 
be no possibility, one should have thought, of mistake, 
and yet nothing can be more various and discordant 
than the statements on this point with regard to the 
battle. The Duke of Wellington and Blucher say 
that the battle commenced about ten ; General Alava 
"who never quitted the duke's side during the early 
part of the action, says half past eleven, Drouet and 
Bonaparte concur in stating twelve, and Ney dates 
the commencement at one. The difference must be 
between preliminary skirmishing and the serious attack, 
and at such times men are more likely to speak at 
random than from observation. 

During the action, the Duke of Wellington was 
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eveiy where ; always where the struggle was most 
arduous, in the hottest fire, aod front of the danger ; 
he was seen, as Waller says of Lord Falkland, 

— • — Exposing his all-knowing breast 
Among the throng, as cheaply as the rest. 

Never w«re his exertions more needful ; sometimes 
he was rallying broken infantry, sometimes placing 
himself at the head of formed squares. No man 
indeed ever bad more confidence in his troops, or 
did more justice to them. ** When other geneials," 
he said, " commit an error, their army is lost by it, 
and they are sure to be beaten ; when I get into a 
scrape, my army gets me out of it. ' The men on 
their part amply returned the confidence which they 
so well deserved. ** Bless thy eyes \** «aid a soldier 
in Spain, when Lord Wellington passed by hii^ . for 
the first time after he had returned from Cadiz to the 
army. " Bless thy eyes ! I had rather see thee come 
back, than see ten thousand men come to help us." 
On dus day of Waterloo, both men and leaders were 
put to the proof ; none of their former fields of glory, 
many as they had seen together, had been so stub* 
bomly contMted, or so dearly won. 

The great object of Bonaparte, hb only hope — 
his sure means of success, was to overpower the 
English before the Prussisuis could arrive in any forco ; 
he therefore made a perpetual repetition of attacks 
with horse and foot, supported by the whole of his 
artillery. It was one of those great efforts by which 
he had before more than once decided the fate of a 
campaign. Under cover of as tremendous a cannon- 
ade as ever was witnessed upon a fit;ld of battle, he 
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ftfrmed his cavalry into masses ; brought up the whole 
of the elite of his guards with his reserves ; and made 
an attack on the British centre, which, if it had been 
possible to quail the spirit of a British army, would 
have proved successful. Our cavalry was driven to 
the rear of our infantry ; our advanced artillery was 
taken. Every battalion was instantly in squares, 
And though the French cavalry repeatedly charged, 
not a square was broken ; more than once did 
Wellington throw himself into one of these squares, 
jind await the result of the charge, in full reliance on 
ihe steadiness of the men, and ready to stand ur fall 
with them. 

When the Prussians at last made their appearance, 
and were passing our left columns in their advance, 
they cheered them with that exultation, which the 
detennination and sure hope of conquering inspired, 
and all their bands played God Save the King. 
Wellington perceiving their movements, and seeing 
the confusion of the enemy, took that great and 
decisive step which has crowned his glory, and saved 
Europe. He advanced -with the greatest celerity 
the whole line of his infantry, supported by the 
cavalry and artillery ; he put himself at the head of 
the foot guards, and spoke a few words to them, 
which were answered by a general huzza ; and then 
leading them on himself, the attack was made at all 
points, and in every point with the most perfect 
success. Sanve qui peut, was now the cry in Bona- 
parte's army. A total rout could not be more fully 
acknowledged than it is by his own account. *' A 
complete panic," he says, " spread at once through 
the whole field of battle ; the men threw themselves 
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in the greatest disorder on the line of communication ; 
soldiers, cannoniers, caissons, all pressed to this po«nt ; 
the old guard, which was in reserve, was infected, 
and was itself hurried along. In an instant, the 
whole army was nothing but a mass of confusion ; all 
the soldiers, of all arms, were mixed pell mell, and it 
was utterly impossible to rally a single corps/' 

" The hne of the retreat," says General Gneisenau, 
" resembled the sea shore after some great shipwreck ; 
it was covered with cannon, caissons, carriages, bag- 
gage, arms, and wreck of eveiy kind. Those of tU^ 
enemy who were foremost in flight, and did not 
expect to be so promptly pursued, attempted to re- 
pose for a time ; presently the Prussians were upon 
them, and thus they were driven from more than nine 
bivouacs. In some villages, they seemed to recover 
courage when beholding only their own numbers, and 
made a show of maintaining themselves : but when 
they heard the beating of the Prussian drums, or the 
sound of the Prussian trumpet, their panic returned, 
and they renewed theii flight, or ran into the houses, 
where they were cut down or made prisoners. Eight 
hundred of their bodies were found lying where 
' they had suflered themselves (it is a German who 
speaks) to be cat down like cattle.' General Du- 
hesme, who commanded the rear-guard, fell in this 
place. A black hussar of the Duke of Brunswick's 
corps, sacrificed him to his master's memory. ' The 
duke fell yesterday,' said the Brunswicker, ' and 
thou shalt bite the dust ;' so saying, he cut him 
down." 

So confident was Bonaparte of success, that mes- 
sengeis were actually dispatched from the field to 
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anoottDCie it. Oa the day of the battle, it was tele- 
g^hed to Boulogne, that the emperor Jtiad gained a 
sno^t complete yictoiy over the uoited British and 
Prussian armies, compianded by Wellington and 
Blucher* A bulletin e^traordinaiy was published at 
.Lisle, stating that the emperor himsdf, setting the 
example in the war, b^d fired the first carbine, and 
had a horse killed uod^r him ; that bis astonishing 
victories of the 15th, 16th, and 17th July, were ex- 
ceeded by that of the eighteenth, in which he had tajken 
30,000 prisoners. One accpunt announced his en- 
trance into Bmssels ; and another said that the 
cannons were roaring from the ramparts of the French 
fortresses to celebrate that event. Bonaparte had 
indeed invited Mairshal Ney to sup with him that 
night at Brussels ; and at sii^ ia the evening he is said 
to have remarked to hipi« that they should yet arrive 
there in good time tp keep their engagement. His 
proclamations to the Belgians upon his victory, were 
printed, and dated firom the Palace of Lacken. He 
had in short prepared every thing for victory, nothi^ 
for defeat. 

It has been justly remarked^ that *^ the feeling 
which this battle produced in England, will never be 
forgotten by the present generation." Accustomed as 
we were to victory, upon the land as well as upon 
the seas since the star of Wellington had risen ; con- 
fident as we were in our general and our army, even 
they who were most assured of success, and of 
speedy success, dreamt not of success so signal, so 
sudden, so decisive. The gbry of all former fields 
seemed, at the time, tp fade belore that of Waterloo. 
At Ciessy, at Poictien, at Agincourt, the ease with 
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which victoiy had been obtained, appeared to detract 
from the merit of the conquerors ; there the multitude 
of the enemy had been delivered into our hands by 
their own insolence and presumption. Blenheim 
had been less stubborn in the conflict, less momentous 
in the consequences ; and all the previous actions of 
the great commander, from Viraiera, or from Eastern 
Assaye, to Toulouse, now seemed mere preludes to 
this last and greatest of his triumphs. Heavy as 
was tlie weight of private sorrow which it brought 
with it ; severe as was the public loss in the fall oi 
Picton and Ponsonby, and of so many others, the 
flower of the British youth, the pride and promise of 
the British army, still we were spared that grief which, 
on a former occasion, had abated the joy of the veiy 
multitude, and made thoughtful spirits almost regret 
the victory of Trafalgar. The duke's aides-de-camp, 
men endeared to him by their long services in the 
career of glory, and by their personal devotion to 
him, fell killed or wounded, one after another. Of 
those who accompanied him during this " agony of 
his fame," his old firiend, the Spanish General A^ava, 
was the only one who was untouched, either in his 
person or his horse. At a moment when the duke 
was very far advanced, observing the enemy's move- 
ments, one of hit aides-de-camp Tentured to hint, 
that he was exposing himself too nrach ; the duke 
answered with noble simplicity, " I know I am, but I 
must die, or see what they are doing." 

Lord Wellington's ieelings after, the battle, he thus 
described in a letter to the Earl of Aberdeen, to 
whom he had the painful task of communicating • 
brother's dcatli. 
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" i ctiiDDt." nid be, "express to you the regrel 
■>d HNTcnr with which I contemplate the losses th. 
cMndy and tin senice hum inUuntd ; Done mors 
■erera, than that of Genend Sir William Gordon. 
T\k glmr renlling liDin such actions, so dearl; 
boBght, is DO consolation to me, and I eaanot imagine 
tbu it is any to joa. But 1 tnisl the rasnlt has been 
*D decisiTe, that little donlit will Temain, that our 
eiotiona will be rewarded t^ the aUainment of out 
first object ; then h is Ibat the gloi; nr (he actions 
in which oat liieadB have fallen, may be some con 
■olation." 

LonI Wellington spoke from his hpait. The vie- 
Imj hod been too severely pnrchased, to bring with it 
any of thst ediilBTation, with which victory h neatly 
■cconipaaied. The friends with whom he had st> 
often rejoiced after victory, had Ulen by his side 
and daring the {Teitest part of the ensuing day, be 
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